
	Individual Action Plan Update for Hong Kong, China for 2020 FORMTEXT 


	Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Hong Kong, China is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals.

	Hong Kong, China (HKC) is a firm supporter of the Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment.  Improvements and updates since 2018 Individual Action Plan (IAP) update are highlighted in the following areas:

Tariffs: HKC applies no tariffs on all imports; and as of end 2019, bound 3,605 tariff lines (about 47.5% of all lines) at zero on a most-favoured-nation (MFN) basis, accounting for 74.0% of our imports in 2018 value terms. 
Non-Tariff Measures: HKC does not impose any quantitative restrictions or non-tariff barriers for the protection of domestic industries.  HKC maintains only those non-tariff measures that are required to protect public health, safety, security and the environment, and to fulfill obligations under international agreements.  HKC continues to keep the measures under constant review with the objective of facilitating trade as far as possible.
Services: HKC maintains a liberal regime for trade in services.  Most service sectors are free and open, and foreign service providers and traders normally enjoy national treatment.
Investment: HKC maintains one of the world’s most liberal, open and transparent investment regimes.  In general, there are no special legislation, regulations or administrative guidelines governing foreign investment in HKC, except for the broadcasting sector where the residency requirements concerning ownership of investment are on par with international standards.  These regulatory requirements are subject to constant review by the Government, and have been progressively relaxed.  There are no restrictions on foreign exchange transactions, capital movement or repatriation of capital and returns related to foreign investments.  A level playing field is provided for both foreign and local investors in HKC.  Laws and regulations affecting investment are published and made available online.
Standards and Conformance: HKC adopts international standards as far as possible, including the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards, where applicable.
Customs Procedures: HKC is a free port with no customs tariff.  The customs procedures are compatible with the Guiding Principles laid down by the APEC Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures.  Some recent remarkable achievements include the formal launch of Single E-lock Scheme to enhance the clearance efficiency of intermodal transhipment cargo across the boundary through the application of advanced technology and the implementation of an electronic licensing system on dutiable commodities to save traders time and manpower in licence applications.  HKC continues to sign cooperative instruments, develop mutual recognition arrangements on Authorized Economic Operators with other Customs administrations, work closely with the business sector to enhance cooperation on customs clearance matters, streamline the customs clearance procedures, and adopt the systematic risk management techniques in cargo and passengers clearance.
Intellectual Property Protection: HKC is committed to protecting intellectual property rights (IPR) through comprehensive legislation, rigorous enforcement action, and sustained public education.  The Government continues to enhance the intellectual property (IP) regime of HKC and strengthen its role as an IP trading hub in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Competition Policy: HKC is committed to enhancing economic efficiency and the free flow of trade through promoting sustainable competition to bring benefits to both the business sector and consumers.  The enactment of the Competition Ordinance, which came into full operation in December 2015, signifies the determination of the Government in maintaining fair and sustainable competition in the market.
RTAs/FTAs: HKC signed two new FTAs with Georgia and Australia in 2018 and 2019 respectively, and concluded a FTA with Maldives in 2018.  The two FTAs signed are comprehensive in scope and contain high quality commitments on a wide range of issues such as tariffs, non-tariff measures, services, investments, etc.  HKC will continue to expand its FTA network, with a view to enhancing regional economic integration and contributing to the multilateral liberalisation efforts.




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any)
	Improvements made since 2018 IAP
	Further Improvements Planned

	Tariffs

	· Bound Tariffs

HKC applies no tariffs on imports.  As an update, MFN tariffs on 74.0% of imports in 2018 value terms (i.e. about 47.5% of our 2019 tariff lines) are bound at zero.
· Transparency of Tariff Regime, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access

HKC has updated its tariff data in the World Trade Organization (WTO) Integrated Database (IDB) in 2019.

· Tariff Summary Report

The updated “Bound tariff lines as a percentage of all lines”:

All Goods: 47.5
Wood, Pulp, Paper and Furniture: 95.4
Textiles and Clothing: 8.8
Leather, Rubber, Footwear and Travel Goods: 42.1
Metals: 74.9
Chemical & Photographic Supplies: 11.1
Transport Equipment: 11.6
Non-Electric Machinery: 36.5
Electric Machinery: 55.2
Mineral Products, Precious Stones & Metals: 49.5
Manufactured Articles, n.e.s.: 64.5

	· Transparency of Tariff Regime, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access

Continue to update our tariff data in the WTO IDB on an annual basis.
Continue to ensure transparency of our tariff regime.



	Website for further information:
	· Tariffs
http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/trade_relations/tradefora/wto_tariffnegot.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Tariffs
Multilateral Trade Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 2398 5747; Fax (852) 2390 7479

E-mail: mdiv1@tid.gov.hk

	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies

	HKC does not impose any quantitative restrictions (i.e. no import or export quotas) or non-tariff barriers for the protection of domestic industries.  HKC maintains only those non-tariff measures that are required to protect public health, safety, security and the environment, and to fulfill obligations under international agreements.
· Metallic Contamination in Food

Metallic contamination in food has been regulated under the Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) Regulations (Cap. 132V) (the Regulation) in HKC.  With a view to better protecting public health, facilitating effective regulation and promoting harmonisation between local and international standards, the Government launched an exercise to enhance and update the Regulations, and conducted a public consultation on the proposed amendments in 2017.  Taking into account the views received in the public consultation, the Regulations were amended.  The Legislative Council completed the vetting of the Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) (Amendment) Regulation 2018 (the Amendment Regulation) on 10 October 2018.  The Amendment Regulation has entered into force on 1 November 2019, following a one-year grace period, for certain types of fresh food (i.e. fresh fruit and vegetable and their juice, fresh meat and edible offal of animal and poultry, aquatic animal and poultry egg) given the shorter durability and shelf life of those types of food, and would take full effect from 1 November 2020 for all types of food.
· Radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus
The importation of radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus are subject to the control of the Import (Radiation) (Prohibition) Regulations (Cap. 60K) and import licences are required for their importation into HKC.  The Department of Health is developing an online electronic licensing system which aims to expedite the processing of import licence applications by importers; thereby facilitating their importation.  The development of this electronic licensing system was completed in 2019 and is now under thorough testing before launching.

	Continue to review the existing non-tariff measures in the light of advancement in science and technology, etc. and remove measures rendered unnecessary by such advancement.  We will also continue to streamline licensing and certification procedures where appropriate.



	Website for further information:  
	· Metallic Contamination in Food

http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fstr/whatsnew_fstr_PA_Food_Adulteration_Metallic_Contamination.html
· Radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus
http://www.info.gov.hk/dh-rhd/english/html/ILGenInfo.htm
Other Useful Website
· Import and Export of Goods
http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/import_export/ie_maincontent.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Metallic Contamination in Food
Risk Assessment and Communication Division 
Centre for Food Safety

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

Tel: (852) 2381 6096; Fax: (852) 2893 3547

E-mail: rc@fehd.gov.hk
· Radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus
Radiation Health Division
Department of Health

Tel: (852) 3620 3814; Fax: (852) 2834 1224

	

	Services

	HKC maintains a liberal regime for trade in services.  Most service sectors are free and open, and foreign service providers and traders normally enjoy national treatment.  New development is set out below –
· Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)
HKC and China signed the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services under the framework of CEPA on 21 November 2019 for implementation from 1 June 2020 to further liberalise trade in services between the two places.

	Continue to maintain a liberal regime for trade in services.


	Website for further information:
	· CEPA

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/cepa/index.html  

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· CEPA
Mainland Division 

Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 2398 5667; Fax: (852) 3525 0988
E-mail: cepa@tid.gov.hk

	

	Investment

	Invest Hong Kong (InvestHK), the Government’s investment promotion agency, has since its establishment in 2000 assisted around 5,500 companies (increased from 4,600 companies reported in 2018 IAP) in establishing presence or expanding operation in HKC.  According to the latest survey, HKC was host to over 9,000 companies (increased from 8,200 companies in 2018 IAP) with parent companies located outside HKC as at June 2019.
· Number of Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) and Free Trade Agreements/Regional Trade Agreements (FTAs/RTAs) in which National Treatment (NT) and MFN Treatment are ensured in relation to foreign investment

21 Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs) forged with foreign economies as at end of 2019; and
Three FTAs with NT in investment and one FTA with both NT and MFN treatment in investment forged with foreign economies as at end of 2019.
· Investment Agreement between HKC and Chile
Complementing their existing Free Trade Agreement, HKC and Chile have further forged a related Investment Agreement which came into force in July 2019.  The Investment Agreement provides further protections to investors of the two sides, including among others, fair, equitable and non-discriminatory treatment of their investments in the other party.

	HKC will continue to maintain a business-friendly environment which facilitates investments.

