
Policies for sustainable production



• New Zealand is unique among OECD economy in its share of agricultural emissions

• The food and fiber sector make up 10.5% of the economy and employs 13% of the workforce

• 87% of electricity generation in 2022 was renewable

• Forestry offsets 21% of gross emissions
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53% of New Zealand’s gross emissions are from agriculture



$40b = 2/3 exports 



Drivers for Action

NZ Govt target/Domestic requirements:

• 10 per cent reduction below 2017 biogenic 

methane emissions by 2030, and 24-47 per 

cent by 2050* (*2050 under review)

Trading Partner requirements:

• Free Trade Agreements with sustainability and 

climate requirements (EU-NZ FTA; CPTPP; 

UK-NZ FTA)

• Carbon border tax adjustments 

• Deforestation Regulation (EU, UK)

Customer requirements:

• Scope 3 Targets (e.g. supermarket supply 

chain including on farm emissions)



Current areas of focus – government’s role

Measurement Technology Trade

Continuous 
improvement

Public/private 
partnership



Why standardise on-farm measurement

For Processors & Financial 
Services 

Improve system integrity and 
confidence, reduce 
transaction costs associated 
with compliance and 
assurance of GHG reporting 
and incentive programmes

For Farmers

Reduce costs and burden of 
compliance, improve access to 
market incentives, and 
improve confidence in GHG 
reporting. 

For NZ Inc. 

Align with evolving market 
requirements, facilitate 
compliance with GHG 
reporting obligations including 
pricing agricultural emissions 
by 2030.

A widely-adopted, transparent and up-to-date emissions calculation methodology reduces 
transaction costs and risk, resulting in improved confidence and stability, supporting investment in 
emissions reduction



Technology led approach
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Public/private example: AgriZero



AgriZero example: continued



Recommendations for APEC

For individual economies:

• Don’t ignore agriculture 
• There are reductions available in production  

• You can have the “triple win”

• Context/economy specific focus and method
• Must work politically

For APEC as a group

• Support outcome-based trade rules
• Allow diverse approaches to maximise food security

• Agree measurements/standards
• Outcome-based approach requires agreement on how you measure 

success/achievement



Thank you

philip.houlding@mpi.govt.nz
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