
	Paperless Trading Individual Action Plan



	Objective

Taking into account diverse legal and regulatory frameworks in the region, APEC member economies should endeavour to reduce or eliminate the requirement for paper documents needed for customs and other cross-border trade administration and other documents and messages relevant to international sea, air and land transport, where possible, by 2005 for developed and 2010 for developing economies, or as soon as possible thereafter.



	Guidelines

Recognising the enormous potential of paperless trading to expand business opportunities, reduce costs, increase efficiency, improve the quality of life and facilitate the greater participation of small business in global commerce, each APEC economy will:

(a) Establish a timetable for reducing or eliminating paper documents related to international trade.

(b) Provide a favourable environment, including through establishing a sound legal and regulatory framework, for the delivery of paperless trading systems

(c) Ensure that measures to replace paper documents for cross-border trade administration with electronic equivalents are media and technology neutral, secure and interoperable with and between all parties involved in the international supply chain of goods and services, 

(d) Note the important role the business sector plays in providing and using electronic commerce technology, applications, practices and services, and

(e) Co-operate with and enhance the capability of other APEC economies to implement paperless trading systems.

Collective Actions
APEC Economies may take Collective Actions relating to paperless trading in areas to be agreed. 



	


	Business and Government Documents - 2007



	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current Requirements for Paper Documents
	Timetable for implementation for paperless trading
	Capacity Building Needs

	Logistics
	
	Seaport

On shipping-related documentation: all application forms for port formalities can be submitted to the Marine Department electronically via the Marine Department’s Electronic Business System (eBS), except for submission of supporting documents for making general declaration of arrival/departure (such as the ship's clearance from the last port of call, a list of crew/passengers on board, the certificate of registry of the ship) which need to be submitted to the Marine Department’s office in person.

Airport

Incoming air cargo is cleared by a Customs owned computer system called the Air Cargo Clearance System (ACCS) which is connected to the cargo terminal operators and the airlines. Air Cargo Clearance System (ACCS) was implemented by Customs and Excise Department (HKC&E) to expedite air cargo clearance.  The 2 cargo terminal operators, 4 integrators and Marine Cargo Terminal operator provide direct EDI link interface with Customs ACCS for paperless electronic data submissions to HKC&E on customs clearance of air cargo.  Pre-arrival cargo information is submitted to the ACCS within 3 hours prior to flight arrival. The cargo terminal operators will be notified electronically of the customs actions required when the flight arrives.
Electronic Cargo Manifest (EMAN) enables air carriers to submit cargo manifests electronically to relevant regulatory bodies, e.g. Customs, Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) and Trade and Industry Department, through EMAN, an EDI service provided by TradeLink.  Both cargo terminal operators provide EDI service to facilitate transmission of air cargo information to the EMAN system.  Electronic Cargo Manifest (EMAN) has been fully adopted by airlines in the submission of their cargo manifest to the government within 14 days after flight arrival/departure.
Air Automated Manifest Submission (AAMS) to US Customs and Borders Protection (CBP)–Both cargo terminal operators provide EDI service to facilitate carriers to submit advance cargo information to US CBP 4 hours prior to flight arrival at US ports.

The Airport Authority Hong Kong (AA) itself does not require the submission of specific cargo documents from shippers, such as Shipment release form, customs clearance forms.  Related mandatory cargo documents are normally required by the government authorities and commercial documents by the carriers.  


	The Marine Department’s Electronic Business System (eBS) enhancement project is expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2008, which by then the submission of list of crew/passengers on board and ship's clearance from the last port of call can be done electronically.

Land

Manifest for road mode of transport is currently submitted in paper form.  The Government is considering introducing electronic submission of advance road cargo information (e-ACI) to achieve the primary objective of customs facilitation.  The e-ACI system will also pave way for the introduction of electronic road cargo manifest and further promote the use of e-commerce in the trading community.

	

	Declaration


	
	The majority of Customs documentation for import/export control has been computerized.  

	
	

	Financial Settlement


	
	Taxes and Duties levied by Hong Kong Inland Revenue Department

To collect income taxes, the Hong Kong Inland Revenue Department (IRD) has been adopting the Official Assessment system.  Tax return forms are issued annually to taxpayers likely to be chargeable to tax.  The completed returns received are examined and notices of assessment with due dates for payment of tax will then be sent to taxpayers for which taxpayers make payments.

