BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 
III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES
(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information
· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)
· Other voluntary reporting areas 
· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  
· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.
· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 
(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 
· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 
	Individual Action Plan Update for Australia for 2020

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2018 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Australia has continued to improve tariff prefrences through implementation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). 

Since the 2018 IAP, Australia has implemented three new FTAs:

· The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) is a free trade agreement (FTA) between Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, New Zealand, Singapore and Vietnam. The CPTPP was signed by the 11 countries on 8 March 2018 in Santiago, Chile. 

· The Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement (PAFTA) entered into force on 11 February 2020.
· The Australia-Hong Kong Free Trade Agreement (A-HKFTA) entered into force on 17 January 2020.
· The Indonesia–Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) is a bilateral agreement signed between Australia and Indonesia in March 2019, ratified by Australia in November 2019 and Indonesia in February 2020.

	Australia and China will undertake a post-implmentation review of the ChAFTA agreement in 2020.
From 1 January 2020:

Percentage of tariff lines with tariff-free treatment under the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA will be 100%


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	KAFTA: KoreaFTA@dfat.gov.au 
JAEPA: JapanEPA@dfat.gov.au  

ChAFTA: ChinaFTA@dfat.gov.au 
AANZFTA: ASEAN.FTA@dfat.gov.au
IA-CEPA (Indonesia): ia-cepa@dfat.gov.au
CPTPP: tpp@dfat.gov.au 
Tradeagreements@homeaffairs.gov.au

	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	
	(i) Automatic import licensing – Australia does not impose automatic import licensing

(ii) Discretionary import licensing - Australia’s import licensing procedures are consistent with the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures. Current licensing requirements are confined to discharge of Australia’s international obligations and to protect the community through maintaining transparent and scientifically based health and safety related import programs.

(Australia last notified its import licensing to WTO in 2019.)

Australia does not impose export subsidies.

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	
	

	Services
	In November 2016, the Australian Government established the Professional Services Mutual Recognition Unit within DFAT to assist Australian professional associations and regulators in both addressing behind-the-border barriers and in negotiating the international recognition of Australian qualifications and licensing.

Since 2018 Australia has ratified or completed negotiatons on  FTAs with WTO-Plus services commitments with an additional four FTAs (both bilateral and regional) – the Comprehensive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) were in force by end-2019. Bilateral FTAs with Hong Kong, Indonesia and Peru
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/Pages/professional-services-mutual-recognition-unit.aspx
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/Pages/trade-agreements 

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Joanne Lovejoy, DFAT, 02 6261 9452
	

	Investment


	Changes to the foreign investment framework were announced in the 2017-18 Federal Budget and additional technical amendments took effect from 1 July 2017, facilitating business and residential real estate investment, reducing red tape, and simplifying the fee framework.
The entry into force of the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans‑Pacific Partnership, (CPTPP) (the CPTPP is in force for: Canada, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Singapore and Vietnam), and Australia-Hong Kong Free Trade Agreement and the associated Investment Agreement (in force 17 January 2020) provide private investors from these countries with higher foreign investment screening thresholds. The threshold for reviewing treaty partners’ proposed acquisition of non-sensitive businesses and developed commercial land in Australia increased from AUD 266 million to AUD 1,154 million.
	

	Website for further information:  
	A summary of Australia’s Foreign Investment Policy is available at: http://firb.gov.au/resources/policy-documents/ 
The Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) has published annual reports to the Australian Parliament since 1996 which illustrate results of Australia’s foreign investment screening process.  A copy of the latest report is available at www.firb.gov.au along with other relevant information for foreign investors seeking to invest in Australia.

Further information on the 2017-18 Budget is available at http://www.budget.gov.au/ .
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Sina Grasmann, The Treasury: + 61 6263 3719
	

	Standards and Conformance


	The Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources continues to manage the Australian Government’s relationship with Australia’s standards and conformance infrastructure. More information is available here - https://www.industry.gov.au/regulations-and-standards/australias-standards-and-conformance-infrastructure). 

