
	Paperless Trading Individual Action Plan



	Objective

Taking into account diverse legal and regulatory frameworks in the region, APEC member economies should endeavour to reduce or eliminate the requirement for paper documents needed for customs and other cross-border trade administration and other documents and messages relevant to international sea, air and land transport, where possible, by 2005 for developed and 2010 for developing economies, or as soon as possible thereafter.



	Guidelines

Recognising the enormous potential of paperless trading to expand business opportunities, reduce costs, increase efficiency, improve the quality of life and facilitate the greater participation of small business in global commerce, each APEC economy will:

(a) Establish a timetable for reducing or eliminating paper documents related to international trade.

(b) Provide a favourable environment, including through establishing a sound legal and regulatory framework, for the delivery of paperless trading systems

(c) Ensure that measures to replace paper documents for cross-border trade administration with electronic equivalents are media and technology neutral, secure and interoperable with and between all parties involved in the international supply chain of goods and services, 

(d) Note the important role the business sector plays in providing and using electronic commerce technology, applications, practices and services, and

(e) Co-operate with and enhance the capability of other APEC economies to implement paperless trading systems.

Collective Actions
APEC Economies may take Collective Actions relating to paperless trading in areas to be agreed. 



	


	CANADA
Business and Government Documents - 2007
See document attached for Canada’s input

	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current Requirements for Paper Documents
	Timetable for implementation for paperless trading
	Capacity Building Needs

	Logistics
	
	
	
	

	Declaration


	
	
	
	

	Financial Settlement


	
	
	
	

	License/Certifications


	
	
	
	

	B2B
	
	
	
	

	Challenges to implementing paperless trading


	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current situation
	Capacity Building Needs

	Legal Environment
	Single window: The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) has made legislative and regulatory changes to provide for advance electronic reporting introduced with ACI and will continue in support of the future phase under e-Manifest.
	Single window: The Customs Act provides CBSA with the legislative authority to control and detain goods on behalf of other government departments.  Legislative and regulatory authorities within each department and agency are being reviewed.
	

	Infrastructure
	
	Business processes and technical requirements supporting departments and agencies business models for single window are being reviewed.
	

	Communication within government
	An interdepartmental Single Window Working Group has been established by CBSA.
	The Single Window Working Group is working on business model identification and selection and on collecting data elements from each department and agency in support of WCO data model.
	

	Funding
	
	
	

	Electronic certification and e-Signatures regulation
	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA) recognises legal equivalency of electronic signatures.
	

	Standards/Global Cooperation

	Criteria


	Improvements in the past year


	Current Situation
	Timetable for implementation
	Capacity Building Needs

	Adopting Standards
	
	A significant part of standards approved as National Standards of Canada are  adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards.
	
	

	Cooperation in bilateral, regional, multilateral fora
	
	Canada is involved in the following fora: WCO; UNCEFACT; ISO; IEC; ITU; SPP. 
	
	

	Industry involvement in paperless trading policy making

	
	There is ongoing consultation with the industry for the above fora.
	
	


	Canada’s Approach to Customs Procedures in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Activities/Measures
	Further Improvements Planned

	Paperless trading 


	
	eManifest

One of the strategies that the CBSA employs in managing the border is the use of advance information to identify and stop high-risk people and goods before they get to Canada. Having successfully implemented marine and air components of the Advance Commercial Information (ACI) initiative, the CBSA is now in the process of planning Phase III of ACI, known as eManifest.
eManifest is a key priority within the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America (SPP). eManifest will require the electronic transmission of advance cargo and conveyance information from carriers for all highway and rail shipments. In addition, the electronic transmission of advance secondary data will be required from freight forwarders and the electronic transmission of advance importer admissibility data will be required from importers or their brokers. This next phase of ACI solidifies the Agency's commitment to providing CBSA officers with electronic pre-arrival cargo information so that they are equipped with the right information at the right time to identify health, safety and security threats related to commercial goods before the goods arrive in Canada.

Harmonized Risk Scoring/Advance Trade Data

The Harmonized Risk Scoring/Advance Trade Data initiative will address information gaps in the supply chain by harmonizing targeting processes to the standards established by the World Customs Organization, incorporating additional trade data for increased risk assessment, creating an end-to-end assessment in the commercial supply chain and intercepting threats at the point of origin. 

Advance Interdepartmental Reporting Initiative

The Advance Interdepartmental Reporting Initiative (AIRI) is a strategy for developing and implementing a single window approach for the electronic collection, integration, consolidation and dissemination of advance commercial information in the Government of Canada. This will help the CBSA to deliver on its goal of developing a comprehensive architecture for the commercial program. This single window will enable the CBSA to work with federal and industry partners to expand advance electronic reporting to streamline and better administer the programs of other government departments and agencies at the border.

This fiscal year, the CBSA will develop two components of the AIRI: a project plan and business strategy for the Interdepartmental Marine Conveyance Initiative, and the Other Government Department (OGD) Single Window Initiative. These two components are harmonized with the World Customs Organization OGD Data Model.


	Systems developments are underway to further increase the use of EDI for cargo reporting, conveyance reporting and release procedures.

 

Additional OGD Interfaces will be implemented over the next 5 years.
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