	Website for further information:  
	· Invest Hong Kong
https://www.investhk.gov.hk/
· IPPAs

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/ippa/index.html
· Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Investment Agreement (IA) between HKC and Chile
IA : https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/ippa/index.html
FTA: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkclfta/index.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Number of BITs and FTAs/RTAs in which NT and MFN Treatment are ensured in relation to foreign investment

Europe Division
Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 3403 6110; Fax: (852) 2789 9761
E-mail: enquiry@tid.gov.hk
· Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Investment Agreement (IA) between HKC and Chile
Americas Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 2398 5333; Fax (852) 2789 2491

E-mail: enquiry@tid.gov.hk

	

	Standards and Conformance

	· Number of Domestic Standards aligned with International Standards for Voluntary Action Plan (VAP)

Of all the target standards we have provided input in the 7th VAP survey report in 2019, HKC has achieved 100% alignment in the fields of conformity assessment, electrical equipment, textiles, rubber products and management systems related standards
.

· Conformity Assessment Process including Participation in and Implementation of Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs)
APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (APEC TEL MRA)

HKC has recognised 37 testing laboratories as conformity assessment bodies (CABs) for performing testing of telecommunications equipment.  Of the 37 recognised testing laboratories, 29 are designated by the US, three by Chinese Taipei, four by Canada and one by Singapore.
MRAs/MLAs for Accreditation of Conformity Assessment Bodies

Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS)
 became a signatory to the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) MLA for energy management system certification, and validation and verification in April and October 2018, respectively.  In December 2018, HKAS also became a signatory to the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) MLA for occupational health and safety management system certification.  In addition, HKAS became a signatory to the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) MRA for proficiency testing provider in October 2019.

	· Number of Domestic Standards aligned with International Standards for VAP

Will join future new VAP alignment work as appropriate.


	Website for further information:  
	· Conformity Assessment Process including Participation in and Implementation of MRAs

APEC TEL MRA

http://www.ofca.gov.hk/en/industry_focus/telecommunications/standards/telecom/apec_tel_mra/index.html
MRA/MLAs for Accreditation of Conformity Assessment Bodies
https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/agreement.htm

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Number of Domestic Standards aligned with International Standards for VAP
Product Standards Information Bureau

Quality Services Division

Innovation and Technology Commission

Innovation and Technology Bureau

E-mail: jasmine.lam@itc.gov.hk
· Conformity Assessment Process including Participation in and Implementation of MRAs

APEC TEL MRA

Standards Section

Advisory and Spectrum Management Division

Operations Branch

Office of the Communications Authority

E-mail: jackyip@ofca.gov.hk 
MRAs for Accreditation of Conformity Assessment Bodies

Hong Kong Accreditation Service Section

Quality Services Division

Innovation and Technology Commission

Innovation and Technology Bureau

E-mail: whwong@itc.gov.hk 

	

	Customs Procedures

	· Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

The Customs and Excise Information and Risk Management System (CEIRMS) was introduced in June 2018.  The CEIRMS is a centralised repository of investigation findings, intelligence and trader records, etc. to facilitate intelligence processing and risk management works of the department.
To enhance the Customs-to-Customs (C2C) and Customs-to-Business (C2B) Partnership for securing and facilitating global trade, HKC:

(a) continued to promote the Hong Kong Authorized Economic Operator (HKAEO) Programme launched in April 2012 which allows companies satisfying a prescribed list of requirements to be accredited as AEOs eligible for reduced inspection and prioritised clearance at entry and exit points in Hong Kong and economies with mutual recognition arrangements (MRAs) with Hong Kong (currently 11 economies).  As of December 2019, 60 companies have been accredited as AEOs and the number of AEOs is increasing; and
(b) entered into AEO MRAs with New Zealand Customs in June 2018, and with Israel and Canada Customs in June 2019 respectively to mutually recognise the respective supply chain security programmes to facilitate seamless and secure flow of goods across boundaries for trusted and reliable enterprises.  The MRAs came into full implementation with Malaysia and Australia in March 2018, with New Zealand in February 2019 and with Thailand in November 2019 respectively.
· Implementation of the Free Trade Agreement Transhipment Facilitation Scheme (FTA Scheme)
Implemented since 20 December 2015, the FTA Scheme provides facilitation services and certificate of non-manipulation for goods passing through HKC to enjoy preferential tariff under FTAs signed between China and her trading partners.
Since its implementation, Hong Kong Customs has been collaborating progressively with China and overseas counterparts in a bid to extend the coverage of the FTA Scheme so as to facilitate more cargoes passing through HKC to enjoy preferential tariff under the FTAs between China and other economies.  In the 3rd quarter of 2019, the FTA Scheme was extended to cover (i) transhipment cargoes from China to Korea under the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement; (ii) transhipment cargoes from Georgia to China under the China-Georgia FTA; and (iii) transhipment cargoes from least developed countries (LDCs) to China under the Special Preferential Tariff Treatment to LDCs.  After the extension, the scope of service of the FTA Scheme was extended from 13 to 15 FTAs (see http://www.customs.gov.hk/en/trade_facilitation/fta/index.html for details).
· Implementation of the Single E-lock Scheme (SELS)
The SELS was formally launched on 28 March 2016 to enhance the clearance efficiency of intermodal transhipment cargo across the boundary.  Under SELS, Hong Kong Customs’ Intermodal Transhipment Facilitation Scheme is interconnected with the Speedy Customs Clearance of the Guangdong Customs to build a “green lane” for facilitating flow of goods through seamless clearance service. A single e-lock and global positioning system device are applied to monitor and safeguard the security of the transhipment cargo by both Customs authorities on the principle of “Across the Boundary with One Single E-lock under Separate Monitoring”.  As duplicate inspection on the same shipment by both Customs authorities at the boundary would be reduced, the application of the Single E-lock helps to streamline the clearance process and expedite the flow of transhipment cargoes.
Hong Kong and Guangdong have each designated their respective clearance points for the operation of SELS.  In Hong Kong, 12 clearance points covering various air cargo terminals and sea cargo terminals have been set up.  Since May 2019, the number of clearance points in Guangdong had been increased to 52, covering all nine municipalities in China within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.  With these clearance points, SELS provides the logistics trade with a total of over 620 cross-boundary routes for inter-modal transhipment cargoes between Hong Kong and Guangdong.
· Paperless Trading

Hong Kong Customs and Hongkong Post (HKP) have kick-started phase 1 trial of the Electronic Data Exchange Programme since June 2018, which allowed Hong Kong Customs to receive postal data of inbound mail items from 10 countries from HKP for preliminary analysis and review with the objective to facilitate customs clearance.
· Development of Trade Single Window (TSW)

HKC has been pressing ahead with preparations on all fronts to implement the TSW in three phases to provide one-stop lodging with the Government of all the 50-plus Business-to-Government trade documents for trade declaration and customs clearance purposes.  Phase 1, as a pilot phase, was launched in December 2018 and has been progressively extended to cover a total of 12 trade documents (mainly licences/permits of specific controlled products) by end 2019.  We are closely monitoring the feedback of users.  Further enhancements and extension of TSW platform to cover more documents under Phase 1 are on-going.
· Development of a Compendium of Harmonized Trade Data Elements

Aligned closely with the World Customs Organization (WCO) Data Model, new application of the Corporate Data Model (CDM) includes the implementation of the Money Service Operators Licensing System, the Dutiable Commodities System and the Currency and Bearer Negotiable Instruments Declaration System involving the data exchange between the government and the business sector thereby further reducing traders’ efforts in fulfilling regulatory requirements.
· Integrity

Twelve thematic departmental seminars and 133 courses on staff integrity, work-life balance and prudent financial management were held in 2018 and 2019.
Between 2018 and 2019, five integrity workshops were organized for the relevant industry stakeholders to foster an open and transparent relationship with the private sector and to promote the importance of integrity.
Integrity-related leaflets were made available at the customer service counter at Hong Kong Customs Headquarters Building to extend the promotion of integrity awareness to the industry and general public.
Hong Kong Customs regularly reviewed and updated the Code on Conduct and Discipline to identify the new risks, address rising community expectations and satisfy the highest standard of probity, integrity and impartiality.  The latest edition was published in July 2019.
· Implementation of the Harmonized System Convention
The Hong Kong Harmonized System (HKHS) complies fully with the Harmonized System Convention set out by the WCO. On top of the Convention, two additional digits are applied in Hong Kong for a more in-depth commodity classification.  The HKHS is updated annually to take account of international requirements and significant changes in trade pattern and technology.

	· Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

Expect to sign MRAs with Mexico, Indonesia and Bahrain Customs in 2020, and continue to take active steps to commence MRA discussions with other Customs administrations.
Continue to enhance IT applications in our risk management system to further facilitate trade and passengers through speedy clearance.