The National Measurement Institute (NMI) is one of Australia’s four standards and conformance bodies and is Australia’s peak body for scientific and legal metrology. 

· Following unanimous endorsement by Member States of the Convention du Mètre (the inter-governmental treaty in scientific measurement) in November 2018 – including NMI’s CEO as Australia’s official representative, on 20 May 2019 the revised definition of the International Sytem of Units (SI or metric system) was officially launched. 

· On this date, the revised SI definitions were legally in force in Australia’s measurement law. The SI redefinition  provides governments and citizens around the world with a stable and reliable international framework for measurement that will support and foster advances in science and technology for generations to come. 

Standards Australia, recognised through a Memorandum of Understanding with the Australian government as the peak non-government standards development body in Australia, has been implementing a number initiatives to raise the transparency and objectivity of Australian Standards. 

· In 2019, Standards Australia released a new Distribution and Licensing Policy Framework. The Framework provides for innovation in standards delivery and increased channels to market, allowing more choice in how content is accessed. The framework aims to increase the reach and relevance of standards to the Australian community.
· In 2019, Standards Australia has increased use of independent facilitators and technical writers to assist complex and/or contentious technical committees 
	· Australia signed a bilateral MRA on conformity assessment, certificates and markings with the United Kingdom in January 2019 (expected to enter into force after the current Brexit transition period concludes).

· The process for standards development by Standards Australia involves a public comment period – one in which the broader community has the opportunity to review  and provide comment on draft standards. Standards Australia piloted a Public Comment portal in 2019, which is to be refined for release in 2020. The portal will support more user friendly commenting during the public comment period, as well as better visibility of feedback on draft standards. It will also allow for more visibility of where ISO and IEC content is adopted.



	Website for further information:  
	https://www.standards.org.au/about/governance/action-plan/tgr-quarter-4-progress-report

	

	Contact point for further details:
	NMI

Dr Angela Samuel, Director, International Relations, NMI

Angela.samuel@measurement.gov.au 

DISER

Trade Facilitation Section, Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources - tradefacilitation@industry.gov.au

	https://www.industry.gov.au/regulations-and-standards/australias-measurement-system
https://www.industry.gov.au/regulations-and-standards/reducing-technical-barriers-to-trade
https://www.industry.gov.au/news-media/australia-and-uk-sign-mutual-recognition-agreement
https://www.standards.org.au/news/an-innovative-future-for-standards-australia 

https://www.industry.gov.au/regulations-and-standards/australias-standards-and-conformance-infrastructure

	Customs Procedures


	Australian Customs and Border Protection Service continue to undertake research and evaluation activities to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of border management processes and interactions with industry.  Outcomes of this work were published in a number of reports, including Time Release Studies. These reports are all available on the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service website at www.customs.gov.au 

	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	
	Copyright modernisation consultation

As part of the Australian Government’s 2017 response to the Productivity Commission inquiry into IP (2016), the Government committed to conducting further public consultations in 2018 on copyright policy regarding more flexible copyright exceptions, the practice of ‘contracting out’ of copyright exceptions, and the use of orphan works. A discussion paper was released in March 2018 and 89  submissions were received. The Department of Communications and the Arts undertook further intensive consultations throughout 2018 including six round-table meetings, over 40 additional one-on-one meetings with key stakeholder groups, along with further stakeholder consultations in late 2018 and 2019.

Copyright website blocking legislation

The Copyright Amendment (Online Infringement) Act 2018 extends upon the amendments made in 2015 which enabled website blocking injunctions to be applied against carriage service providers in order to blocking infringing online locations located outside of Australia. The 2018 amendments allow injunctions to also be made against search engine providers. It also broadened the range of infringing websites that can be addressed through website blocking orders to include sites such as cyber lockers, and enables the Federal Court to make more responsive blocking orders. The amendments came into effect in 11 December 2018.

