ANNEX 1:  Fact sheet on Individual Efforts Made towards the Achievement of the Bogor Goals
	
	Status in 1996
	Status in 2009
	Status in 2019
	Major Achievements incl. Significant Progress 

after the Mid-term Stocktake and

Example of Best Practices

	1. Tariffs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Import-weighted average of MFN applied tariff
	10.27%
	3.76%
	5.08%
	(Note: Based on 2018 imports since 2019 imports from PSA is not yet available)

	(2) Simple average of MFN applied tariff 
	13.99%
	6.23%
	7.14%
	Tariffs have remained stable and predictable

	(3) Tariff average, based on import tariff revenue
	(no data available)
	(no data available)
	(no data available)
	(Note: Tariff Commission has no data on tariff revenue)

	(4) Zero tariff lines as a percentage of all tariff lines 
	0%
	3.97%
	14.62%
	Evident increase in the number of duty-free tariff lines

	(5) Zero tariff imports as a percentage of all imports 
	0%
	24.02%
	42.02%
	(Note: Based on 2018 imports since 2019 imports from PSA is not yet available)

	(6) Standard deviation for applied tariff
	--
	--
	7.56%
	MFN tariffs fall within a narrow range and cluster around the mean tariff of 7.14%

	(7) Transparency in tariff regime
	The Philippines’ tariff schedule was available as a publication, “Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines (TCCP).”  

Annual updates of  MFN tariff schedule was provided to the APEC Tariff Database and the WTO Integrated Data Base.

Public hearings and consultations on petitions were being held under Sections 401 and 402 of the TCCP  for tariff modification as well as Philippine participation in multilateral, regional or bilateral tariff arrangements. 
Tariff changes are published in two newspapers of general circulation before they take effect and any new issuances are reflected in the TCCP.
	The Philippines’ tariff schedule was available as a publication, “Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines (TCCP).”
Annual updates of MFN tariff schedule was provided to the APEC Tariff Database,  the WTO Integrated Data Base and in the ASEAN website for its CEPT-AFTA tariff schedule.  

Public hearings and consultations on petitions were being held under Sections 401 and 402 of the TCCP  for tariff modification as well as Philippine participation in multilateral, regional or bilateral tariff arrangements. 

Tariff changes are published in two newspapers of general circulation before they take effect and any new issuances are reflected in the TCCP.


	The Philippines’ tariff schedule was available as a publication through the Philippine Tariff Commission’s (TC) Tariff Book entitled “Tariff Administration and Policy including the ASEAN Harmonized Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN 2017)” which is published regularly.
Annual updates of MFN tariff schedule were provided to the WTO Integrated Data Base.

Public hearings and consultations were being held under Sections 1608 and 1609 of the CMTA on petitions for tariff modification as well as Philippine participation in multilateral, regional, or bilateral tariff arrangements.

Tariff changes are published in two newspapers of general circulation before they take effect and any new issuances are reflected in the TC Tariff Book, TC website, and the Philippine Tariff Finder (PTF)
	The enhanced Philippine Tariff Finder (PTF), a free online facility that allows the user to do a quick search of the Philippine tariff rates on imported products of their interest under all the 11 Philippine tariff schedules. 

	2. Non-Tariff Measures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Quantitative import restrictions/ prohibitions
	Maintained quantitative import restrictions on rice as per flexibility provided under Annex 5 of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture.
	Maintained quantitative import restrictions on rice as per flexibility provided under Section 5 of Annex 5 of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture.  The special treatment for rice was extended to 2012. 
	Repealed the provision of PD 4 which prescribed the quantitative import restrictions on rice through the issuance of Republic Act No. 11203.
	Signing into law of Republic Act No. 11203 or “An Act Liberalizing the Importation, Exportation and Trading of Rice, Lifting for the Purpose the Quantitative Import Restriction on Rice, and For Other Purposes”

Submitted the proposed rectification and modification of schedule relating to rice tariffication to the World Trade Organization on 20 September 2019. The proposed modification was circulated to WTO Members last 17 October 2019.

	(2) Import licensing
	Approximately 241 products
	Approximately 190 products
	Approximately 359 products
	

	(3) Import levies
	No import levies collected.
	No import levies collected.
	No import levies collected.
	

	(4) Export subsidies
	No export subsidies granted.
	No export subsidies granted.
	No export subsidies granted
	

	(5) Other non-tariff measures maintained
	-
	-
	Implemented 26 Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures

	Continued the monitoring of pest and disease outbreaks in the Philippines and in other countries to protect the country from their entry and spread in the production areas.

	3. Services
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are granted as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	In the Uruguay Round (GATS), the Philippines made commitments in twelve (12) sectors:

Business Services
(1) Other business services (professional congress organizers)

Communication Services

(2) Courier services

(3) Telecommunication services

Financial Services

(4) Insurance and insurance related services

(5) Banking and other financial services

Tourism and Travel Related Services

(6) Hotels and restaurants (incl. catering)

(7) Travel agencies and tour operator    agencies

Transport Services

(8) Maritime transport services

(9) Air transport services

(10) Rail transport services

(11) Road transport services

Services auxiliary to other services
	No changes
	No changes
	

	(2) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained as a result of the commitments in the GATS
	(1) Special visa category for traders and investors of countries for which the Philippines has treaties on entry rights maintained for all scheduled (12) sectors

(2) Maritime transport services sectors (1) 

· Preferential cargo sharing arrangement with countries that are Parties to UN Liner Code

· Access to domestic shipping reserved for Philippine owned or registered vessels.

(3) Financial services sectors (insurance and banking and other financial services)

· Favourable treatment to financial service suppliers of another Member that accords favourable treatment to financial service suppliers of the Philippines. 
	No changes
	No changes
	

	(3) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which market access and/or NT are offered in the DDA under the GATS
	NA
	In its 2005 initial offer, the Philippines was prepared to make commitments on eight (8) sectors:

(1)Computer and related services 
(2) Construction services 
(3)Distribution services (Commission agents’ services)

(4) Other business services (services related to energy distribution; improvement in existing offer on professional congress organizers)

(5)Environmental services (Sewage services);
(6)Hotels and restaurants services (improvement in existing offer);
(7) Travel Agencies (improvement in existing offer);

(8) Other (services related to power generation and supply of energy).
In 2008 (and reiterated in 2011), possible further commitments were indicated in 10 sectors. 