Briefly put, the following paper documents are required in the assessment process:-

1.  Employer’s returns:

The production cycle starts with the collection of taxpayer’s income information from employers.  Every year some 3.9 million employer’s returns on remuneration of employees are prepared and submitted by employers.  IRD encourages and gives approval to employers to use electronic means (diskettes or CD-ROMS) to furnish annual returns and developed a PC-based software for employers which can be obtained from IRD’s office or downloaded from our website free of charge.  Last year, electronic returns are filed for some 2.4 million employees.
2. Tax returns:
Each year, some 2.6 million paper tax returns are issued to taxpayers.  Starting from 2001, most individual taxpayers have the option of filing paper returns or electronic returns via the Internet or telephone.  Though improving year by year, the take-up rate of e-filing is still low.  Paper returns are filed by some 96% of the taxpayers. 
3. Making of assessments:

The end product of the assessment process is a demand note for tax payment (or a refund notice for tax refund).  The notices of assessment (or refund) will normally be sent to taxpayers by post.  Last year, some 1.6 million demand notes were issued.
4. Tax payment:

The first electronic tax payment means, payment by phone service or PPS (phone and online bill payment solution) in short, was introduced in 1993.  Taxpayers can now make payments electronically by phone, Internet or bank ATM.  Last year, 55% of the payments for income tax, or over 1.3 million transactions were made through electronic means.
5. Duties and fees:

IRD is also responsible for the assessment and collection of certain duties and fees including stamp duty, estate duty, betting duty, business registration fee and hotel accommodation tax.  Electronic services are gaining popularity in the areas of business registration and property stamping.  Electronic business registration services have been introduced since 2001.  Business operators can register their new proprietorship or partnership businesses and their branches or submit notification of changes in business particulars through the Internet.  Members of the public can also obtain information in the Business Register through the Internet.  On the stamping of property documents, a new e-stamping service was introduced in August 2004.
Other Duties and Levies

With the launch of electronic submission for Dutiable Commodities Permit (DCP) applications in January 2002, payment of duty can be made through the Corporate Banking System or Internet system of designated banks.
Import and export declaration charges are collected via Government Electronic Trading Services (GETS).
There are four kinds of commodities which are subject to duties if they are consumed in Hong Kong, namely hydrocarbon oils, alcoholic beverages, ethyl and methyl alcohol products, and tobacco.  Duties on alcoholic beverages, ethyl and methyl alcohol products, and tobacco are levied electronically by way of an electronic permit application system, while that on hydrocarbon oils is done manually by the issue of demand notes.

1. 

Alcoholic beverages, ethyl and methyl alcohol products, and tobacco
Where alcoholic beverages, ethyl and methyl alcohol products and tobacco are for consumption in Hong Kong, duties are levied at the time when a permit covering the removal of such goods for local consumption (Removal Permit for Duty-paid Goods) is issued.  The process is paperless.  Traders make applications for the permits through electronic service providers.  If the application is in order, Customs officers will send a Payment Notification to the applicant informing him of the duty payable.  The applicant can pay duty to the bank by way of Internet bill payment.  The permit is approved online after the Customs has received the Payment Confirmation Advice from the bank.

2. 
Hydrocarbon oil
Instead of applying for a permit, oil companies pay duty on motor spirit, diesel oil and aircraft spirit supplied for local consumption on a monthly basis.  Oil companies submit returns on oil consumption for the previous month to the Customs.  Customs officers will calculate the duty amount and issue demand notes to the companies, who will then settle the duty by cheque or through the internet.

There are relatively fewer oil companies in Hong Kong than traders of the other dutiable commodities. The settlement of duties on a monthly basis has made the duty payment process much simpler.  Currently, there is no plan to implement paperless duty payment for the hydrocarbon oil sector.

	To further encourage more taxpayers to use its electronic service, IRD will continue its effort in launching publicity and taxpayer education for the promotion of the new initiatives.  Besides, the IRD will continue its effort to improve the functionalities and user-friendliness of its electronic services.

As part of the strategic improvement plan, IRD will launch a “Taxpayer Portal” in early 2008 for providing more comprehensive and enhanced electronic services.  Apart from having access to all current Internet services through the portal, taxpayers may choose to receive electronic tax returns and electronic tax assessments which are more environmental-friendly, as well as view these electronic documents at their wish.  Taxpayers will also be reminded of tax return filing deadlines and payment due dates to avoid penalty by timely electronic alerts sent by the department.
	