Copyright Amendment (Service Providers) Act 2018

The Copyright Amendment (Service Providers) Act 2018 came into force on 29 December 2018, and extends the operation of the ‘safe harbour’ scheme to a broader range of service providers in the disability, educational and cultural sectors. The extension limits liability for those service providers regarding copyright infringements that occur in the course of carrying out certain activities online.

Further information on Australia’s copyright reform is available at: https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/copyright/copyright-reform
Emma Shadbolt
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 

Emma.Shadbolt@communications.gov.au


	Future copyright reform

Taking the extensive consultations on copyright exceptions into account, the Government is now considering targeted measures to reform copyright exceptions and allow access to orphan works. 

Future consultation on online copyright enforcement

As part of the Australian Government’s response to the Australian Consumer and Competition Commission’s Digital Platform Inquiry report (released on 12 December 2019) it announced that they will be evaluating opportunities for facilitating online copyright enforcement in a review of the operation of the 2018 website blocking amendments which is due at the end of 2020.

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Implementation of Government Response to Productivity Commission (PC) inquiry into Australia’s intellectual property (IP) system

The Intellectual Property Laws Amendment (Productivity Commission Response Part 1 and Other Measures) Act 2018 is the first piece of legislation implementing the Government’s response to the PC inquiry into Australia’s IP arrangements. 

The Act included improvements to the plant breeder’s rights and trade mark systems recommended by the PC, and a number of measures to improve the delivery of service to customers by reducing the time that both customers and IP Australia spends on administrative matters.

for the 
	On 26 Feb 2020 the Australian Government passed the second piece of legislation implementing its response to the Productivity Commission’s inquiry, the Intellectual Property Laws Amendment (Productivity Commission Response Part 2 and Other Measures) Bill 2019.
The Bill includes amendments to introduce an objects clause into the Patents Act 1990 and to commence the phasing out of the innovation patent system. It will make a number of changes to the Crown use provisions for patents and designs, will amend the compulsory licensing provisions of the Patents Act 1990, and will make a number of technical amendments to the Patents Act 1990 and Trade Marks Act 1995 to streamline procedures and increase efficiency.



	Website for further information:  
	www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1216
	

	Contact point for further details:
	 Paul Gardner, IP Australia

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	
	Implementing accepted recommendations from ACIP’s Review of the Designs System

In June 2016 the Government accepted the majority of recommendations of the former Advisory Council on Intellectual Property’s (ACIP) review into the effectiveness of the designs system in stimulating innovation by Australian users and the impact the designs system has on economic growth.

IP Australia is currently developing a Bill to implement elements of the Australian Government’s response to the ACIP Review.

IP Australia is also undertaking a more holistic review of the designs ecosystem, as part of a Designs Review Project. 

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/public-consultations/implementing-accepted-recommendations-acips-review-designs-system
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Andrew Wilkinson, IP Australia

andrew.wilkinson@ipaustralia.gov.au

	

	
	Streamlining filing of translated documents with the patent office

The Intellectual Property Laws Amendment (PCT Translations and Other Measures) Regulations 2019 simplifies filing of translations of patents documents with IP Australia, and makes other technical improvements to IP legislation.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019L00376
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Gardner, IP Australia:

paul.gardner@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	
	Undertake a fee review 2019-2020

The fee review will explore several themes including, but not be limited to:

· Supporting innovators by balancing IP Australia’s fees with costs of doing business

· Increasing flexibility and efficiency for IP Australia and our stakeholders; and
· Exploring the impact fees have on the quality of IP applications and competition in the marketplace.