(1) Professional services (architectural and engineering services) 

(2) Computer related services (improvements)
(3) Construction services (additional CPC)
(4) Higher education services (possible mode 2 commitment)

(5) Other education (possible mode 2 commitment in technical/ vocational educ.)

(6) Insurance (possible improvements)

(7) Banking and other financial services  (possible improvement) 

(8) Maritime transport services (additional commitments on access and use of port services)

(9) Postal/courier (clarification on UR inscription)

(10) Telecommunication services (expansion of sectoral coverage)  

	Based on review as of 2015, the 2005/2008 indications in general, remain valid. With DDA negotiations on hold, the 2005/2008 indications need to be reviewed/ reconfirmed

· 
	Details of the indicative offers are shown below:

Initial conditional offers in seven (7) sectors in 2005:
(1) Computer and related services

(2) General construction work for civil engineering

(3) Other construction

(4) Commission agents’ services

(5) Other business services (energy services)

(6) Sewage services

Improved UR offers under 

(7). Hotels and restaurants services:

a. Tourism accommodation facilities including hotel lodging (eco lodge, eco facility)

b. Specialty restaurants

(8). Travel Agencies (eco tour)

(9)  Other business services (professional congress organizers)

Revised indicative offers in 2008 consisted of new and improved offers covering ten (10) sectors:
(10) Professional services (architectural and engineering services)

(11) Computer related services (improvements)

(12) General construction work for civil engineering (additional CPC)

(13) Higher education services (possible mode 2 commitment)

(14) Other education (possible mode 2 commitment in technical/vocational educ.)

(15) Financial services (possible improvements in insurance and banking and other financial services (2)

(16) Maritime transport services (additional commitments on access and use of port services

(17) Postal/courier (clarification on UR inscription)

(18) Telecommunication services (expansion of sectoral coverage) 

	(4) Number of sectors out of 55 services sectors in which MFN exemptions maintained in the DDA under the GATS
	
	MFN exemption maintained on all sectors initially offered in 2005 (8 sectors) and possible further commitments in 2008 (10 sectors):

Entry of natural persons - All sectors; 

Preferential cargo sharing  and cabotage; access to domestic shipping – maritime transport;

Reciprocal treatment - financial services

	No changes
	

	(5) Number of RTAs/FTAs in which more market access and/or NT are committed to services sectors than those in the commitments under the GATS
	NA
	Three (3) agreements:

· Philippines-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement

· ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement
 

· ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement

	Six (6) agreements 
· ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area

· Philippines-European Free Trade Association Free Trade Agreement

· ASEAN Framework Agreement on Trade in Services (AFAS)

· ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership

· ASEAN-Hong Kong FTA

· Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
 
	Nine bilateral, regional trade and comprehensive partnership agreements that the Philippines has acceded to yielded higher number of services sectors committed compared to GATS, with more preferential market access e.g., higher foreign equity participation allowed subject to existing laws, to sectors/subsectors committed or offered.

In terms of number of sectors committed, AFAS has the most number covered at 49 out of 55 sectors, followed by PJEPA and PH-EFTA. The RCEP is seen to cover more sectors than the latter two agreements.

	(6) Number of sectors in which licensing and qualification requirements apply specifically to foreign service providers
	N.A.
	N.A. 
	N.A.
	

	(7) Measures to improve transparency in services
	N.A.
	N.A.
	N.A.
	

	4. Investment
	
	
	
	

	(1) Restrictions on foreign investment 
	No Foreign Equity – 10 Activities
Up to 25% Foreign Equity – 2 Activities

Up to 30% Foreign Equity – 1 Activity

Up to 40% Foreign Equity – 16 Activities
	No Foreign Equity – 11 Activities

Up to 20% Foreign Equity – 1 Activity 

Up to 25% Foreign Equity – 3 Activities

Up to 30% Foreign Equity – 1 Activity

Up to 40% Foreign Equity – 17 Activities 

Up to 60% Foreign Equity – 2 Activities
	No Foreign Equity – 11 Activities

Up to 25% Foreign Equity – 2 Activities

Up to 30% Foreign Equity – 1 Activity

Up to 40% Foreign Equity – 17 Activities 


	The Foreign Investment Negative List (FINL) lists down two sets of information, namely: (1) List A: enumeration of areas of activities reserved to PH nationals by mandate of the Constitution and specific laws; and (2) List B: areas of activities and enterprises regulated due to its being a defense-related activity or an activity which has public health or moral implications.
Over the years, the Philippines has liberalized its investment measures to keep up with the domestic and global demands and be consistent with the policy of easing restrictions on foreign participation in certain industries or activities.

	(2) Investment by foreigners entails offsets (performance requirements, export requirements, local content requirements)
	Export 70% of total production
	Export 70% of total production
	Export 70% of total production
	Only if enterprise registers with BOI for incentive availment. Foregoing notwithstanding, on hundred percent (100%) foreign owned enterprise may operate in the Philippines except in activities covered under the FINL.

	(3) Restrictions on transfers of capital
	Not existing
	Not existing
	Not existing
	Foreign inward investments need not be registered with the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), or with registering authorized agent banks (AABs) on behalf of the BSP, unless the repatriation of capital and/or the remittance of related earnings in pesos thereon shall be funded with foreign exchange (FX) resources of AABs and/or AAB subsidiary/affiliate FX corporations (AAB forex corps).

On 5 February 2019, the BSP issued  Circular No. 1030 which further liberalized rules on inward investments by broadening the coverage of inward investment transactions, allowing registration of investments filed beyond the prescriptive period, streamlining/simplifying processes/ documentary requirements, facilitating sale of FX relating to investments, and allowing submission of supporting documents through electronic means for registration of private sector foreign loans/borrowings without public sector guarantee, registration of inward investments and sale of FX by banks covering various FX transactions. Said Circular became effective on 8 March 2019.

