Asia-Pacific Snapshots from APEC’s Ease of Doing Business - Final Assessment 2015-2018
Economic Cooperation By the APEC Policy Support Unit

It’s getting easier
to do business in APEC

In APEC, ease of doing business is determined by how easy it is to:
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ACCUMULATED OVERALL PROGRESS IN EASE OF DOING BUSINESS INITIATIVE

The assessment compares the figures in 2018 to those in the baseline year, 2015, to determine
whether APEC’s combined performance achieves the target of 10% improvement. Average
values show that APEC has exceeded that target with 11.6% improvement in doing business.
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Source: APEC Policy Support Unit calculations using data from the World Bank, Doing Business 2017, 2018 and 2019 databases.
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| Starting a business Mo W

On average it takes fewer procedures Average time needed goes down by 5 days
to start a business
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Average costs remain much lower than in the rest of the world
(as % of income per capita)
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On average it takes fewer procedures to get a permit Average time needed goes down by nearly 10 days
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Average costs remain low (as % of warehouse value) Building quality control remains better on
. average in APEC than in the rest of the world
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‘ Trading across borders

6 hours faster to export
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Average cost of exporting from the APEC region

declines by 4%

800
600 529.4 526.1
a 442.3 4344
2 400
200
0
APEC ROW

Examples of reforms:

Establishing time limits

for customs document
processing

on average
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Average cost of importing falls by 5.4%
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(:=e Enforcing contracts

It takes a shorter time to enforce M 2015 M 2018
contracts in APEC
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ECONOMIES CAN STILL DO MORE TO IMPROVE BUSINESS CONDITIONS

Room for improvement in:
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0.5 to 24.5 days to obtain a
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APEC could emphasize work in new areas also relevant for doing business, such as:
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Registering property Resolving insolvency Protecting investors

To facilitate the implementation of reforms, capacity-building should remain an
important component in all APEC-related work on doing business.

The APEC Region
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