	License/
Certifications


	
	Strategic Commodities

The control of strategic commodities is set out in the four Schedules to the Import and Export (Strategic Commodities) Regulations. Strategic commodities licence applications can be made in either paper mode or electronic mode.  For paper mode, the applicants should fill in shipment details such as product, end use and end user information on the paper licence application forms which are available in hard copies or can be downloaded from the Internet. Applicants should lodge the completed strategic commodities licence application form in person together with the required supporting documents to the service counter of Trade and Industry Department.  Upon submission, applicants will be given a receipt for each application which will be used to collect the licence.  For electronic mode, applicants possessing valid digital certificates and having undergone prior registration can log into their “E-Accounts” in TID’s website and lodge licence applications via the Internet. For straightforward cases, a licence is ready for collection in 2.5 clear working days.

Rice
Licences are required for the import/export of rice under the Reserved Commodities (Control of Imports, Exports and Reserve Stocks) Regulations (Cap. 296A).
Rough Diamonds
Under the Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60 of the Laws of Hong Kong) and its subsidiary legislation, Import and Export (General) Regulations (Cap. 60A), import or export of rough diamonds is required to be under and in accordance with a Kimberley Process Certificate (Import) or Kimberley Process Certificate (Export) issued by the Director-General of Trade and Industry.

Radioactive Substances and Irradiating Apparatus

Under the Import (Radiation) (Prohibition) Regulations of the Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60K), import of radioactive substances and articles containing these substances, and irradiating apparatus is required to be under and in accordance with import licences (Form 3) issued by the Director-General of Trade and Industry.
Textiles

1. Textiles Trader Registration Scheme (TTRS)


Textiles import and export licensing exemptions are principally provided for under the TTRS. Traders registered under the TTRS may cover their textiles imports/exports, which fall within the scope of the scheme, with self-completed textiles notifications in lieu of licences.  The scope of the TTRS covers imports of textiles from the Mainland, exports of textiles to the Mainland, exports of textiles to the European Union (EU) and the United States of America (USA) and transhipment of textiles to and from any country or place.  The electronic service for textiles notifications was introduced in May 2003.  The electronic service is undergoing a transitional period during which registered textiles traders may continue to deliver the textiles notifications on paper. 

2.
Textiles and Clothing
Under the Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60 of the laws of Hong Kong), imports and exports of textiles products unless otherwise exempted must be covered by valid import and export licences issued by the Director-General of Trade and Industry. Currently, the textiles import and export licences are applied in paper mode.
3.
Comprehensive Import and Export Licence (CL)
CL is used to cover textiles imports from and exports to countries or places other than those covered by the TTRS.  Traders can either apply for a CL through the web application form or by paper mode.  Once CL application is approved, traders can freely log on the Trade and Industry Department (TID) Web Portal to print out separate licence to cover individual shipment, instead of patronizing TID to collect the licence.
Pharmaceutical products

1.
Under the Import and Export Ordinance (Cap 60, Laws of Hong Kong), import and export of     pharmaceutical products is required to be under and in accordance with the import licences   (Form 3) and export licence (Form 6) issued by the Director of Health on behalf of the Director-General of Trade and Industry. 

2. Under the Antibiotics Ordinance (Cap 137, Laws of Hong Kong), the application for Antibiotics Permits is made under and in accordance with the said Ordinance.

3.
Under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap 138, Laws of Hong Kong), the applications for Listed Sellers of Poisons, Certificate of Registration as an Importer and Exporter of Pharmaceutical Products, issue of Free Sale Certificate, etc. are made under and in accordance with the said Ordinance.

Port Health


The shipping related documents required by the Port Health Office for the issue of radio pratique is currently handled in paper format.  Improvement in paperless trading has already been included in the future Electronic Business System (eBS) of the Marine Department.

1.  Plant and Live Animals

For the importation of plant, an original phytosanitary certificate issued by the national plant protection organization of the country of origin is required.  The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) similarly issues phytosanitary certificate for plants exported to overseas countries.  These phytosanitary certificates are currently in paper form.  
For the importation of live animal, an original animal health certificate issued by the relevant authority of the exporting country is required. AFCD similarly issues animal health certificate for animals and sanitary certificate for animal products exported to overseas countries. These certificates are issued in paper form.