	(4) Consistency with APEC Non-Binding Investment Principles
	Most
	Most
	Most
	

	(5) Number of BITs and FTAs/RTAs which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	15 agreements
	44 agreements
	48 agreements
	There is a steady increase in PH BIT/FTA/RTA partners from 1996 to present.

	BITs and FTAs/RTAs with APEC member economies which NT and MFN are ensured in relation to foreign investment
	Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Vietnam
	Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, New Zealand, Korea, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore
	Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, New Zealand, Korea, Hong Kong, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore
	

	(6) Measures to improve transparency in investment
	Public hearings and consultations are conducted in the formulation of polices

Civil society and the private sector have consultative representation in government committees

RA7042, otherwise known as the “Foreign Investments Act” (FIA) requires the government to prepare an FINL. implications.
	Public hearings and consultations are conducted in the formulation of polices

Civil society and the private sector have consultative representation in government committees

The FIA requires the government to prepare an FINL.
	Public hearings and consultations are conducted in the formulation of polices

Civil society and the private sector have consultative representation in government committees

The FIA requires the government to prepare an FINL.

Signing into law of RA No. 11032, otherwise known as the “Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018” (EODB Act).
	The EODB Act was enacted to streamline government services, especially for business-related transactions. This aims to reduce processing time, cut bureaucratic red-tape, and also eliminate corrupt practices. It limits processing time for government agencies and government-owned and controlled corporations to three working days for simple transactions, seven days for complex transactions, and 20 working days for highly technical ones. It also requires all LGUs to devise a unified business application form for the issuance of business permits, clearance, and other types of authorizations, as well as set-up a one-stop shop to facilitate all business transactions. 

	5. Standards and Conformance
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of domestic standards aligned with the target international standards for Voluntary Action Plan (VAP)
	645 (47%)

	3,755 (75.7%)

	10,890 (79.38%)

	

	(2) Description of conformity assessment process including participation in and implementation of mutual recognition arrangements
	3 Bilateral MRAs: Japan, Indonesia, Australia

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service also accredited the Food Development Center (FDC) of the Philippines for the certification of food exports to Australia.

Submitted its application for membership in the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Agreement and in the PAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA).
	Part I, Information Exchange, of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (December 1999).

Actively involved in establishing mutual recognition agreements within APEC and ASEAN, and at the bilateral level. 

Participates in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety (IAP 2004)

Officially designated the National Telecommunications Commission as designating authority for TEL MRA (IAP 2004)

Signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Technical Cooperation with SIRIM QAS International Sdn. Bhd. of Malaysia (IAP 2004)

The Industrial Technology Development Institute (ITDI) of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) signed the CIPM/MRA (IAP 2004)


	Actively involved in establishing mutual recognition agreements within APEC and ASEAN. 

ASEAN MRA on Bio-equivalence (BE) Study Report for Generic Medicinal Product and ASEAN MRA for Inspection and Certification System on Food Hygiene for Prepared Foodstuff Products signed in 2017.

Active participation in international standardization activities on high impact standards technical committees.


	Signatory status maintained for ILAC MRA, IAF MLA, and APAC MRA relative to accreditation schemes.

Progressive and proactive actions towards developing, adopting and/or revising of Philippine National Standards that are science-based and consistent with international standards.

Continuous participation in national and international standardization activities.


	(3) Efforts to raise transparency and objectivity of standards
	Established in 1995 the BPS Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (BPSLAS) which covers the accreditation of testing or calibration laboratories.

Made information on standards and conformity assessment available to the public but was only working on the development of a website.
	Established a website (http://www.bps.dti.gov.ph/) providing information on technical regulations, standardization and conformity assessment activities in the Philippines.
	Modernization of the Standards and Conformance Portal (www.bps.dti.gov.ph), a weekly notice and newsletter on TBT notifications, and a monthly posting of the developed/adopted PNS to the BPS portal.

Updated information on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) issuances, including the approved PNS on agriculture and fishery products through www.spsissuances.da.gov.ph.
	Continuous strict observance of transparency obligations under the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements by notifying proposed and new TBT and SPS regulations. 

More information dissemination amongst agencies to actively maintain and improve the Philippines’ observance of its obligations to the WTO.

	6. Customs Procedures
	
	
	
	

	(1) Adoption of HS2007 nomenclature
	--
	(Adopted / Not adopted)
	
	

	(2) Conformity with the Revised Kyoto Convention
	Simplified its customs procedures based on the principles of the Kyoto Convention.
	Accession to the Kyoto Convention underway
	Acceded to the Kyoto Convention by 25 June 2010.


	Customs Modernization and Tariff Act which implements the Revised Kyoto Convention and other international standards took effect on June 16, 2016

	(3) Transparency
	Publishes Department Orders and Commissioner’s orders, memoranda and circular letters. Issuances that impose fines or affect the private sector are published in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation or in the Official Gazette.

Conducted seminars and workshops on customs issuances.
	Publishes Department Orders and Commissioner’s orders, memoranda and circular letters. Issuances that impose fines or affect the private sector are published in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation or in the Official Gazette.

Launched the new website (http://www.customs.gov.ph) which is being upgraded to provide public access to customs laws, regulations and information in the future and information on transacting with Customs through electronic to mobile (e2m), text broadcast (cellular phones/PDA).  
	Launch of the BOC CARES, a system that enables stakeholders to monitor the status of their shipments/packages

Launch of Parcel Tracking System in September 2019 to allow customers to monitor the location and status of parcels sent to them either by air or sea.

Utilization of Dashboard for internal stakeholders. It is a BOC Management Tool designed to help officials monitor port activities and to make decisions based on data analysis.
	Implementation of the Online Submission System of Air Manifests for forwarders and airlines

Launch of Parcel Tracking System to allow customers to monitor the location and status of parcels sent to them either by air or sea.



	(4) Use of information technology and automation (e.g. Single Window, Harmonised Trade Data Elements, Paperless Trading, etc.)
	--


	The Philippines passed RA 8792 or the “The Electronic Commerce Act of 2000” which recognizes the legal effect, validity and enforceability of electronic documents and electronic signatures.