Continue to apply the Customs and Excise Information and Risk Management System (CEIRMS) to facilitate the department’s investigation of crimes and risk profiling of traders and support the respective frontline clearance systems

Continue to explore advanced technology to enhance the capabilities of intelligence processing, risk profiling and crime detection.
Continue to participate in the Smart and Secure Trade Lanes Pilot Project which aims to minimize Customs controls and uphold end-to-end supply chain security through enhanced C2C and C2B cooperation.

· New Boundary Crossings

Continue to participate in the planning and preparation work regarding customs clearance process in new land boundary control points.

· Paperless Trading

Continue to promote wider use of Government Electronic Trading Services for exchange of trade-related information between the Government and the business sector. 

Continue to monitor the satisfaction level of the business sector to generate inputs for further enhancing the functions and features of our trade-related systems.

Upon completion of phase 1 trial of Electronic Data Exchange, enhance the postal module in the Air Cargo Clearance System and explore the possibility of developing a dedicated Postal Clearance System to supplement the Electronic Data Exchange Programme, thereby facilitating customs clearance.
· Development of TSW
Continue to extend the TSW platform to more trade documents and take forward the development of Phase 2 and Phase 3 of the project.

Technical feasibility studies for Phase 2, which covers 28 more trade documents (mainly licences/permits of specific controlled products), have been completed and subject to funding approval by the legislature, our target is to roll out Phase 2 in 2023 by batches the earliest.

Continue to engage stakeholders in the logistics sector in refining detailed proposals for implementation of Phase 3 of TSW (covering submissions for all cargoes for customs clearance and trade declarations) in HKC.
· Development of a Compendium of Harmonized Trade Data Elements

Continue to work with other Customs administrations to develop common data elements for data exchange.

Continue to promote the use of the CDM for the development of new application systems or enhancement of existing application systems aligned with the WCO Data Model and other international standards.
· Greater Public Availability of Information
Continue to review and update the homepage regularly so as to enhance its functions, features and user-friendliness.
· Implementation of WCO Guidelines on Express Consignment Clearance

Continue to further improve the efficiency of customs clearance procedures through the well-established information exchange mechanism (e.g. regular consultative meetings with express industry associations); training programmes to enhance the awareness of the express industry in preventing and detecting customs related offences; and use of IT in facilitating cargo clearance and exchange of information.

· Adoption of the Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC)
Since 2018, the RKC is undergoing a comprehensive review by WCO that may bring changes to the Convention.  It is scheduled to be completed by June 2021.  Hong Kong Customs will revisit the feasibility of accession upon the completion of the WCO’s review of RKC.
· Other Issues

Customs-Business Partnership

Continue to:-

(a) enhance the cooperation and communication between Customs and the business sector through regular meetings with six Customer Liaison Groups (representing traders of sea freight, air freight, dutiable commodities, cross-boundary transport industries, major users of the Road Cargo System (ROCARS) and participants of Customs trade facilitation schemes);
(b) conduct training on the “Watch Out” programme for four cargo terminal operators and 13 associations/companies of cross-boundary transportation industry; 

(c) arrange “outreach” visits to brief the shipping industry to further encourage the advance submission of cargo information to Hong Kong Customs through electronic cargo manifest (EMAN) and other initiatives for more effective and efficient cargo clearance;

(d) enhance cooperation with the IPR industry and related associations, e.g. the Intellectual Property Rights Protection Alliance, Hong Kong Brands Protection Alliance, Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong, etc. ; and
(e) combat illicit trade through, among others, industry-sponsored informer reward schemes with the IPR industry, oil companies and the tobacco industry.


	Website for further information:
	· Customs and Excise Department
http://www.customs.gov.hk

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Customs and Excise Department
Office of Customs Affairs and Co-operation

Customs and Excise Department

Tel: (852) 3759 2640; Fax: (852) 3108 2316

E-mail: hk_liaison@customs.gov.hk

	

	Intellectual Property Rights

	· Enhancing the IP protection regime

Since 2018 IAP Update, the Government has made the following progress in enhancing the IP protection regime in HKC: 
(a) The Government launched the new patent system in December 2019. It essentially comprises an “original grant” patent system which creates a direct route for seeking standard patent protection in Hong Kong with a maximum term of 20 years, as an alternative to the pre-existing “re-registration” route.
(b) The Government decided to go ahead with the implementation of the international registration system under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks in HKC and, for this purpose, introduced the Trade Marks (Amendment) Bill into the Legislative Council in February 2019.  Subject to the progress of the enactment of the Bill and other preparatory work, the Government plans to implement the Madrid Protocol in 2022-2023 the earliest.
(c) The Government introduced the Copyright (Amendment) Bill 2019 into the Legislative Council in November 2019 to enhance the copyright exceptions for persons with printed disability in line with the standards of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled.
· Promoting HKC’s status as an IP trading hub in the region

Since the 2018 IAP Update, the Government has continued to take forward various measures, including the following, to promote IP trading as well as HKC's status as an IP trading hub in the Asia-Pacific region: 
(a) The Government continued to join hands with Hong Kong Trade Development Council and Hong Kong Design Centre in organising the “Business of IP (BIP) Asia Forum”, an annual flagship IP event in Asia.  The most recent forum was held in December 2019
(b) The Intellectual Property Department (IPD) continued to provide IP consultation services for SMEs and, through the IP Manager Scheme (joined by over 1,000 SMEs by end 2019), help SMEs build up their IP manpower capacity and increase their competitiveness through IP management and commercialisation; and

(c) IPD has also been working with the Department of Justice (DoJ) on the promotion of arbitration and mediation in resolving IP disputes in Hong Kong.  In March 2018, for example, IPD and DoJ jointly held a talk entitled “Arbitration – An Effective Tool for SMEs to Resolve IP Disputes” for SMEs.
· Measures to provide for Effective Enforcement of IP Rights

Counterfeit goods: The Hong Kong Customs, as always, accorded high priority to the protection of IPRs, and took a multi-pronged enforcement strategy against IPRs infringing activities. The enforcement work was effective, as exemplified by the significant reduction in the sale of counterfeit goods at the hawker stalls in recent years, due to Customs’ strenuous enforcement actions.  Counterfeiters’ touting activities for customers and transactions at secret showrooms in shabby buildings nearby have also largely subsided.  

On-line piracy: The Hong Kong Customs, underpinned by dedicated units (including the Anti-Internet Piracy Teams, the Computer Forensic Laboratory and the Electronic Crime Investigation Centre), continued to keep a close watch on the latest trends of on-line IPR-related crimes and take enforcement actions against Internet piracy.  In 2018, Hong Kong Customs implemented the “Big Data Analytics System”
 to assist frontline officers in combating the latest modus operandi of online IPR infringements..

· Public Education about IP

IPD continued to run the IP Ambassador Programme, under which law school students were recruited as IP Ambassadors to deliver IP talks at primary / secondary schools and tertiary institutions, with a view to promulgating the importance of IPR to the younger generations in a more effective manner. 

The Hong Kong Customs introduced the three-level IPR Badge Programme for Youth Ambassadors in 2016 to arouse awareness of and respect for IPR amongst the young generation by means of lively education and publicity tools, and launched the tutor level course in July 2018 and the second foundation level course in August 2019 under the Programme.
In addition, IPD and the Hong Kong Customs continued to run a host of other activities / events, including the following, to promote respect for IPRs among young people and the community at large:

(a)
IPD continued to co-organise with Hong Kong Reprographic Rights Licensing Society the copyright education campaign to promote the right approach to photocopying and the importance of originality to students, teachers and parents;
(b)
IPD continued to run the Interactive Drama Programme to promote awareness of the effects of internet infringement and respect for creativity, originality and IPRs to a total of over 19,000 primary and 11,000 secondary students in 2018 and 2019;

(c)
IPD, the Hong Kong Customs and the Guangdong Copyright Bureau continued to co-organise exchange programmes (four in total in 2018 and 2019) to promote respect for IPRs among youngsters, foster cooperation with the IP industry and the Mainland authorities.
(d)
IPD and the Hong Kong Customs served as supporting organisations in the “Respect for Intellectual Property Rights Fun Day” held by the Scout Association of Hong Kong in May 2019 for promoting respect of IPR and the World Intellectual Property Day.
· International Cooperation on IP Rights

To foster stronger international collaboration among APEC economies in promoting best practices in IP licensing among SMEs in creative industries, IPD conducted a two-day workshop in Hong Kong with IP offices of Mexico and Korea in June 2018.  The workshop was well received and attracted around 250 participants.