The application for importation of animal and animal products from Mainland China is free of charge; applications can be made by either paperless e-form or paper form.
2. 
Game, Meat, Poultry, Milk and Milk Beverage and Frozen Confections 
An original health certificate from the health authority of the country of origin is required.  Information also available at the following website:- http://www.fehd.gov.hk/safefood/safe-guides.html
To process an application for a “Health Certificate for Foods of Animal Origin” for compliance with the statutory requirement being instituted by importing countries (e.g. EU), Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will require the applicant to produce the original health certificates of source origins (in respect of the country of origin for animal products which have been imported into the HKSAR) for verification.
Certificate of Origin (CO) and Production Notification (PN)
COs are issued by Trade and Industry Department (TID), and five Government Approved Certification Organizations (GACOs) (e.g. chambers of commerce).  PN, issued by TID, is a document required to cover cut-and-sewn garments intended for export to the USA.  Electronic services for PN and CO were introduced in July and August 1999 respectively.  Full migration to electronic submission of PN and CO has been implemented as from February and September 2000 respectively.

COs are generally used for customs clearance or by the exporter to certify that the goods are of Hong Kong origin. COs can only be issued to cover the goods that have fulfilled the Hong Kong origin rules.

Application and processing of the COs are fully electronic in Hong Kong.  Traders, however, have to collect paper certificates from the issuing authorities.  The certificate includes, among others, details of the exporter, the consignee, the shipment and the consignment.  It also bears the watermark of the respective issuing organizations.
	Strategic Commodities
Following the introduction of the electronic application system in 2004, TID continues to consider initiatives to streamline the licensing process.  It plans to launch in mid-2007 an “Approval-in-Principle Arrangement for Bulk Users of Strategic Commodities Licensing Service” under which companies meeting certain conditions can apply for an “approval-in-principle” for specified consignments.  Subsequently, relevant licences applied by the approved companies will be issued electronically and instantly after automatic vetting.  Traders will be able to lodge applications and receive approved licences electronically and even outside office hours.
Rice

Due to the relatively small transaction volume of licences covering import/export of rice (fewer than 7,700 in 2006), the very small number of occasional users involved (fewer than 100, almost all of which are small-and-medium-sized enterprises), as well as the low degree of preparedness and the mode of operation of the local rice trade for paperless trading, the development and implementation of a completely paperless system for rice licences is not considered beneficial and cost-effective for the time being.  That said, the option for paperless submission is regularly put under review by taking into account the transaction volume and readiness of the trade in using the paperless trading mode.  
Rough Diamond

There is no timetable for implementing paperless trading for the time being.  That said, the option for paperless submission is regularly put under review by taking into account the transaction volume and readiness of the trade in using the paperless trading mode.
Radioactive substances and Irradiating Apparatus

There is no timetable for implementing paperless trading.
Textiles
Notifications under Textiles Trader Registration Scheme (TTRS)
The electronic submission of notifications under TTRS was launched in May 2003.  At present, such notifications can be submitted either in paper form or electronically through the service of a specified body.  There is no timetable for mandating the electronic submission of notifications under TTRS because the future of TTRS will be reviewed.

Pharmaceutical Products

The licences and permits previously mentioned in topic “1. Government import & export licenses – Pharmaceutical Products” can currently be applied and submitted through either on-line or paper form, but the said licences and permits, if approved, are issued in paper forms. 

Payment for the application fees in respect of the above applications/permits is possible through on-line payment. 

Port Health
1.  Plant and Live Animals

While the number of licences and written authorizations issued on plant quarantine is small, electronic form will be implemented when it is considered to be cost-effective.  Regarding phytosanitary certificate, Hong Kong, China is prepared to go along with the electronic form if the international community generally issues electronic certificate.  
It is expected that applications for Special Permit for the importation of animal and animal products from overseas countries can be made by electronic submission when the payment of permit fee could be collected electronically probably in three years.

2. 
Game, Meat, Poultry, Milk and Milk Beverage and Frozen Confections 
Electronic submission will be considered in the context of the proposed Integrated Government E-Trade System and will be implemented if it is considered cost-effective.  There is no timetable for implementing E-licence.