 

BOC’s customs software (ASYCUDA or automated system for customs data) was upgraded in preparation for the adoption of the web-based ASYCUDA World in 2004.

 

Launched the RosettaNet crossborder system to allow for the submission of electronic documents within the ASEAN region.

Introduced in 2007 internet lodgment of import declarations through value-added service providers (VASP)

An Executive Order (EO) was signed by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo for the Creation of the National Single Window Task Force for Cargo Clearance in December 2005
	The use of information technology is embodied in Section 101 (f) of the Customs Modernization and Tariff Act. Since its effectivity, the Bureau of Customs has implemented seven (7) systems namely: 

a. Goods Declaration Verification System (GDVS)

b. National Value Verification System (NVVS)

c. Alert Order Monitoring System (AOMS)

d. Document Tracking System (DTS)

e. Cargo Targeting System (CTS)

f. Customer Care Portal System (CCPS)

g. Parcel and Balikbayan Boxes Tracking System
	Enacted Republic Act No. 8792 or the “Electronic Commerce Act of 2000”

Enacted Republic Act No. 10863 or the “Customs Modernization and Tariff Act”

	(5) Measures to secure trade (e.g. AEO, etc.)
	NA
	NA


	Establishment of Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program (Customs Administrative Order or CAO-5-2017) as part of the Trade Facilitation Program of the Philippine Bureau of Customs. The formal launch was held last December 2019
	Establishment of Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program

	(6) Implementation of other customs measures to facilitate trade (e.g. Advance Classification Ruling System, Time Release Survey, etc.)
	The Philippines has an existing system for advance tariff classification under Sec. 1313 of the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines
	The Philippines has an existing system for advance tariff classification under Sec. 1313 of the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines


	Implementation of the “super green lane” accreditation for faster processing imported cargoes
	

	7. Intellectual Property (IP)
	
	
	
	

	(1) Ratification and implementation of the major multilateral agreements relating to IP rights
	Existing laws on intellectual property rights were being aligned with the WTO TRIPS Agreement  

Ratification of patent and copyright treaties were underway.


	Enacted RA No. 8293 or the “Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines” in 1997. 

Ratified the Patent Cooperation Treaty on 17 May 2001

Enacted RA No. 9150 an Act Providing for the Protection of Layout-Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits, amending for the certain sections of RA No. 8293

Ratified the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO Performance and Phonograms Treaty on 11 March 2002

Accepted the Protocol amending the TRIPS Agreement on 30 March 2007

Enacted RA No. 9502 or the “Universally Accessible Cheaper and Quality Medicines Act of 2008”
	Acceded to the Madrid Protocol on 25 July 2012

Acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty on 18 December 2019

Signatory to the Final Act of the Beijing Treaty

Signed the IRR of the Technology Transfer Act

Enacted of RA No. 10372 an Act Amending Certain Provisions of Republic Act No. 8293, otherwise known as the "Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines", and for Other Purposes

Enactment of the Anti-Camcording Act of 2010


	Since 2010, the Philippines has ratified and implemented most of the major multilateral agreements relating to IP. 

These include the enactment of the Intellectual Property Code (RA 8293), which codified the IP laws of the Philippines. With the developments in the international IP landscape and the Philippines’ accession and/or ratification of the several international treaties, the IP Code was amended three times through RA 9150, RA 9502 and RA 10372. At present, the IP Code is being reviewed to further strengthen the IP system in the Philippines by incorporating best practices on the creation, protection, utilization, commercialization and enforcement of IP rights.

	(2) Measures to ensure the expeditious granting of IP rights
	Used the “first to invent” system for inventions, utility models and industrial designs which automatically required substantive examination before grant of patent rights.
	Launched the Chemistry and Engineering Education Program for IP lawyers and practitioners

Conducted the 3rd Patent Agent Qualifying Examinations (PAQE), as part of the strategy to further develop competence in patent drafting and prosecution among patent practitioners, and to increase patent filings by local inventors and scientists
	Launched end-to-end IP online platforms (from application to payment) to expedite IP application processes:

· Trademark (TM) Online filing system and TM e-doc system

· Utility Model and Industrial Design Online Filing Systems

· Invention Online Filing system and Invention-doc system

· Patent and TM e-Correspondence systems

Implemented the Joint Examination Track to reduce turnaround time for trademark applications

Increased the number of Innovation and Technology Support Offices (ITSO) to boost technical support services on IP asset creation, protection and commercialization

Designated by WIPO as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA)

Adopted the Industrial Property Administration System (IPAS) of the WIPO

Developed the Mind2Market Program (M2M) to shepherd inventors from creation to commercialization of their inventions and researches

Launched the “Juana Make a Mark” project and “Juan’s Thousand Inventions” focusing on the registration of brands owned by members of the MSME sector and inventions from universities/academe, respectively

Created the Bureau of Copyright and Related Rights through RA 10372

Established 16 IP Satellite Offices in the regions

Developed a National IP Strategy (NIPS)

Certified under ISO 9001:2015 for patent examination process

Continuous capacity building and competency development for IPOPHL examiners 


	Launched the Mind2Market Program (M2M)

Launched “Juana Make a Mark” project and “Juan’s Thousand Inventions”

The IPOPHL continuously improves its internal rules and procedures to make the registration of IP rights more efficient. To highlight, these improvements include:

· launching of end-to-end online services (from application to payment)

· implementation of the Joint Examination Track (JET) for trademark applications

· issuance of Early Search Report (ESR) and Written Opinion (WO) to local applications within six months from the filing date

· start of operations as an ISA/IPEA

· establishment of 16 IPOPHL Satellite Offices (IPSO) nationwide

	(3) Measures to provide for the effective enforcement of IP rights
	Created the Inter-Agency Committee on Intellectual Property (IAC-IPR) to coordinate the activities of government agencies dealing with the administration and enforcement of IPR as well as the policy-making process on matters relating to IPR

Administrative complaints were filed with the Department of Trade and Industry
	Established the Intellectual Property Office with the enactment of RA 8293

Established the Filipinas Copyright Licensing Society (FILCOLS)

Updating the IP Philippines’ database on the IP Adjudication System which is utilized by the IP hearing officers, legal staff and litigants.