IPD signed in March 2019 a Memorandum of Understanding with IP Australia to strengthen mutual co-operation in the IP field, including exchange of information in different aspects of IP protection and commercialisation and capacity building in patent examination; sharing of experience in the operation of the international trade mark registration system, promotion of dispute resolution to resolve IP disputes and development of information technology systems for management of examination and grant of IP rights.

The Hong Kong Customs continued to maintain close international cooperation on IPRs enforcement.  For instance, in May 2018, the Hong Kong Customs took part in a joint operation with APEC economies against counterfeit electronic products.  The initiative resulted in the seizure of 8,000 counterfeit items destined to the US and EU.

	The Government will continue to make its best endeavour to enhance our IP regime, promote the newly-introduced original grant patent system, and press ahead with the implementation of the Madrid Protocol.
The Government will continue to strengthen HKC’s role as an IP trading hub in the Asia Pacific region.
The Hong Kong Customs will exert continued effort and join hands with the IPR industry and other enforcement authorities outside HKC to combat infringing activities.
Riding on the successful prosecution in December 2017 against a piracy syndicate circumventing paid TV channels, the Hong Kong Customs will continue to strive to combat Internet piracy and maintain close collaboration with the copyright owners. Upon detection of suspicious infringing activities or receipt of related complaints, the Hong Kong Customs will contact the related copyright owners promptly to confirm whether there is any criminal copyright infringement and take appropriate actions.
The Hong Kong Customs will also continue to enhance its capability in conducting round-the-clock cross-platform cyber patrol to identify IPR crime trends and take enforcement against infringing activities.  
IPD and the Hong Kong Customs will continue to enhance the publicity and public education on IPRs through different channels.

IPD will continue to play a proactive role in IP-related collaboration among APEC economies.

The Hong Kong Customs will continue to maintain close international cooperation on IPRs enforcement, and will step up the cooperation with overseas law enforcement agencies to combat cross-boundary counterfeiting activities through intelligence exchanges and joint enforcement actions.



	Website for further information:
	· IPD
http://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/home.htm



	

	Contact point for further details:
	· IPD
Tel: (852) 2961 6901

E-mail: enquiry@ipd.gov.hk

	

	Competition Policy

	The Competition Ordinance fully commenced on 14 December 2015.  The Competition Commission, an independent statutory body established under the Competition Ordinance, is responsible for investigation and enforcement, promoting public understanding and compliance of the Ordinance, providing advice and conducting market studies, etc.  The Commission has achieved a number of key milestones of its enforcement and advocacy work.  Up to December 2019, it had brought 4 cases before the Competition Tribunal, issued a block exemption order and two decisions relating to exclusions and exemptions under the Ordinance, launched education campaigns to raise public awareness and understanding of the Ordinance, advised the Government on various competition issues as well as actively participated in the work of the international competition community.

	HKC will continue to promote a competitive environment through law enforcement, public education as well as market research and studies.


	Website for further information:
	· Competition Commission
https://www.compcomm.hk/index.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Competition Commission

Tel: (852) 3462 2118; Fax: (852) 2522 4997
E-mail: enquiry@compcomm.hk

	

	Government Procurement

	The procurement system is under constant review with a view to further liberalising the government procurement regime and improving the transparency of tendering procedures.

· Update on the selection, appointment and management of engineering and associated consultants
The public works procurement system is continuously reviewed, enhanced and brought up to date.  In 2018, the selection procedures for engineering consultants has been updated to widening the participation of different consultants, including small and medium consultants, in public works consulting services market.

	HKC will continue to participate in discussions on the agreed work programmes under the Revised WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (Revised GPA). 

	Website for further information:  
	· Government Logistics Department
http://www.gld.gov.hk

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Government Logistics Department
Chief Supplies Officer (Procurement Administration)

Government Logistics Department
Tel: (852) 2231 5232


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review

	· Reviews of Existing or New/Proposed Regulations
HKC continues to make good progress in cutting red tape, removing unnecessary regulatory barriers and improving regulatory efficiency and quality by conducting sector-specific and licence-specific regulatory reviews under its business facilitation programme in partnership with the business community through established machinery such as the Business Facilitation Advisory Committee and its Task Forces.

	· Reviews of Existing Regulations and Impact Assessment of New/Proposed Regulations
Continue to –

(a) undertake sector-specific or licence-specific regulatory reviews;
(b) duly assess the business implications of regulatory proposals as appropriate; 
(c) take forward the “Be the Smart Regulator” Programme to further enhance its overall business licensing environment and competitiveness, and to cultivate a business facilitation and smart regulation culture within the Civil Service; and
(d) study the World Bank’s Annual Doing Business Report with a view to identifying potential scope for improvement in the business regulatory environment.


	Website for further information:  
	· Business Facilitation Initiatives
https://www.gov.hk/en/theme/bf/home

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Business Facilitation Initiatives
Business Facilitation Team

Efficiency Office

Innovation and Technology Bureau

Tel: (852) 2165 7371; Fax: (852) 2537 7566

Email: bft@effo.gov.hk

	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs

	· Rules of Origin (ROOs)
Our basic principles for determining origin are in conformity with international practices and standards.  A comprehensive account of our origin rules system can be found at 
http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/import_export/cert/cert_maincontent.html.
Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)
HKC and China signed the Agreement on Trade in Goods under the framework of CEPA on 14 December 2018 for implementation from 1 January 2019.  Through the updated commitments on liberalisation and the enhanced arrangement for rules of origin (ROOs), the Agreement provides that all goods of HKC origin meeting the CEPA ROOs can enjoy zero tariff preference upon importation into China. 

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/cepa/tradegoods/tradegoods_intro.html

	

	Website for further information:
	Please see above

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· ROOs
Factory Registration and Origin Certification Branch

Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 3403 6432; Fax: (852) 2787 6048

E-mail: cepaco@tid.gov.hk

	

	Dispute Resolution

	· Arbitration

Amendments have been introduced to the Arbitration (Appointment of Arbitrators and Mediators and Decision on Number of Arbitrators) Rules (Cap. 609C) (the Rules) to enable the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC), as the statutory appointing authority for arbitrations seated in HKC, to waive its fees of HK$8,000 for exercising its functions under the Arbitration Ordinance (Cap. 609) if it considers it reasonable to do so.  In particular, HKIAC is minded to charge a one-off fee of HK$8,000 in an arbitration where the total amount in dispute is less than HK$2.5 million, unless it determines otherwise in appropriate circumstances.  Other amendments to the Rules sought to clarify and streamline the current arbitration process.  The amended Rules came into operation on 1 August 2019.

The Arrangement Concerning Mutual Assistance in Court-ordered Interim Measures in Aid of Arbitral Proceedings by the Courts of Mainland and of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (the Arrangement) was signed between the government of HKC and the Supreme People’s Court in April 2019 and came into force on 1 October 2019.  Under the Arrangement, HKC was made the first and, to date, the only jurisdiction outside China where, as a seat of arbitration, parties to arbitral proceedings administered by one of the designated arbitral institutions would be able to apply to the courts in China for interim measures in aid of the arbitral proceedings, whether before the commencement of the arbitration or during the arbitral process, and irrespective of the nationality or domicile of the parties involved.  Successful applications for interim measures had been made to the courts in China by parties to arbitral proceedings applicable under the Arrangement.

Inclusive Dispute Avoidance and Resolution Office (IDAR Office) was set up in January 2019 to coordinate the promotional work and initiatives in the areas of dispute avoidance and resolution within DoJ.
Many large-scale international conferences and events relating to legal and dispute resolution services co-organised by the government together with international intergovernmental organisations and/or local legal and dispute resolution services sector were held in HKC.
· Mediation

Following the enactment of the Arbitration and Mediation Legislation (Third Party Funding) (Amendment) Ordinance in 2017, the commencement of the relevant provisions in relation to the Mediation Ordinance will take place in due course to clarify that third party funding of mediation is not prohibited by the common law doctrines of champerty and maintenance. 

The 2018 Mediation Week was held in May 2018, which included a Mediation Conference.  In the Mediation Conference, eminent overseas and local speakers shared their views on the global and latest developments on dispute resolution, including mediation.  As part of the 2018 Mediation Week, the 4th Shanghai-Hong Kong Commercial Mediation Forum was also held to discuss issues about dispute resolution in HKC, China and across the world.

The “Mediate First” Pledge Event 2019 was held on 24 May 2019 to showcase the development in mediation, which brought together over 780 international and local participants.  The event included panel discussion on deal mediation and sports mediation, updates on the latest development in investment mediation and sharing on how mediation may help in different sectors.  

At the reception of the “Mediate First” Pledge Event 2019, the Star Logo award was presented for the first time to eligible “Mediate First” pledgees.  Dedicated social media channels on Facebook, LinkedIn and Weibo were launched at the event to enable the communication of, inter alia, the mediation initiatives of DoJ directly with the community. 

