	Individual Action Plan Update for the United States for 2020

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how the United States is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	The United States is focused on ensuring free and fair trade, reciprocity with our trading partners through bilateral negotiations, and updating trade agreements to reflect changing times and market conditions.  To ensure free and fair trade, the United States will enforce U.S. trade laws and remove barriers and unfair trade practices that negatively impede our companies from realizing the opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region.  



	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  2018 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	The U.S. economy remains among the most open in the world.  The U.S. trade weighted applied tariff average in 2019 was 2.5 percent.

Since 2018 the United States concluded the United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement (USMCA ).  In total the United States has implemented 16 agreements with a total of 21 partners including eight agreements with eight APEC economies.  
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Non-Tariff Measures 

Non‐tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export

subsidies
	
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	
	

	Services


	The U.S. economy remains among the most open in the world.  The U.S. is the world’s largest services market and remained the largest exporter and importer of services in 2018 (the most recent year for which official data are available).

The United States has been focused not only on increasing the number of FTAs, but also on broadening the disicplines beyond market access and NT.  FTAs include disciplines on local presence requirements for cross-border trade, and performance requirements for investment in services.  U.S. FTAs are negotiated on a negative list basis, resulting in far greater sectoral coverage than under GATS.  Recent FTAs have improved transparency and due process disicplines on services licensing, i.e. domestic regulations and include strong rules on digital trade that enables modern services.


	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Investment


	The U.S. investment regime is characterized by a high degree of openness, and is based on the principle of national treatment.    Foreign and domestic investors are treated alike in most sectors of the U.S. economy.    Measures affecting foreign ownership of investment are limited to certain areas, such as atomic energy, mining, air and water transport, certain radio communications, and certain financial services sectors.  

The United States has broadened its prohibition against performance requirements (PRs) in its international investment agreements since the mid-term review.  These disicplines are far broader than the TRIMS agreement, and the most recent expansions have focused on technology localization,” i.e., policies requiring or incentivizing investors to use or favor local technology 

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Standards and Conformance


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Customs Procedures


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	In our bilateral and multilateral engagement and trade agreement negotiations, the United States seeks robust standards for intellectual property rights protection and enforcement.
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Competition Policy


	The United States continued its strong commitment to effective enforcement of the antitrust laws and to promoting pro-competitive regulatory reform in order to insure that markets are free of harmful unilateral and concerted anti-competitive conduct, and anticompetitive mergers and acquisitions.  It continually monitors innovation in technologies and distributional systems to ensure that its understanding of the ways in which markets grow and evolve are appropriately taken into consideration is assessing the application of the antitrust laws.  Specific activities are reflected in the U.S. Fact Sheet.

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	The Trump Administration's Fall 2019 Unified Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions (Agenda) reports on the actions administrative agencies plan to issue in the near and long term. Released by the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, the Agenda demonstrates this Administration's ongoing commitment to fundamental regulatory reform and a reorientation toward reducing unnecessary regulatory burdens on the American people.  The Agenda recognizes that reform will take time and require rigorous analysis, public input, and careful consideration of legal requirements. To this end, the Agenda provides greater information and transparency about regulatory actions proposed by agencies.  Specifically, to provide timely and accurate notice to the public of upcoming deregulatory and regulatory actions, agencies have identified actions likely to occur in the next 12 months and have withdrawn or delayed other actions. A clear and accurate Agenda helps avoid unfair surprise and achieves greater predictability of upcoming actions.  In support of the Administration's commitment to transparency, the Fall Agenda also has enhanced search capabilities and functionality, and agencies have provided consistent and unique identifiers that will allow the public to track regulatory policy from beginning to end.
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	The harmonization work program in the World Trade Organization (WTO),  remains stalled, but the United States continues to actively participate in the work of the WTO Committee on Rules of Origin.  The rules of origin regime of the United States adheres to the procedural disciplines relevant to the objective of ensuring impartiality, transparency and neutrality as laid out in the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin, as well as through its notification to the WTO under the Agreement on Rules of Origin.

In addition, the United States free trade agreements contain a chapter on the rules of origin which must be met in order to claim preferential treatment under the agreement.  In almost all instances, self-certification for preferential treatment is available for importers.