Initiated project proposals on the admission of electronic evidence with a view to implementing the Supreme Court Rules on such type of evidence, and on the feasibility of video conferencing for Intellectual Property Violation (IPV) cases.

Continued proactive media management and training of law enforcers, government officials and representatives from the private sector.

Institutionalized permanent units in the different law enforcement and government agencies through EO 736
	Sustained effective IPR enforcement activities. 

Instituted an Alternative Dispute Resolution Program (Arbitration and Mediation)

Instituted the Mediation Outside of Litigation Program

Implemented the Mandatory Mediation

Enactment of the Anti-Camcording Act of 2010

Implemented the Expedited Trial for IP Cases

Promulgation of the Special Rules of Court for IP Cases

Enactment of RA No. 10372 providing IPOPHL with enforcement powers and creating an IP Enforcement Office within IPOPHL

Enactment and implementation of the Anti-Cable Television and Cable Internet Tapping Act of 2013
	The National Committee on Intellectual Property Rights (NCIPR) created under EO No. 736, is the interagency body that formulates and implements plans and policies, as well as strengthen the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights in the country. Through the efforts of all the member agencies of the NCIPR, the Philippines posted the highest record on enforcement with the seizure of counterfeit and pirated goods at P23.8 billion in 2018.

With the strong enforcement measures in place, the Philippines keeps its position out of the USTR Special 301 since 2014.

At present, the Supreme Court of the Philippines, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, is reviewing the Supreme Court Rules of Procedure for IP to expedite the procedure for IP litigation. 

The Philippines is also the ASEAN Champion on IP enforcement and as such, designated as the Chair of the ASEAN Network of IP Enforcement Experts (ANIEE) since 2017.

	(4) Measures to harmonise IP rights systems in the APEC region
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	Ongoing development of an ASEAN Common Guidelines on Patent Examination

Developed an ASEAN Common Guidelines on the following:

· Substantive Trademark Examination

· Industrial Design Examination

Ongoing adoption of performance pledges from ASEAN Member States for IP registration particularly, on the turnaround time in the issuance of registration and issuance of first office action

Initiated with the ASEAN IP Association (AIPA) the development of the Pan-ASEAN Trademark Application (PATMA)
	The Philippines is working with other ASEAN Member States, most of which are also APEC economies, in developing and/or improving IP services within the region. The programs and iniatives of ASEAN are in the ASEAN IPR Action Plan 2016-2025.



	(5) Public education about IP
	Limited public education and awareness raising activities relating to IPRs. It was still working for passage of the law to align existing legislation with the WTO TRIPS Agreement


	Conduct of seminars/workshops on IP in the regions/provinces and in educational institutions; the publication of a CD-ROM containing a compilation of the Philippine laws, rules and regulations and selected international treaties relating to intellectual property rights and their enforcement; and the sponsorship of a nationwide essay writing contest on IP

Provides technical advisory services through its IP Information, Public Assistance and Training Division 

Established the country’s first Intellectual Property Research and Training Institute (IPRTI) (2007)
	Ramped up effective utilization of the IP System by MSMEs and the academe through the following:

· Launch of “Juana Make a Mark” project

· Launch of “Juan’s Thousand Inventions” 

· Conduct of Patent Mentoring Sessions 

Developed the Mind2Market Program (M2M) 

Institutionalized the IP Academy that offers trainings and courses on IP

Regular conduct of L.E.A.P. IP, a free orientation seminar on basic IP for the public

Established the Youth IP Advocates composed of secondary science high school students who are committed to protect IP
	To spread awareness on IP, the President of the Philippines issued in 2017 Proclamation No. 190 declaring every April as the National Intellectual Property Month. 

In addition, the Philippines launched the following programs to bring IP closer to the people, to business and to consumers:

· Aggressive promotion through traditional and non-traditional approach (social media, media interviews, statement shirts, etc.)

· Establishment of the IP Academy to implement a systematic approach to teaching intellectual property

· Implementation of programs that educates the Filipino youth and their families on building respect for IP

· Conduct of free regular seminars on basic IP

	(6) International cooperation on IP rights
	Identified human resource development and the automation of administrative functions as priority areas
	The Philippines continues to participate in bilateral, regional multilateral cooperation initiatives/activities in order to improve and strengthen the implementation, administration and enforcement of the IPR system in the country.
	Secured IPOPHL's designation as International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
	The Philippines has been active in engaging other countries and in building partnerships with the following:

1. Singapore

2. Lao PDR

3. United Kingdom

4. Canada

5. Australia

6. Russia

7. China

8. Korea

9. European Union

10. France

11. Japan

12. Taiwan

13. Tajikistan

14. United States

15. WIPO

	(7) Measures to promote transparency of IP rights requirement (for example, the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards)
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	All rules and regulations pertaining to intellectual property protection and enforcement, and the amendments thereto issued by the IP Philippines are posted on the website (http://www.ipophil.gov.ph) to provide access and availability to interested parties and the public.
	The IPOPHL website is updated on a regular basis to reflect all updates or changes in the rules, regulations, and requirements being implemented/required by the Office. 

The Philippines, along with other ASEAN Member States are also maintaining an ASEAN IP Portal, which contains the relevant information about the IP Offices of each ASEAN Member State.

The Philippines also notifies to the WIPO any updates on its laws, rules and regulations, which publishes the same in the WIPO website.
	The measures implemented by the Philippines to ensure transparency are as follows:

· Regular updating of the IPOPHL website

· Notification to ASEAN and WIPO on updates on IP-related laws, rules, and regulations in the Philippines

· Regular stakeholder consultations 

	8. Competition Policy
	
	
	
	

	(1) Development of competition laws and establishment of competition authority
	The State is mandated to regulate or prohibit, when the public interest so requires, monopolies, combinations in restraint of trade and other unfair competition practices. 