Currently, only a very limited number of foreign health authorities have developed E-certificate systems. The development in this respect in international trade is sluggish. Acceptance of electronic health certificate will be considered individually when the issuing authority of the exporting country is ready to issue.  At present, there is no timetable for implementing E-certificate for the above commodities.

Certificate of Origin


Hong Kong has no problem in implementing electronic certification system within the territory and it is technically feasible for Hong Kong to implement electronic interface with the others.  However, since the Certificate of Origin are used for presentation to the overseas authorities and buyers, unless all our trading partners have fully electronize their trading certification system, paperless trading with the trading partners is not feasible.  Owing to the above reasons, there is no timetable for implementing paperless trading.
	

	B2B
	
	Scripless securities market

At present, the law requires the use of share certificates and instruments of transfer, which are in physical, paper form.   The Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission and the Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited have been in discussion with stakeholders and industry players with a view to developing a suitable scripless model for Hong Kong.

	
	

	Challenges to implementing paperless trading


	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current situation
	Capacity Building Needs

	Legal Environment
	In October 2006, the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data published an information handbook titled "Recommended Procedures for IT Practitioners on Personal Data Handling" that covers system development, database administration, database retention and destruction, export functions and management of contractors. More information can be found at
http://www.pcpd.org.hk/english/publications/infor_book.html

	The Electronic Transactions Ordinance (ETO) (Cap.553) was enacted in Hong Kong in January 2000 and updated in June 2004 to give electronic records and electronic/digital signatures the same legal status as that of their paper-based counterparts.  It also establishes a voluntary recognition scheme for certification authorities that issue digital certificates for generating digital signatures in Hong Kong.
The Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance which came into operation in December 1996 protects the privacy of living individuals in relation to their personal data in both online and offline situations.  As far as promotion of e-privacy awareness is concerned, the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data of Hong Kong has published a management handbook titled "A Policy Approach to Building Trust and Confidence in E-Business," which provides guidelines for online business providers, in particular website operators in their formulation of e-privacy policy.  More information can be found at 

http://www.pcpd.org.hk/english/publications/infor_book.html
	

	Infrastructure
	
	Since 2003, all sectors of the telecommunications industry have been liberalized to enhance competition, consumer’s choice and quality of service.  There are ten wireline-based local fixed networks providing about 3.84 million exchange lines and 14 digital mobile networks operated by five mobile carrier licensees serving more than 9.3 million subscribers.  The external capacity has increased by over 29-fold from 44 Gbps in 2000 to nearly 1300 Gbps in 2006.  A wide range of data communication services including Integrated Services Data Network (ISDN), Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) and Frame Relay are available in Hong Kong.  Broadband Internet access of 1.5Mbit/s or above is available using Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line (ADSL), Fibre-To-The-Building (FTTB), Hybrid Fibre Coaxial (HFC) cable, LMDS, power line modem and other technologies.  Broadband service covers virtually all residential and commercial buildings. 

With the world-class telecommunications infrastructure and extensive promotion programme to enhance IT awareness of the community, Hong Kong has attained good records in terms of IT adoption.  As of end February 2007,  

· Household Broadband penetration rate was 72.8%;
· Fixed line penetration rate was 56%; and
· Mobile penetration rate was 135%.
According to survey conducted by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Hong Kong ranked fifth in the world in terms of mobile penetration rate in 2005.  ITU also ranked Hong Kong second in Asia in terms of broadband penetration rate, only after South Korea.


	

	Communication within government
	The Government Office Automation Programme and the Accessibility Programme were completed.  As a result, over 90% of civil servants have access to IT facilities.
	With the common vision across the Government to “use information technology to provide customer-centric services that promote an accessible, accountable and efficient government”, the Government aims to drive the next-wave of e-government under the following key priorities: (a) implement a new strategy for e-government service delivery adopting a service clustering approach and involving collaboration of the private sector; (b) promulgate a Customer Relationship Management (CRM) Strategy and a Practical Guide assisting bureaux/departments (B/Ds) to adopt CRM in e-government service delivery; (c) promulgate a Channel Management Strategy by end 2007 providing guidance to B/Ds to migrate customers to the most cost-effective and customer-desired channel(s); (d) explore more joined-up e-government opportunities with a view to improving efficiency, create more values for customers and deriving tangible benefits; (e) promulgate a strategy on electronic information management to guide  B/Ds to manage information electronically; (f) implement an e-procurement system for 3 pilot departments by 2009, and (g) enhance the current mechanism for identifying and measuring the benefits of e-government initiatives.