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/fee-review-2019-2020
	

	Contact point for further details:
	 Lisa Bailey, IP Australia

lisa.bailey@ipaustraila.gov.au
	

	
	Trans-Tasman Patent Attorney Regime

The Trans-Tasman IP Attorneys Board has made a new code of conduct for Australian and New Zealand patent and trade mark attorneys. The new code came into force on 23 February 2018.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.ttipattorney.gov.au
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Jennifer Hutchinson, IP Australia

jennifer.hutchinson@ipaustralia.gov.au 
	

	
	
	Indigenous Knowledge Policy Development

IP Australia is looking to improve the IP system to promote economic opportunities for Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and protect the cultural integrity of their Indigenous Knowledge.

Indigenous Knowledge includes Traditional Knowledge (including practices, processes and know-how) and Traditional Cultural Expressions (including arts and crafts, literature, performances and ceremonies).

In 2018-2019 IP Australia consulted Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other interested stakeholders on the key issues they face in protecting and managing Indigenous Knowledge in the intellectual property system.

In December 2019 IP Australia released a Work Plan of initiatives for further consultation and implementation during 2020, including potential changes to the administration of IP in Australia.


	Website for further information:  
	www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/public-consultations/indigenous-knowledge-consultations
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Brendan Bourke, IP Australia

brendan.bourke@ipaustralia.gov.au
	

	
	
	

	Competition Policy


	· In 2017, the Government made major amendments to the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) following the 2015 Harper Competition Policy Review. These included strengthening the misuse of market power prohibition, establishing a prohibition on anti-competitive concerted practices and reforming merget approval processes. 

· In 2019, the Government repealed the limited intellectual property exemption from prohibitions on anti-competitive conduct in the CCA.
	The Govenrment is not currently considering further amendments to the competition provisions of the CCA.

	Website for further information:  
	Competition and Consumer Amendment (Competition Policy Review) Bill 2017
Competition and Consumer Amendment (Misuse of Market Power) Bill 2017
Treasury Laws Amendment (2018 Measures No.5) Bill 2018
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Paul Palisi, Manager, Competition, Australian Treasury, 02 6263 2547
	

	
	The Australian Government released its review of the Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism (ADGSM) led by the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science on 24 January 2020. 

The Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism (ADGSM) was established in 2017 to ensure there is a sufficient supply of natural gas to meet forecast needs.

This statutory review assessed if the ADGSM is still fit for purpose to deliver a functional domestic gas market.

The review found that the ADGSM has been working effectively to safeguard domestic gas supplies, and made a number of recommendations (see website).

https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/australian-domestic-gas-security-mechanism-review-2019
ADGSM@industry.gov.au
Measurement

The Australian Government is undertaking a review of Australia’s Measurement Law to develop options for modernising, streamlining and simplifying the legislative framework and meet the future demands of the Australian economy. 

The review commenced in 2017 and is undertaking an extensive consultation process gathering input via public consultations and targeted consultations with peak bodies, regulators and government agencies.

The first discussion paper (Scope of Australia’s Measurement Laws) sought input on what Australia’s measurement laws should cover in a modern economy. It was released on 21 May 2018 with submissions closing on 22 June 2018.

In April 2019 a set of three discussion papers were released examining traceable measurement, measuring instruments and measurement-based transactions. These papers were open for consultation from 4 April 2019 to 23 June 2019. 

A final set of discussion papers regarding third party arrangements and compliance arrangements were released for public consultation from 29 October to 23 December 2019.

Bill Loizides, GM, Legal Metrology Branch, NMI (bill.loizides@measurement.gov.au) 

Thomas McEwin, Director, Measurement Law Review, NMI

(Thomas.mcewin@measurement.gov.au)
Communications

The Federal Government has recently introduced into the Parliament reforms to the telecommunications sector to encourage competitive investment in telecommunications infrastructure by relaxing the level playing field requirements for companies other than the owner of the National Broadband Network.

https://www.communications.gov.au/departmental-news/government-responds-vertigan-reviews
Daniel Abraham daniel.abraham@communications.gov.au

	Measurement 

The review is currently developing options for reform in resonse to issues raised during stakeholder consulations.  An Early Assessment Regulation Impact Statement will be released for public comment in 2021 prior to formal options being presented to government for decision.

https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/measurement-law-review 

Communication 

Specifically, exemptions from the wholesale-only requirement will be available for:

· networks dedicated to supply services to small and medium business customers;
· smaller network operators, subject to the competition regulator, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) making a class exemption; and 

· larger network operators that have made functional separation commitments that have been accepted by the ACCC.