Separate legislation and/or case law also governed unlawful monopolies or combinations in restraint of trade or unfair competition behavior.

Other laws or statutes which contain competition-related provisions include the following:

· RA 8799 (The Securities Regulation Code) 

· the Price Act (1992)
· Consumer Act of the Philippines (1992)

· Public Telecom-     munications Act (1995)
	No central body established tasked to deal with anti-competitive activities

The following statutes proscribe anti-competitive activities: 

· The Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines (1997) 

· Electric Power Industry Reform Act (2001)

 

 


	Enacted Republic Act No. 10667, otherwise known as the Philippine Competition Act (PCA), the country’s first comprehensive law on competition. The PCA prohibits anti-competitive agreements, abuses of dominant position, and mergers and acquisitions that substantially limit, prevent, and restrict competition in the relevant market and considers certain forms of anti-competitive conduct as criminal. The law authorizes the imposition of administrative fines and criminal penalties, as well as civil damages. 

Pursuant to the PCA, the Philippine Competition Commission (PCC), an independent quasi-judicial body and primary competition authority, was established to implement its provisions and the National Competition Policy.
	Establishment of the Philippine Competition Commission (PCC)

PCC promulgated the transitory rules on the review of mergers and acquisitions in February 2016.

On 18 June 2016, the Implementing Rules and Regulations of the PCA promulgated by the PCC became effective.

Inclusion of a Competition Chapter in the Philippine Development Plan 2017-2022 and launched a program for development partners.

In September 2017, the PCC promulgated the 2017 Rules of Procedure of the Philippine Competition Commission. 

As of January 2020, the PCC has executed a number of cooperation agreements with fellow regulators and government agencies, and a Memorandum of Understanding with a fellow competition authority.



	(2) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition Policy and Deregulation and efforts to become consistent with the Principles
	The Philippines has no comprehensive law on competition yet.
	The Philippines has no comprehensive law on competition yet.
	Most
The Philippines enacted its first comprehensive law on competition, the Philippine Competition Act, in 2015. 
	The declared State policy enshrined under the PCA recognizes the efficiency of market competition as a mechanism for allocating goods and services is a generally accepted precept. 

Overall, the PCA is consistent with the APEC Principles to Enhance Competition Policy and Deregulation. The PCA recognizes that open and competitive markets are the key drivers of economic efficiency and consumer welfare.

	(3) International cooperation on Competition law/policy
	There are no cooperation arrangements per se, although the Philippines avails of technical assistance within APEC to review and develop its competition policies and laws.
	Concluded the Philippine-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement which contains a Chapter on Competition, both in the Basic Agreement and the Implementing Agreement. A Memorandum of Cooperation was likewise executed between the Philippine Department of Justice and the Japan Fair Trade Commission.
	The Philippines continues to pursue international cooperation mechanisms in competition.
	PCC has been proactive in building enforcement cooperation and engaging in knowledge exchange with counterpart authorities abroad. The PCC hosted a study tour of officials of the Myanmar Competition Commission. The Commission and the State Administration for Market Regulation of the People’s Republic of China also signed an MOU last November to strengthen bilateral ties on competition law enforcement. 



	9. Government Procurement
	
	
	
	

	(1) Increasing transparency of laws, regulations, bidding system, and how to determine bidding qualifications and bid winners
	Executive Order No. 164, Presidential Decree No. 1594, and Executive Order No. 302 prescribes the policies, guidelines, rules and regulations for the procurement of consulting services, civil works, and goods/supplies by the national government. Administrative Order No. 129 requires all government agencies to adopt and observe standard processing time for each phase of the bidding and award process

Contracts for bidding are required to be advertised in newspapers of national circulation and to be posted at conspicuous places in the agency concerned. Information on the required procurement procedures are specified in the bidding documents.
	Executive Oder No. 322 requires all national government agencies, instrumentalities, and government-owned and/or controlled corporations to participate in the electronic procurement system.

Republic Act No. 9184, also known as the “Government Procurement Reform Act,” was approved on 10 January 2003, and took effect on 26 January 2003. 

Contracts for bidding are required to be advertised in newspapers of general circulation and to be posted at conspicuous places as well as in the webpage of the agency concerned and the Government Electronic Procurement System (G-EPS) - an internet-based electronic procurement system utilized for the procurement of small value office equipment, materials and supplies (G-EPS).

The Government Procurement Policy Board (GPPB) identified as the enquiry point for public dissemination of Public Procurement laws and policies on goods/supplies, civil works and consulting services.
	Revised the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act 

No. 9184 and the Consolidated Guidelines for Alternative Methods of Procurement.

Some of the salient features of the 2016 revised IRR include strengthening the provisions on procurement planning and budget linkage, and procurement activities short of award to fast track government acquisition. Measures for easier eligibility check and reduction of disqualification of bidders or failure of biddings, which include mandatory registration under Platinum Membership with the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System (PhilGEPS) have been included.

Secured observer status in the WTO's Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) Committee.


	Created a Procurement Transparency Group under the GPPB in September 2007, with membership from government and non-government organizations to evaluate, comment on, record and monitor procurement activities of various government entities.

Maintains a database of blacklisted suppliers, consultants and contractors in accordance with the blacklisting order issued by procuring entities and submitted to the Board.

Established a list of prioritized common-use supplies and equipment (CSE) and non-common-use supplies and equipment (non-CSE) for green public procurement in support to the implementation of sustainable and/or green public procurement regime in the government.

Ongoing modernization of the PhilGEPS. As part of its Open Government Partnership commitment, PhilGEPS has committed to using the Open Contracting Data Standard (OCDS), which pertains to the online publication of structured information on all stages of a contracting process -  from planning to implementation, subject to existing laws and issuances.



	(2) Restrictions on foreign goods, services or suppliers, or preferences to domestic suppliers
	Most
	Most 
	Most
	Adoption of foreign equity requirement, to ease restrictions on foreign participation in certain investment areas or activities by increasing the threshold of how much foreign equities may own from twenty-five (25%) to forty (40%) under Executive Order No. 65 series of 2018 and GPPB Resolution No. 06-2019.