To spread the concept of “Mediate First” outside Hong Kong, DoJ co-organized the “Mediate First” Pledge event in Shanghai and in Shenzhen in August and November 2019 respectively.
To promote more extensive use of mediation to resolve disputes, the first purpose-built mediation facilities in HKC were constructed in the vicinity of the Small Claims Tribunal at the West Kowloon Law Courts Building for the implementation of a pilot scheme.  Under the scheme, an independent coordinator was appointed by DoJ to provide low-cost mediation services to litigants of suitable Small Claims Tribunal cases.  Mediation services will also be provided at an affordable fee at the facilities for other suitable cases.  The pilot scheme commenced in November 2018.
DoJ, together with the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes and the Asia Academy of International Law, organized a training course which focused on training in international investment law and investment mediation skills in October 2018, and the 2nd training course on investment law and investor-state mediation in October and November 2019 in HKC. 

	· Arbitration

A sub-committee was established by the Law Reform Commission in October 2019 to study the topic of outcome related fee structures for arbitration and review the current position relating to the topic.  At present, Hong Kong lawyers are prohibited from charging outcome related fees in arbitration.  The sub-committee will consider whether reform is needed to the relevant law and regulatory framework in order to provide more flexible fee structure options to parties in arbitration.
· Mediation
The Mediation Week cum Mediation Conference 2020 is scheduled to be held in May 2020.  Local and international speakers will be invited to share topical issues and development concerning mediation, and other events will also be held to promote mediation in various aspects, such as sports mediation, employee’s compensation claims, peer mediation, and mediation advocacy.
The Government will continue to foster the development of mediation through efforts of the Steering Committee on Mediation, and by organizing events, providing training courses and taking other relevant measures to enhance awareness of mediation among the general public and targeted sectors.  

The Steering Committee on Mediation will continue to monitor the operation of the Mediation Ordinance and the Apology Ordinance, and the accreditation and disciplinary matters of mediators in HKC.
The Joint Mediation Center (set up by the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade / China Chamber of International Commerce Mediation Center / Hong Kong Mediation Centre) will continue to provide a platform in HKC for resolving cross-border commercial disputes.  

DoJ is exploring the possibility of adoption of a unified mediators’ accreditation system, requirements for mediation rules applicable within the Greater Bay Area and code of conduct to be observed by the panel of mediators, and mutual recognition and enforcement of mediated settlement agreements, so as to promote the further use of mediation in the Greater Bay Area.
The United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation was open for signature on 7 August 2019.  HKC will continue to follow closely on the development of the legal framework for the enforcement of the international settlement agreements resulting from mediation.

	Website for further information:
	· Arbitration
http://www.doj.gov.hk/eng/public/arbitration.html
http://www.hkiac.org/en
· Mediation

http://www.doj.gov.hk/eng/public/mediation.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Arbitration

Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre
Tel: (852) 2525 2381; Fax: (852) 2524 2171
E-mail: adr@hkiac.org
· Mediation

The Mediation Team, Civil Division
Department of Justice

Tel: (852) 3918 4430; Fax: (852) 3918 4525
E-mail: mediation@doj.gov.hk

	

	Mobility of Business People

	Reciprocal use of automated immigration clearance services was extended to Thailand in 2018, in addition to Korea (since 2013), Germany (since 2014), Singapore (since 2014) and Australia (since 2016).  These arrangements enhance trade, business and tourism links between HKC and the participating countries.
Furthermore, HKC and Singapore have relaxed the requirement for enrolment for automated clearance service since December 2018.  The required number of visits paid by eligible Singaporean passport holders to Hong Kong prior to enrolment has been relaxed from no fewer than three times within 12 months to no fewer than two times within 24 months. A reciprocal arrangement has also been offered to HKSAR passport holders visiting Singapore.
Two new control points, namely the Express Rail Link West Kowloon Control Point and the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Control Point, were commissioned in September 2018 and October 2018 respectively, further enhancing the overall passenger handling capacity of control points of HKC.

	Continue to extend self-service immigration clearance (e-Channel) to enrolled visitors at control points.
Continue to review visa policies and immigration arrangements regularly and make improvements where appropriate with a view to enhancing the mobility of business people.



	Website for further information:  
	· Number of Visa Free or Visa Waiver Arrangements

http://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/visas/visit-transit/visit-visa-entry-permit.html
http://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/visas/overseas-chinese-entry-arrangement.html


	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Immigration Department
Principal Immigration Officer (Visa Control) Policies

Immigration Department

Tel: (852) 2829 3807; Fax: (852) 2824 1675

E-mail: kcchan@immd.gov.hk

	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information

	
	Continue to disseminate adequate, relevant, reliable and timely statistics which comply with international standards and statistical principles in a user-friendly website.


	Website for further information:  
	· Statistical information on HKC
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk

	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Statistical information on HKC
Statistical Information Dissemination Section
Census and Statistics Department

Tel: (852) 2582 4736; Fax: (852) 2827 1708
E-mail: gen-enquiry@censtatd.gov.hk

	

	Transparency

	
	Continue to maintain a highly transparent and accountable government that supports civic participation.


	Website for further information:
	· Monetary Statistics
http://www.hkma.gov.hk/eng/market-data-and-statistics/monthly-statistical-bulletin/


	

	Contact point for further details:
	· Monetary Statistics
Hong Kong Monetary Authority
Tel: (852) 2878 8196
E-mail: hkma@hkma.gov.hk

	


	RTAs/FTAs
 

	- Description of current agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.


	Agreement #1


	Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)
Please refer to Annex I.


	Agreement #2


	HKC - New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership Agreement 
Please refer to Annex II.


	Agreement #3


	Free Trade Agreement between HKC and the Member States of the European Free Trade Association
Please refer to Annex III.


	Agreement #4

	Free Trade Agreement between HKC and Chile

Please refer to Annex IV.



	Agreement #5

	Hong Kong and Macao Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (HK-Macao CEPA) 
Please refer to Annex V.



	Agreement #6
	Free Trade Agreement between HKC and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Please refer to Annex VI.


	Agreement #7
	HKC - Georgia Free Trade Agreement

Please refer to Annex VII.


	Agreement #8
	Free Trade Agreement between HKC and Australia

Please refer to Annex VIII.


	- Future plans

	HKC will continue to expand its FTA network, with a view to enhancing regional economic integration and contributing to the multilateral liberalisation efforts.


	Website for further information:  
	Please refer to Annexes


	Contact point for further details:
	Please refer to Annexes



	Other voluntary reporting areas


	Improvements made since 2016 IAP
	Further Improvements Planned

	Supporting multilateral trading system

	As a staunch supporter of free trade, HKC has been working closely with WTO Members with a view to strengthening and improving the rules-based multilateral trading system under the auspices of the WTO.  We have also actively participated in the discussions of the Joint Statement Initiatives on domestic regulation, electronic commerce and investment facilitation for development and are committed to making further progress at the Twelfth WTO Ministerial Conference.

	HKC has long supported the multilateral trading system by maintaining a liberal trade and investment regime.  We will continue to participate actively in the negotiations and discussions in the WTO.


	Website for further information:
	https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ito/wto/index.html

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Multilateral Trade Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel: (852) 2398 5747; Fax (852) 2390 7479

E-mail: mdiv1@tid.gov.hk

	


Annex I

	Agreement #1

Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:
HKC and China signed the Agreement on Trade in Goods under the framework of CEPA on 14 December 2018 for implementation from 1 January 2019. 

HKC and China signed the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services under the framework of CEPA on 21 November 2019 for implementation from 1 June 2020.


	Date of notification to the WTO
	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:

Parties to CEPA notified the WTO in March 2019 of the signing of the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Goods, and will notify the WTO in due course of the signing of the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services.


	General provisions

	Please refer to the CEPA texts for the general provisions (http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/cepa/index.html).


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement

	A Joint Steering Committee has been set up to supervise the implementation of CEPA and to resolve disputes that may arise during its implementation. 
The Investment Agreement provides a mechanism for settlement of an investment dispute arising from an alleged breach of the substantive obligations of the Agreement by one side causing loss to an investor of the other side.  Both sides agreed to set up a Committee on Investment under the mechanism of the CEPA Joint Steering Committee to deal with matters arising from the Investment Agreement.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Please refer to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Goods for the relevant provisions on trade in goods.



	Product coverage
	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:

The Agreement on Trade in Goods under the framework of CEPA has been implemented since 1 January 2019.  Through the updated commitments on liberalisation and the enhanced arrangement for rules of origin (ROOs), the Agreement provides that all goods of HKC origin meeting the CEPA ROOs can enjoy zero tariff preference upon importation into China.