	Government Procurement


	Australia acceded to the WTO Government Procurement agreement (GPA) in May 2019.  The GPA is a significant WTO plurilateral agreement which offers legally-binding access to government procurement markets estimated at USD1.7 trillion. The GPA has 47 members. The Agreement’s main principles are transparency and non-discrimination. It requires GPA members to offer other members’ suppliers conditions ‘no less favourable’ than domestic suppliers. In addition, the GPA provides for domestic review procedures to enable aggrieved firms to seek a review of procurement decisions.
The Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership entered into force for Australia December 2018. The Government Procurement Chapter sets high quality standards for government procurement that are robust, transparent and allow suppliers to participate fairly in procurement processes.  The Chapter will ensure that governments do not discriminate against foreign service suppliers when assessing tenders and awarding contracts.

The most recent amendments to the Singapore Australia Free Trade Agreement entered into force 1 December 2017. The Government Procurement Chapter has been modernised to reflect better current procurement practices, including to protect government policies aimed at encouraging access to government contracts for indigenous firms and small and medium-sized enterprises.
	Australia is negotiating high quality government procurement disciplines as part of the Australia European Union FTA.

	Website for further information:  
	http://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/international-organisations/wto/Pages/wto-agreement-on-government-procurement.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/cptpp/official-documents/Pages/official-documents.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/in-force/safta/Pages/singapore-australia-fta.aspx

	

	Contact point for further details:
	WTO GPA - Simon Reid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: simon.reid@dfat.gov.au
CPTPP – CPTPP Coordinator, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade: cptpp.contact@dfat.gov.au
SAFTA - singapore.fta@dfat.gov.au

	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	In 2019, the Australian Government announced the formation of a Deregulation Taskforce to investigate new policies to reduce the regulatory compliance burden for business.

The Taskforce is paying particular attention to regulatory complexity, the length of time for approvals and duplication across government. It is also investigating opportunities to adopt technological solutions which make it easier for small businesses to cost-effectively navigate and comply with regulatory requirements.
The Australian Government also announced an AUD156.2 million package over four years from FY 2019-20 to streamline regulatory compliance processes and reduce the cost of doing business, including by targeted investments in technology.
	The Australian Government continues to look for new ways to improve its deregulation approach.
The Australian Government is undertaking a review of Australia’s Measurement Law to ensure that the legislation is appropriate, effective and meets the future demands of the Australian economy. The Government will be presented with a proposal for reform by 2020. 



	Website for further information:  
	https://treasury.gov.au/review/deregulation-taskforce
	https://industry.gov.au/science/ScienceAgencies/Pages/Measurement-Law-Review.aspx 

	Contact point for further details:
	Brenton Goldsworthy, First Assistant Secretary, Economic Division, Australian Government Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
	Bill Loizides, GM, Legal Metrology Branch, NMI, DIIS

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Resolution

	In 2017, Australia signed the United Nations Convention on Transparency in Treaty-based Investor-State Arbitration (Mauritius Convention), which improves transparency in investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) arbitration proceedings. Australia is currently giving consideration to ratifying the Mauritius Convention, following a recommendation by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties, in December 2019, that binding treaty action be taken.


	Australia is considering the potential for accession to the Convention on Choice of Court Agreements.

Accession to this instrument would further enhance the efficiency and robustness of dispute mediation frameworks available to foreign businesses and investors in Australia.  