Filipino consultants are given priority in consultancy projects; however, foreign consultants may be hired in the event that there is no Filipino consultant who has sufficient expertise and capability to render the services required under the project.

Foreign bidders claiming eligibility for the procurement of goods by reason of reciprocity is recognized provided they submit a certification from the relevant government office of the bidder’s country of origin specifically affirming that Filipinos are permitted to participate in their government procurement activities for the same item or product.

Foreign bidders may be eligible to participate in the procurement of Infrastructure Projects when provided for under any Treaty or International or Executive Agreement as provided in Section 4 of the same IRR of RA No. 9184.

	(3) Reciprocity requirements in providing access to government procurement markets
	Existing
	Existing
	Existing
	Established guidelines in the determination of eligibility of foreign suppliers, contractors or consultants to participate in government projects. In light of the principles of economic exchange and expansion of trade exports with other countries on the basis of equality and reciprocity, with due regard to the government’s initiatives in the prohibition and/or regulation of monopolies and other situations that restrain trade and fair competition, qualified foreign nationals may be eligible to participate in the public procurement of goods, infrastructure projects, and consultancy services; provided that provisions on domestic preference, Most-Favored Nation status and non-discrimination treatments under applicable laws and treaties are complied with.

	(4) Consistency with the APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement
	All
	All
	All
	By virtue of RA9184 and its 2016 revised IRR, the procuring entities are mandated to ensure that the Approved Budget for the Contract reflects the most advantageous prevailing price for the Government.

It is the policy of GoP that procurement of goods, infrastructure projects and consulting services shall be competitive and transparent, and therefore shall undergo competitive bidding. RA9184 and its 2016 revised IRR, including associated laws and issuances, provide that goods may be obtained from domestic and foreign sources consistent with the GoP’s obligations under international treaties and agreements, provided that the procurement thereof shall be open only to eligible suppliers, manufacturers and distributors subject to existing laws on domestic preference.

The provisions of RA9184 are in line with the commitment of the GoP to promote good governance and its effort to adhere to the principles of transparency, accountability, equity, efficiency and economy in its procurement process.

RA9184 mandates that in all stages of the preparation of the Bidding Documents, the PEs should ensure equal access to information

Transparency in the procurement process and in the implementation of procurement contracts through wide dissemination of bid opportunities and participation of pertinent non-government organizations.

RA9184 promotes competitiveness by extending equal opportunity to enable private contracting parties who are eligible and qualified to participate in competitive bidding. 

	(5) Introduction of electronic means for government procurement
	Not introduced
	Introduced
	Introduced
	Launch of PhilGEPS 1.5, the updated online procurement channel, which features a more sophisticated software to increase reliability and performance. It provides services that allows government agencies to post their bids and awards information online. At the same time, the e-portal enables registered contractors, merchants and consultants to participate in the procurement of goods, civil works and consulting services.

	10. Deregulation/ Regulatory Reform
	
	
	
	

	(1) Reviews of existing regulations
	Some

Review focused on regulatory reforms aimed at certain sectors such as sugar, coconut oil, foreign investments, telecommunications, etc.


	Some

Issued Executive Order No. 571 which created the Public-Private Sector Task Force on Philippine Competitiveness. The group seeks to implement reforms on to promote business efficiency by reducing costs on doing business imposed by regulations in the Philippines.
	Some

Pursuant to RA No. 11032, the Anti-Red Tape Authority is mandated to coordinate with all government offices in the review of existing laws, issuances and local ordinances. At present, the ARTA is still finalizing the roadmap and work plan towards the review of existing regulations across the government.
	Launched Project Repeal which seeks to review irrelevant, burdensome, and unnecessary laws/issuances imposed on businesses and citizens to ease doing business and deliver efficient government service in the country.

Since the enactment of RA No. 11032, the project has been included under one of the activities of ARTA. Pursuant to Section 5, Reengineering of Systems and Procedures, all agencies covered by the law are mandated to review and reengineer their systems and procedure which includes cutting unnecessary rules and regulations, thus further reinforcing Project Repeal’s objectives.

ARTA is coordinating with several government agencies for the implementation of Program NEHEMIA (National Effort on the Harmonization of Interrelated Agencies). NEHEMIA is an interagency program that aims to streamline and reengineer inter-agency processes affecting priority sectors of economic and social significance. The goal of the project is to produce a streamlined regulatory framework for its priority sectors.

The priority sectors for the 2020 cycle of Program NEHEMIA are:

· Food and Pharmaceuticals

· Telecommunication Towers

· Power/Energy

· Housing and Construction

· Logistics

	(2) Reviews of new or proposed regulations
	None
	None
	All
	Prior to the enactment of RA11032, agencies are not mandated to conduct and submit RIA to a regulatory oversight body. However, there have been several initiatives already pushing forth for regulatory review, i.e. the implementation of the Modernizing Government Regulations Program (MGRP) of the Development Academy of the Philippines, and the ADB-assisted Strengthening Investment Climate and Competitiveness with the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) as the executing agency.

Following the enactment of RA No. 11032, all proposed regulations by government agencies covered by Act shall undergo regulatory impact assessment (RIA). The RIA will be submitted to and reviewed by the ARTA. In addition, the Act mandates ARTA to provide technical assistance and advisory opinions in the review of proposed national or local legislation, regulations or procedures.

	(3) Consistency with APEC Principles to Enhance Competition and Regulatory Reform
	Some
	Some
	Some
	There have been various initiatives towards improving regulatory quality in the government such as Project Repeal, MGRP, and RIA pilot-testing.

Under Project Repeal, a total of 2,027 regulations have been repealed, 165 amended, 69 consolidated, and 3,346 delisted.

Under MGRP, a total of 116 government agencies already underwent capacity building on basic RIA. A total of 20 industries were covered by the regulatory review which identified the industry-specific and cross-cutting regulations.

A total of 14 regulatory impact statements (RIS) were produced under the pilot testing of the RIA component of the ADB project.

The ARTA, in partnership with DAP,  conducted capacity building activities for 42 agencies on basic RIA in 2019.