	Rules of origin
	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows: 
The Agreement on Trade in Goods under the framework of CEPA has been  implemented since 1 January 2019.  CEPA ROOs  include “product specific ROOs (PSRs)”, which cover process-based rules, “change in tariff classification”, or “regional value content” requirement.  For goods not having a PSR, “regional value content” requirements apply.
Details on rules of origin are set out in Chapter 4 of the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Goods.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement

	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:
HKC and China signed the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services under the framework of CEPA on 21 November 2019 for implementation from 1 June 2020 to further liberalise trade in services between the two places.  The updated content for the reduction or elimination of discriminatory measures against services and service suppliers of the other side are set out in the Annex of the Agreement.


	Services coverage
	The CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services implemented from 1 June 2016 basically achieves liberalisation of trade in services between HKC and China.  Overall speaking, there are 153 sectors which China has fully or partially opened up to HKC services industry, accounting for 95.6% of all the 160 services trade sectors.
Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:
HKC and China signed the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services under the framework of CEPA on 21 November 2019 for implementation from 1 June 2020 to further liberalise trade in services between the two places.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)

	Since 2018 IAP Update, changes made are as follows:

The CEPA Agreement on Trade in Goods signed on 14 December 2018 has included three dedicated Chapters on “Customs Procedures and Trade Facilitation” (Chapter 5), “Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures” (Chapter 6) and “Technical Barriers to Trade” (Chapter 7) to establish principles of trade facilitation, including stipulation of commitments of the two sides in facilitating trade between the two places, simplifying customs procedures, enhancing transparency of related measures and strengthening cooperation, etc. in the relevant areas.  It also introduces trade facilitation measures in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Chapter 9).


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc.)

	HKC and China agreed to enhance cooperation in environment industry and intellectual property as set out in the Ecotech Agreement (Article 11 and Articles 16-17).  Article 25 of the Investment Agreement which was implemented as from 1 January 2018, concerns the use of environment measures in relation to investment. 



	Changes in 2018 and 2019
	HKC and China signed the Agreement on Trade in Goods under the framework of CEPA on 14 December 2018 for implementation from 1 January 2019.

HKC and China signed the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services under the framework of CEPA on 21 November 2019 for implementation from 1 June 2020.


	Expected changes in 2020

	To implement the Agreement concerning Amendment to the CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services from 1 June 2020.



Annex II

	Agreement #2

HKC - New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership Agreement


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	HKC and New Zealand signed the HKC – New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership Agreement (CEP Agreement) on 29 March 2010.  Entering into force on 1 January 2011, the CEP Agreement is a comprehensive and high quality free trade agreement that is fully consistent with the rules of the WTO.  It comprises trade liberalisation measures on both trade in goods and services.

An introduction to the CEP Agreement is at the following website:
https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hknzcep/index.html.
The full text of the CEP Agreement is at the following website:

http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/trade_relations/hknzcep/text_agreement.html.


	Date of notification to the WTO
	3 January 2011

	General provisions
	Chapter 1 establishes the Free Trade Area and sets out the objectives of the Agreement.  Chapter 2 gives the general definitions and interpretations.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Chapter 17 requires the establishment of a Joint Commission to oversee the implementation of the CEP Agreement and to review the general functioning of the CEP Agreement.

Chapter 16 provides the process for consultations and the settlement of disputes arising under the CEP Agreement.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods


	Chapter 3 sets out provisions regarding trade in goods.  Parties to the CEP Agreement have committed to elimination of tariffs on all products from the other Party. 

With effect from 1 January 2016, all HKC’s originating products complying with the preferential rules of origin and relevant procedures may enter into New Zealand tariff free.
HKC has committed to binding the provision of tariff free access to all New Zealand originating products upon the entry into force of the CEP Agreement.

Tariff schedules of the Parties are set out in Annex I to Chapter 3 of the CEP Agreement.

Parties have committed under Article 5 of Chapter 3 to not applying non-tariff measures inconsistent with WTO rules. 

Under Chapter 6, Parties agree to prohibit the use of export subsidy on all products in the bilateral trade.  Originating products of the other Party will not be subject to safeguard actions by each other, if such products are not a cause of or a threat to cause serious injury to the domestic industry.  Provisions are also in place to enhance the transparency on the use of anti-dumping measures.


	Product coverage
	HKC applies zero tariff to all imported goods of New Zealand origin.  New Zealand provides for a total elimination of tariffs on all HKC’s originating exports to New Zealand since 1 January 2016.


	Rules of origin
	Provisions concerning rules of origin are set out in Chapter 4.
Goods eligible for CEP Agreement should be (a) wholly obtained or produced in the Area of a Party, (b) produced entirely in the Area of one or both Parties exclusively from materials originating from one or both Parties or (c) produced in the Area of one or both Parties using non-originating materials that conform to a change in tariff classification requirement, a regional value content requirement (as provided for in Article 5 of Chapter 4) or other requirements as specified in Annex I to Chapter 4.  Article 2 of Chapter 4 also requires the good to meet the other applicable provisions of the chapter.

Product-specific rules of origin are set out in Annex 1 to Chapter 4.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement

	Please refer to Chapters 12 and 13 for the relevant provisions on government procurement and services respectively.

Parties to the CEP Agreement have agreed to negotiate an Investment Protocol to the CEP Agreement.  Negotiations are underway.


	Services coverage
	The CEP Agreement covers a comprehensive and diverse scope of service sectors, ranging from business and professional services, communication services, financial services and transport services to construction and related engineering services, distribution services, educational services, environmental services, health and social services, tourism and travel related services, as well as recreational, cultural and sporting services.  Details of the liberalisation measures are set out in the Annexes to Chapter 13 of the CEP Agreement.

The CEP Agreement includes commitments in respect of movement of business persons.  Details of the commitments are set out in Annex I to Chapter 14.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)

	Regarding trade facilitation, the CEP Agreement provides for co-operation in the following areas: customs procedures (Chapter 5); sanitary and phytosanitary measures (Chapter 7); technical barriers to trade (Chapter 8); electronic commerce (Chapter 10); and transparency in law and regulations (Chapter 15). 


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc.)

	The CEP Agreement includes specific provisions on the promotion of competition (Chapter 9) and the promotion of the effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights (Chapter 11). 

The CEP Agreement does not include specific provisions on labour and environment.  Parties to the CEP Agreement have concluded the HKC - New Zealand Environment Cooperation Agreement and the Memorandum of Understanding on Labour Cooperation between HKC and New Zealand separately from but alongside the CEP Agreement.


	Other
	Parties to the CEP Agreement signed the Arrangement on Education Cooperation on 13 October 2011 to help build and strengthen the education relationship between the two places, as provided for in Annex IV to Chapter 13.


	Changes in 2018 and 2019
	The second General Review was under preparation. Both side agreed to carry out mandated services review to create more business opportunities and to enhance trade and investment flows between two places. 


	Expected changes in 2020

	Both sides will consider to convene the fourth Joint Commission meeting.


Annex III
	Agreement #3

Free Trade Agreement between HKC and the Member States of the European Free Trade Association



	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	HKC and the Member States of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA States) namely Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland, signed a Free Trade Agreement (the Agreement) on 21 June 2011.  This is HKC’s first free trade agreement with European economies.  The Agreement entered into force between HKC; Iceland; Liechtenstein and Switzerland on 1 October 2012; as well as between HKC and Norway on 1 November 2012.
An introduction to the Agreement is accessible via the following website: http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/trade_relations/hkefta/index.html.
The full text of the Agreement is accessible via the following website: http://www.tid.gov.hk/english/trade_relations/hkefta/text_agreement.html.


	Date of notification to the WTO


	27 September 2012


	General provisions


	Please refer to the Agreement text for the general provisions.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement

	A Joint Committee has been established to supervise the implementation of the Agreement.
The Agreement provides for an effective, efficient and transparent process for consultations and settlement of possible disputes arising under the Agreement.


	Provisions relating to trade in goods


	Under the Agreement, all industrial products as well as fish and certain marine products of HKC origin can enjoy duty-free entry into the EFTA states.  Tariff-free or tariff concessions are accorded to HKC's processed agricultural products by the EFTA states.  For products originating in the EFTA states, HKC commits to binding its current tariff-free regime.


	Rules of origin


	A set of preferential rules of origin has been formulated for the purpose of claiming preferential tariff treatment in accordance with the Agreement.  Under the Agreement, the origin of different products may be determined by either “process-based” rules or “value-based” ones.


	Provisions relating to trade in services 

	The Agreement covers a comprehensive scope of service sectors, ranging from business and professional services, communication services, financial services and transport services to construction and related engineering services, distribution services, educational services, environmental services, health and social services, tourism and travel related services, as well as recreational, cultural and sporting services.  In terms of market access, service providers of HKC and the EFTA States will enjoy under the Agreement preferential opportunities in terms of legal certainty for market access, national treatment and MFN treatment for the supply of a comprehensive range of services in each other’s markets. 