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Rebecca Xu | Legal Officer

Private International and Commerical Law Section, Attorney-General’s Department

Rebecca.Xu@ag.gov.au

	

	Mobility of Business People


	Online Lodgment for all Australian applications was successfully launched in 2016.  From this the BMG is continuing to work with economies to establish online connectivity for all eceonomies with the ABTC System: work has been conducted to map the requirements for connectivity and to cost the funding required to achieve initial and subsequent connectivity.
	Development of an ABTC Mobile Application that will provide access to a digital version of the ABTC for cardholders from fully participating members to display on their mobile electronic devices when using their ABTC to enter an APEC economy.  It is expected that the ABTC Mobile Application will be launched during ‘Leaders Week’ in November 2020.  A ‘Soft Launch’ Announcement was made to Senior Business Leaders of the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) during the ABAC Conference for APEC February 2020.

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.apec.org/Groups/Committee-on-Trade-and-Investment/Business-Mobility-Group/ABTC 
	https://www.apec.org/Groups/Committee-on-Trade-and-Investment/Business-Mobility-Group/ABTC-Mobile-Application 

	Contact point for further details:
	apec@homeaffairs.gov.au 
	apec@homeaffairs.gov.au 

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	https://ftaportal.dfat.gov.au/ 
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current agreements
	· Australia–New Zealand (ANZCERTA or CER) – 1 January 1983 

· Singapore–Australia (SAFTA) – 28 July 2003 

· Australia–United States (AUSFTA) – 1 January 2005 

· Thailand–Australia (TAFTA) – 1 January 2005 

· Australia–Chile (AClFTA) – 6 March 2009

· ASEAN–Australia–New Zealand (AANZFTA) – 1 January 2010 for eight countries: Australia, New Zealand, Brunei, Burma, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam. For Thailand: 12 March 2010. For Laos: 1 January 2011. For Cambodia: 4 January 2011. For Indonesia: 10 January 2012 

· Malaysia–Australia (MAFTA) – 1 January 2013 

· Korea–Australia (KAFTA) – 12 December 2014 

· Japan–Australia (JAEPA) – 15 January 2015 

· China–Australia (ChAFTA) – 20 December 2015 

· Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) – 30 December 2018

· Australia-Hong Kong (A-HKFTA) – 17 January 2020

· Peru-Australia (PAFTA) — 11 February 2020
PACER Plus was signed on 14 June 2017 by Australia, New Zealand and eight Pacific Island countries – Cook Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Tuvalu. It has not yet entered into force. Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus 


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (IA-CECA)
Negotiations to conclude a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement between Australia and India were launched in May 2011. There have been nine rounds of negotiations, the most recent of which was held in September 2015.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aifta/


	
	Agreement #2


	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

At the 3rd Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Summit in Bangkok on 4 November 2019, leaders from 16 Indo-Pacific countries – Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam – agreed on the importance of RCEP as a signal of the region's collective commitment to open trade and investment. 
www.dfat.gov.au/fta/rcep/


	
	Agreement #3


	European Union 
Australia and the European Union (EU) launched negotiations for a free trade agreement (FTA) on 18 June 2018. Based on 2018-19 data, as a bloc, the EU was Australia's second largest trading partner, third largest export destination, and second largest services export market.
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/negotiations/aeufta/Pages/default 

	
	Agreement #4


	Gulf Cooperation Council(GCC)
Free Trade Agreement negotiations with the GCC, comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, commenced in July 2007. The Council has paused its trade negotiations with all partners pending a review of its trade agreement policy. In March 2014, the GCC Ministerial Council approved the resumption of FTA negotiations, but made no announcement on when negotiations would resume and with which countries.

www.dfat.gov.au/fta/agccfta/
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	Pacific Alliance 
Australia and the Pacific Alliance launched negotiations on 30 June 2017. The Pacicif Alliance is a regional trading bloc comprising Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/negotiations/pacificalliancefta/Pages/pacific-alliance-free-trade-agreement 
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	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