The United States, with six other APEC economies, is actively participating in the APEC Self-Certification of Origin Pathfinder, as well as the work to update the model rules of origin
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Mediation


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information
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	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	Provide brief points only
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	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	The United States and Japan began negotiations in April of 2019, reached agreement in principle on early achievements in the areas of market access and digital trade in August, and announced that the final agreements had been reached in September. On October 7, 2019, the United States and Japan signed the United States-Japan Trade Agreement (USJTA) and the United States-Japan Digital Trade Agreement (USJDTA). Following the completion of respective domestic procedures, both agreements went into effect on January 1, 2020. Further negotiations are expected during 2020. 
In 2019,  The President signed into law the USMCA, an agreement that rebalances the U.S. trade relationship with Mexico and Canada, implements groundbreaking provisions for electronic commerce, establishes robust protections for labor and

environment, and incentivizes manufacturing in the United States.
The United States-Korea Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) entered into force on March 15, 2012.  As of January 1, 2020, eight rounds of tariff cuts have taken place under KORUS.  In July 2017, the United States  called for a renegotiation of the KORUS FTA.   The United States and Korea reached agreement in principle in March of 2018 on amendments and modifications to the KORUS FTA, and the updated Agreement went into effect on January 1, 2019. 


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1

Agreement #2

Agreement #3


	For information on U.S.  negotiations, please see  the 2020 Trade Policy Agenda and 2019 Annual Report   https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2020_Trade_Policy_Agenda_and_2019_Annual_Report.pdf

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas
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	See U.S. Fact Sheet for further information on measures on labor and environment.
	
	

	Digital Trade
	The United States pursues disciplines on digital trade that represent the highest standard in safeguarding and promoting digital trade, which provide a model for other bilateral and multilateral efforts moving forward.    For example:

The US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) and US-Japan Digital Trade Agreement (USJDTA) contain the most ambitious set of digital trade rules in any Free Trade Agreement.  For example, the United States concluded strong rules ensuring that data can flow freely across borders without onerous and expensive localization requirements; guaranteeing that digital products receive duty-free, non-discriminatory treatment; preventing foreign governments from requiring U.S. firms to disclose proprietary source code and algorithms; and ensuring that Internet platforms will not be held liable for civil, non-intellectual property related harms associated with third-party content.

At the WTO, the United States has participated actively in the Joint Statement Initiative on Electronic Commerce (or “digital trade”). In January 2019, the United States and 75 other WTO Members issued a second Joint Statement on the margins of the World Economic Forum confirming their intent to commence negotiations and committing to seek a high-standard outcome with the participation of as many Members as possible. Throughout 2019, the United States and other participating governments engaged in negotiations on the basis of Members’ proposals. In December 2019, the United States joined a consensus in the WTO General Council to continue the longstanding Work Program on Electronic Commerce and to maintain a moratorium on duties on electronic transmissions. The United States continues to work to develop support for making this moratorium permanent and binding under the WTO.


	

	State-Owned Entreprises (SOE)
	In the United States Mexico Canada Agreement (USMCA), chapter twenty-two applies to the activities of state-owned enterprises (SOE), state enterprises, and designated monopolies of one of the signatories that affect or could affect trade or investment between the signatories.  The chapter contains a broad definition of what constitutes an SOE to ensure that any government ownership of an entity that confers control is captured.  The chapter prohibits certain subsidies to SOEs that are particularly trade-distorting.  Specifically, it prohibits three types of subsidies: (1) subsidies to SOEs that are insolvent or on the brink of insolvency, if there is no credible restructuring plan; (2) loans or loan guarantees from SOEs, such as state-owned banks, to other uncreditworthy SOEs; and (3) noncommercial SOE debt-to-equity swaps by the government or government entities.  Further, the SOE chapter requires the signatories to share, upon request, information about the extent of government ownership and control, and the subsidies provided to their SOEs, as well as all government equity investments made in an SOE.  Lastly, the SOE chapter includes commitments by the signatories to ensure that SOEs and designated monopolies make commercial purchases and sales on the basis of commercial considerations and do not discriminate against the enterprises, goods, or services of the other signatories.
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