The Agreement also contains disciplines on domestic regulation to ensure that measures affecting trade in services are transparent and administered in a reasonable, objective and impartial manner, as well as specific provisions to further facilitate trade of HKC and the EFTA States in financial services and telecommunications services.



	Provisions relating to investment


	The Agreement provides investors in non-service sectors with legal certainty on national treatment, facilitates their temporary entry and stay in HKC and the EFTA states, and provides them with safeguards on movement of capital and other aspects. 


	Treatment of other major areas


	Apart from trade in services and goods as well as investment, the Agreement contains a wide range of measures which seek to facilitate bilateral trade between HKC and the EFTA States, as well as to create a more transparent and predictable business environment.  They provide for:

· elimination of the use of anti-dumping measures;

· restriction of the application of countervailing and safeguard measures;

· enhanced communication and cooperation on technical barriers to trade and sanitary and phytosanitary measures; 
· more efficient release of goods through simplification of customs formalities and documentation;

· promotion of competition;

· effective protection of intellectual property rights;

· facilitation of access to each other’s government procurement market; and

· promotion of environmental protection through trade initiatives.




Annex IV

	Agreement #4

Free Trade Agreement Between HKC and Chile



	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	HKC and Chile signed a Free Trade Agreement (the Agreement) on 7 September 2012.  This is HKC’s first free trade agreement with a Latin American economy.  The Agreement entered into force on 9 October 2014.
An introduction to the Agreement is accessible via the following website: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkclfta/index.html.

The full text of the Agreement is accessible via the following website: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkclfta/text_agreement.html.


	Date of notification to the WTO


	15 October 2014

	General provisions


	Please refer to the Agreement text for the general provisions.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement


	A Free Trade Commission has been established to supervise the implementation of the Agreement.

Process for consultations and settlement of disputes arising under the Agreement are stipulated in Chapter 17 of the Agreement.  


	Provisions relating to trade in goods


	Chapter 3 of the Agreement sets out provisions relating to trade in goods.  Among other commitments, parties to the Agreement have committed to elimination of tariffs.  For goods originating in HKC, Chile has abolished import tariffs on 98 per cent of its tariff lines since 1 January 2016.  The remaining 2 per cent, comprising, for example, cereals, sugars, articles of iron or steel, will continue to be subject to import tariff because of domestic sensitivity in Chile.  On the other hand, HKC commits to binding its current tariff-free regime for all products originating in Chile upon the entry into force of the Agreement.

Apart from tariff measures, in accordance with Chapters 6 and 7 of the Agreement, HKC and Chile will co-operate in the areas of sanitary and phytosanitary measures and technical barriers to trade, with the objective of reducing trade barriers and facilitating bilateral trade as far as possible.

The Agreement also contains measures to enhance the transparency and procedural rules of the anti-dumping, countervailing and safeguard investigations, as set out in Chapter 8 of the Agreement.



	Rules of origin


	A set of preferential rules of origin has been formulated for the purpose of claiming preferential tariff treatment in accordance with the Agreement.  Under Chapter 4 of the Agreement, a good qualifies as an originating good if it (a) is wholly obtained or produced in the Area of a Party as provided for in Article 4.4; (b) is produced entirely in the Area of one or both Parties exclusively from originating materials from one or both Parties; or (c) is produced in the Area of one or both Parties using non-originating materials that conform to a change in tariff classification requirement, a regional value content requirement (as provided for in Article 4.5) or other requirements as specified in Annex 4.2 (i.e. the Product Specific Rules of Origin).  The good also needs to meet the other applicable provisions of Chapter 4.


	Provisions relating to trade in services 

	The Agreement covers a comprehensive and diverse scope of service sectors, ranging from business and professional services, communication services, construction and related engineering services, distribution services, environmental services, financial services, tourism and travel related services, recreational, cultural and sporting services, as well as transport services.  Services and service providers of HKC and Chile will enjoy under the Agreement legal certainty in market access and national treatment for a comprehensive range of services.  The Agreement also contains provisions to improve transparency of domestic regulations and ensure that they do not constitute unnecessary barriers to trade in services.

Details of the services provisions as well as the specific commitments of the two sides are set out in Chapter 11 of the Agreement and its Annexes respectively.

The Agreement also includes specific provisions and commitments to further facilitate trade of HKC and Chile in financial services, as set out in Chapter 12 and its Annexes of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to investment


	The Agreement provides investors of both sides with legal certainty on national treatment in respect of their investments in specified non-services sectors.  Further to the Agreement, the two sides signed a comprehensive Investment Agreement on 18 November 2016, which entered into force on 14 July 2019.


	Treatment of other major areas


	The Agreement also contains provisions to promote competition, facilitate access to each other’s government procurement market, enhance co-operation in customs procedures, and protect the environment.



	Changes in 2018 and 2019

	The first meeting of the Free Trade Commission was concluded on 6 September 2019. At the meeting, the Commission noted that the implementation of the Agreement had been smooth and effective, providing better market access and certainty to businesses of both sides.  The Commission also adopted the rules of procedure for arbitral panels for dispute settlement established under the Agreement and welcomed the entry into force of the Investment Agreement in July 2019.


	Expected changes in 2020

	Both sides are reviewing their Schedules of Specific Commitments under Chapter 11 of the Agreement with a view to improving their services commitments.



Annex V
	Agreement #5

Hong Kong and Macao Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	Hong Kong and Macao signed a Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (HK-Macao CEPA) on 27 October 2017.  Entered into force on the date of signature, the HK-Macao CEPA is comprehensive in scope and the commitments therein go beyond those undertaken by Hong Kong and Macao under the WTO (i.e. WTO-plus).
An introduction to the HK-Macao CEPA is at the following website: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkmacao/index.html.

The full text of the HK-Macao CEPA is at the following website: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkmacao/text_agreement.html.



	Date of notification to the WTO


	18 December 2017

	General provisions


	Chapter 1 sets out the objectives and principles of the HK-Macao CEPA; Chapter 2 gives the definitions.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement


	Chapter 12 requires the establishment of a Joint Steering Committee to, amongst others, supervise the implementation and resolve disputes that may arise during the implementation of the HK-Macao CEPA.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods


	Chapter 3 sets out provisions regarding trade in goods.  Parties to the HK-Macao CEPA have committed to apply zero tariff to all imported goods originated from the other Party.

Under Article 6 of Chapter 3, Parties have agreed that neither side shall apply non-tariff measures inconsistent with the WTO rules to goods originating from the other side.


	Rules of origin


	Provisions concerning rules of origin are set out in Article 7 of Chapter 3.
The existing non-preferential origin rules are used to establish the origin of Hong Kong products.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services
	Chapter 8 sets out provisions regarding trade in services.  The HK-Macao CEPA covers a comprehensive range of service sectors.  The service providers of Hong Kong and Macao enjoy legal certainty that their market access for majority of the committed sectors is not subject to limitations such as number of services suppliers, service operations or employees in the sector; the value of transactions; the legal form of the service suppliers; or the participation of foreign capital.

Details of the services provisions as well as the specific commitments of the two sides are set out in Annexes I and II to Chapter 8.


	Provisions relating to treatment of investment

	Chapter 9 for the relevant provisions on investment.
Parties to the HK-Macao CEPA have agreed in principle to discuss a separate instrument on investment.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (Customs Procedures, SPS, TBT, intellectual property, etc.)
	HK and Macao reaffirm their commitment to observe relevant WTO agreement and strengthen communication and cooperation in such areas as customs clearance facilitation (Chapter 5); technical barriers to trade (Chapter 6); sanitary and phytosanitary measures (Chapter 7), and intellectual property (Chapter 10). 
The specific content of cooperation shall be formulated and implemented in accordance with Chapter 11 (Economic and Technical Cooperation).


	Treatment of other issues (Economic and Technical Cooperation)

	Hong Kong and Macao have formulated an Economic and Technical Cooperation Work Programme to enhance cooperation in customs procedures and trade facilitation, technical barriers to trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, intellectual property, as well as transparency in laws and regulations.


	Changes in 2018 and 2019
	The commitments in liberalisation of trade in goods and services were implemented as scheduled from 1 January 2018 onwards.




Annex VI

	Agreement #6

Free Trade Agreement between HKC and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	HKC signed a Free Trade Agreement with ASEAN (the Agreement) in 2017.  The Agreement entered into force for HKC, Laos, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam on 11 June 2019 and for Malaysia on 13 October 2019.  The Agreement shall enter into force for the remaining ASEAN Member States (AMS) after they have completed the ratification procedures.
ASEAN comprises Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam.

An introduction to the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkasean/index.html.