	

	Funding
	
	In 2005-06, Government spending on IT amounted to HK$3.5 billion which accounted for 1.4% of public expenditure or 0.3% of GDP. The Government will continue to invest in IT to support and improve our operations.  Over $5.1 billion has been earmarked for IT spending in the 2007-08 financial year.


	

	Electronic certification and e-Signatures regulation
	
	Hong Kong has put in place a community-wide public key infrastructure (PKI) for the conduct of secure electronic transactions.  A voluntary recognition scheme for certification authorities is provided under the Electronic Transactions Ordinance (enacted in January 2000 and updated in June 2004).  Currently, one public certification authority, the Hongkong Post Certification Authority (HKPCA) and one commercial certification authority, the Digi-Sign Certification Services Limited, are recognized under the Ordinance.
Various e-business (e.g. e-banking, online securities trading, online retail and auction services) and e-government applications are now making use of the PKI.
With a view to creating a critical mass of digital certificate users and giving e-business service providers the incentive to develop more e-business applications that make use of the PKI, the HKPCA has taken the opportunity of the territory-wide Smart ID card replacement exercise in Hong Kong to offer an e-Cert (recognized personal digital certificate issued by HKPCA) for free use a time-limited period to each Smart ID card holder, starting from June 2003.  These free e-Certs are embedded onto the Smart ID cards of those who accept the offer.  As at the end of March 2007, HKPCA has issued about 1.26 million free e-Certs on Smart ID cards.


	

	Standards/Global Cooperation

	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current Situation
	Timetable for implementation
	Capacity Building Needs

	Adopting Standards
	
	Extensible Markup Language (XML), ISO 10646 standard for the use of Chinese in electronic communication and data exchange and X.509 based PKI technologies are adopted for the electronic services for the submission of import and export declarations, production notification applications, certificate of origin applications, dutiable commodities permit applications and electronic manifests (excluding road mode of transport).
G2B trade related documents have already been harmonized for the HKSAR through the Government Electronic Trading Services (GETS) Project.  The Digital Trade and Transportation Network (DTTN) launched in 2005 is a platform that provides interconnection among the trade, logistics and finance industries to facilitate information flow and enhance efficiency. Over 80 major B2B documents related to trade, logistics and finance are supported by the DTTN infrastructure.
	
	

	Cooperation in bilateral, regional, multilateral fora
	
	On cross-border certification services, Hong Kong has been exploring such bilateral opportunities with corresponding authorities in other economies.  The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) of the HKSAR Government and the relevant authorities in the Mainland China are at present considering the possibility of conducting a trial scheme on the cross-recognition of digital certificates between the two places.  Hongkong Post Certification Authority continues to play an active part in the domestic Hong Kong Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) Forum to promote the use of PKI in Hong Kong.  The Hong Kong PKI Forum also participates actively in the regional Asia PKI Forum, the members of which include domestic PKI forums of Mainland China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong China, India, Japan, Korea, Macao China, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.   A Pan Asian eCommerce Alliance (PAA) was also established to facilitate cross-border certification service developments and cross-border trading among various economies in the region including China, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Korea, Macao China, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Hong Kong China.   

The HKSAR Government also actively participates in various regional and multi-lateral fora, including the Universal Postal Union on electronic services matters, various forum under APEC, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and the World Trade Organisation.

	
	

	Industry involvement in paperless trading policy making

	
	Updated every three years, the Digital 21 Strategy is the blueprint for ICT development in Hong Kong, China.  The Strategy encompasses various initiatives and measures that are relevant to paperless trading.  In late 2006, the Government launched a public consultation on the draft 2007 Digital 21 Strategy to solicit input from the industry and the general public.  The finalised Strategy, which will be announced in 2007, will take into account the views expressed by the industry during the public consultation.  The Digital 21 Strategy Advisory Committee, the highest-level government advisory body on ICT matters, has also been serving as a regular forum for the industry to participate in the policy making process.  In addition, The OGCIO has set up an ICT Industry Partnership Forum since February 2007 to facilitate regular discussions and exchanges between the ICT industry and the Government on topics conducive to the healthy development of the industry.  We will make use of the forum to listen to industry opinions and enhance the transparency over formulation and implementation of ICT policies and initiatives.
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