The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkasean/text_agreement.html.



	Date of notification to the WTO


	To be notified.


	General provisions


	Please refer to the Agreement text for the general provisions.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement


	A Joint Committee consisting of representatives of the Agreement parties has been set up to, among others, review the implementation and operation of the Agreement.  Its functions are set out in Chapter 12 of the Agreement.

Rules and procedures for consultations and settlement of possible disputes arising under the Agreement are stipulated in Chapter 13 of the Agreement.  



	Provisions relating to trade in goods


	Details of the provisions on trade in goods and the tariff reduction commitments of the parties are set out in Chapter 2 of the Agreement.  On tariff measures, AMS commit to progressively eliminate / reduce their customs duties on goods originating from HKC.  HKC commits to granting tariff free access to all products originating from AMS for which the Agreement takes effect.  

Apart from tariff measures, in accordance with Chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the Agreement, HKC and ASEAN commit to strengthen co-operation in the areas of customs procedures and trade facilitation, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and technical barriers to trade.

HKC and ASEAN also affirm their rights and obligations on trade remedies under the relevant WTO Agreements, as set out in Chapter 7 of the Agreement.



	Rules of origin


	A set of preferential rules of origin has been formulated for the purpose of claiming preferential tariff treatment in accordance with the Agreement.  Details are set out in Chapter 3 of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to trade in services 

	The Agreement covers a comprehensive and diverse scope of service sectors, with market access and national treatment commitments made by HKC and ASEAN.  The Agreement also includes other general obligations to facilitate trade in services, including those relating to domestic regulations.

Details of the services provisions and the specific commitments of the parties are set out in Chapter 8 of the Agreement and its Annex respectively.



	Provisions relating to investment


	HKC and ASEAN have also signed a related Investment Agreement, which complements the Free Trade Agreement, in particular its chapter on Trade in Services.

Apart from investment promotion and facilitation, the Investment Agreement provides investors of HKC and ASEAN with non-discriminatory treatment of investments in non-services sectors and protection of investments in all sectors, in respect of their investments in the other party.



	Treatment of other major areas


	The Agreement comprises a chapter on economic and technical co-operation (ECOTECH) which aims to enhance the benefits of the Agreement through capacity building programmes and technical assistance.

Details of ECOTECH are set out in Chapter 9 of the Agreement.
Under the Agreement, both sides have also agreed to promote and strengthen co-operation in the area of intellectual property rights.



	Changes in 2018 and 2019

	The Agreement has come into effect gradually since June 2019.

The 1st Joint Committee Meeting was held on 6-7 August 2019 in HKC.  Various implementation issues were discussed and agreed.


	Expected changes in 2020

	To commence operation of the ECOTECH Work Programme.


Annex VII

	Agreement #7
HKC - Georgia Free Trade Agreement


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	HKC signed a Free Trade Agreement with Georgia (the Agreement) in June 2018.  The Agreement entered into force on 13 February 2019. 

An introduction to the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkgefta/index.html.
The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkgefta/text_agreement.html.


	Date of notification to the WTO


	12 February 2019



	General provisions


	Please refer to the Agreement text for the general provisions.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement


	A Joint Committee consisting of representatives of the Agreement parties will be established to, among others, review the implementation and operation of the Agreement.  Its functions are set out in Chapter 15 of the Agreement.

A transparent mechanism for consultations and settlement of possible disputes arising under the Agreement are stipulated in Chapter 16 of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to trade in goods


	Details of the provisions on trade in goods are set out in Chapter 2 of the Agreement.  For goods originating in HKC, Georgia has abolished import tariffs on 96.6 per cent of its tariff lines upon the entry into force of the Agreement.  The remaining 3.4 per cent of its tariff lines, comprising mainly agricultural products such as fruits and nuts and their preparations as well as beverages and spirits, will continue to be subject to import tariff due to domestic sensitivity in Georgia.  On the other hand, HKC commits to binding its current tariff-free regime for all products originating in Georgia upon the entry into force of the Agreement.

In addition, Chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the Agreement provide for cooperation in the areas of customs matters, technical barriers to trade, and sanitary and phytosanitary measures.

The Agreement also contains measures to enhance the transparency and procedural rules of the anti-dumping and safeguard investigations, as set out in Chapter 7 of the Agreement.  In addition, HKC and Georgia agree not to apply countervailing measures against each other.   

 

	Rules of origin


	A set of preferential rules of origin has been formulated for the purpose of claiming preferential tariff treatment in accordance with the Agreement.  Details are set out in Chapter 3 of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to trade in services 

	The market access and national treatment commitments made by HKC and Georgia cover a comprehensive range of services sectors.  The Agreement contains provisions to improve transparency of domestic regulations and ensure that they do not constitute unnecessary barriers to trade in services.  There is also a separate Chapter on Electronic Commerce and an Annex on International Maritime Transport.

The relevant provisions and the specific commitments of the parties are set out in Chapters 8 (including its Annexes) and 9 of the Agreement respectively.



	Provisions relating to investment


	The Agreement provides investors of HKC and Georgia with legal certainty on national treatment and other safeguards, in respect of their investments in specified non-services sectors.



	Treatment of other major areas


	The Agreement also includes provisions to promote competition, ensure effective protection of intellectual property rights, and protect the environment.




Annex VIII

	Agreement #8

Free Trade Agreement between HKC and Australia



	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)


	HKC signed a Free Trade Agreement with Australia (the Agreement) in March 2019.  The Agreement will enter into force on 17 January 2020. 

An introduction to the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkaufta/index.html.
The full text of the Agreement is available at:

https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/ita/fta/hkaufta/text_agreement.html.


	Date of notification to the WTO


	17 January 2020

	General provisions


	Please refer to the Agreement text for the general provisions.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement


	A Joint Commission comprising representatives of HKC and Australia at the level of Ministers or senior officials will be established to, among others, review the application or implementation of the Agreement.  Its functions are set out in Chapter 17 of the Agreement.

Mechanism for consultations and settlement of disputes arising under the Agreement is stipulated in Chapter 18 of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to trade in goods


	Details of the provisions on trade in goods including tariffs and trade remedies are set out in Chapter 2 of the Agreement.  On tariff measures, HKC and Australia are committed to eliminating all tariffs on goods originating from each other upon the entry into force of the Agreement.  On trade remedies, HKC and Australia agree to strengthen the notification and consultation requirements for countervailing measures. 
In addition, Chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the Agreement provide for cooperation in the areas of customs matters, technical barriers to trade, and sanitary and phytosanitary measures.



	Rules of origin


	A set of preferential rules of origin has been formulated for the purpose of claiming preferential tariff treatment in accordance with the Agreement.  Details are set out in Chapter 3 of the Agreement.



	Provisions relating to trade in services 

	The market access and national treatment commitments made by HKC and Australia cover a comprehensive range of services sectors.  The Agreement also includes other obligations to facilitate trade in services, including tariff-free undertaking for all electronic transmissions and other facilitation measures for e-commerce; improvement of transparency of domestic regulations and streamlining of application procedures for authorisation; provision of dedicated disciplines on financial services and telecommunications; and implementation of future work programmes on educational services, professional services and legal services.
The relevant provisions and the specific commitments of the parties are set out in Chapters 7-12 of the Agreement and their Annexes.



	Provisions relating to investment


	The Agreement contains the two sides’ commitments on liberalisation and treatment of investments.  Details are set out in Chapter 12 of the Agreement and its Annexes.

In addition, HKC and Australia signed a new Investment Agreement which contains modern provisions on non-discriminatory treatment of investments and comprehensive protection of investments.  The new Investment Agreement will enter into force on 17 January 2020 and replace the old one signed in 1993.



	Treatment of other major areas


	Chapter 13 of the Agreement sets out commitments of HKC and Australia on market access and rules in respect of government procurement (GP) to facilitate suppliers' access to each other's GP market.

The Agreement also includes commitments to ensure effective protection of intellectual property rights and promote competition. 



� 	HKC accepts relevant international standards such as ISO and IEC standards.  There is no central standards body developing and issuing domestic standards in Hong Kong.  HKC’s policy is to use international standards as far as possible and align domestic standards with international standards where appropriate.


� 	At present, HKAS is a signatory to the MRA of both the Asia Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (APAC) and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) for testing, calibration, medical testing, inspection and proficiency testing provider; and to APAC MRA for reference material producer. For certification, and validation and verification, HKAS is a signatory to both the APAC MRA and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) MLA for quality management system certification, environmental management system certification, food safety management system certification, energy management system certification, product certification, and validation and verification; and to APAC MRA for occupational health and safety management system certification.





� 	Big Data Analytics System was developed to analyse different types of information on the Internet with a view to screening and detecting the purchase or sale of infringing goods more effectively.
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