	(4) Improving transparency in regulatory regimes
	Created by the Administrative Code of 1987, the Office of the National Administrative Register (ONAR) serves as the repository of all administrative issuances by the different agencies of the Philippine government.
	No change
	Launched Project Repeal in March 2016 which involves the review of executive issuances to reduce cost of regulatory compliance, and eventually review of legislations with Congress.

Launched the Philippine Business Regulations Information System (PBRIS) in December 2018 which shall eventually provide public access to information on regulatory management system and changes in laws and regulations relevant to the public once it is fully operational.
	In light of the passage of RA No. 11032, the Better Regulations Office was established under ARTA which shall recommend and institutionalize policies, processes and systems to improve regulatory management to increase the productivity, efficiency, and effectiveness of all government offices and agencies covered by the law for both business and non-business transactions in government services. It shall also review proposed major regulations of government agencies, using submitted regulatory impact assessments, subject to the proportionality rules to be determined by ARTA. It is also responsible for the conduct of regulatory management training programs to capacitate NGAs and LGUs to comply with sound regulatory management practices, and prepare regulatory management manuals for all government agencies and/or instrumentalities including the LGUs. It shall ensure the dissemination of and public access to information on regulatory management system and changes in laws and regulations relevant to the public through the PBRIS.
Through the passage of the EODB and EGSD Act, all agencies, including local government units, are required to provide to the public a Citizen’s Charter. The said charter should be easily understood by the public and contains the step-by-step procedure, the person responsible and documents needed and fees to promote transparency in the delivery of government services.

	11. WTO Obligation/ Rules of Origin
	
	
	
	

	(1) WTO/UR Agreements not yet fully implemented
	Implemented most of its commitments under Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement.

Implemented all of its commitments under Annex 1B of the WTO Agreement.

Under Annex 1C of the WTO Agreement, the Philippines enacted the Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines in June 1997. 

Not a signatory to the WTO Plurilateral Agreements

Had neither signed nor ratified the Information Technology Agreement (ITA).


	Signed the ITA on 1 April 1997 and ratified the Agreement on 3 December 1998.

Implemented most of its commitments under Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement. Special treatment to maintain quantitative restrictions on rice was granted to the Philippines until up to 2005 and additionally until 2012.   

Implemented all of its commitments under Annex 1B of the WTO Agreement. 

Participated in the mandated negotiations on trade in services, including in the development of negotiating guidelines.

Participated in the harmonization work relating to non-preferential rules of origin (ROO) in the WTO/WCO
	Implemented all its commitments under Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement.  Quantitative restrictions on rice were removed in 2019 (see entry on Non-tariff Measures).

Implemented all of its commitments under Annex 1B of the WTO Agreement.

Participated in the negotiations for the expansion of the ITA or ITA II to include new generation IT products. ITA Expansion Schedule was submitted on 8 December 2015. 

Submitted the instrument of acceptance to the Trade Facilitation Agreement on 27 October 2016.

Became an observer of the WTO Government Procurement Agreement on 26 June 2019. 
	RA 11203 or the Rice Tariffication Law was signed on 14 February 2019 which removes the quantitative restriction (QR) on rice to be replaced by tariffs.

On 26 June 2019, the Philippines formalized its request for Observer Status to the WTO Committee on Government Procurement and have been actively participating in the Committee meetings.

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
1. Implemented the provisions of the TFA, except on the following Categories B and C:

a) Category B 
i) Article 5.1 (Notification for Enhanced Controls or Inspections) - with definitive date of implementation of 31 December 2020.

ii) Article 8 (Border Agency Cooperation) - with definitive date of implementation of 31 December 2020.

(Note: One of the Philippines’ three Categories B; i.e., Article 10.8 (Rejected Goods) has a definitive date of implementation of 31 December 2019.)

b) Category C – Article 10.4 (Single Window) – with definitive date of implementation of 31 December 2020 (i.e. no later than 31 Aug 2020).

2. Ongoing work to establish the Philippine Trade Facilitation Committee

Submission of the following PHL notifications:

· Import Licensing Procedures

· Sanitary and phytosanitary measures

· Technical barriers to trade

· Anti-dumping

· Safeguard

· Subsidies (new and full notification)

· State trading enterprise

· Agriculture (domestic support, export subsidies and market access – special safeguard and tariff quotas)

	(2) Ensuring application of rules of origin in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner
	The Philippines implements a system of preferential rules of origin under the CEPT Scheme
	The Philippines implements a system of preferential rules of origin under the CEPT Scheme and under its existing FTAs.
	The Philippines implements a system of preferential rules of origin under the CEPT Scheme and under its existing FTAs.
	

	12. Dispute Mediation
	
	
	
	

	Dispute mediation methods, process and bodies are available to foreign businesses
	Contracting party of the Washington Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States (ICSID)

Contracting Party of the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Arbitral Awards (New York Convention)

Established the Philippine Dispute Resolution Center, Inc. in 1996. Various laws covering disputes between private parties were in place.

Adheres to the WTO and ASEAN Dispute Settlement Mechanisms.

Bilateral trade and investment agreements provide for consultations through diplomatic channels as a primary means of resolving disputes arising from the interpretation and application of the agreements.  
	Contracting parties of the ICSID and the New York Convention. 

Enacted the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2004 or RA No. 9285. 

Adheres to the WTO and ASEAN Dispute Settlement Mechanisms.

Bilateral trade and investment agreements provide for consultations through diplomatic channels as a primary means of resolving disputes arising from the interpretation and application of the agreements.  


	Contracting parties of the ICSID and the New York Convention. 

Adhered to the WTO and ASEAN Dispute Settlement Mechanisms.

Bilateral trade and investment agreements provide for consultations through diplomatic channels as a primary means of resolving disputes arising from the interpretation and application of the agreements.  


	Enactment of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act of 2004 or RA No. 9285. Under Act, it became the policy of the State to actively promote party autonomy in the resolution of disputes or the freedom of the parties to make their own arrangements to resolve disputes

	13. Mobility of Business People
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of visa free or visa waiver arrangements
	(Number of arrangements)
	(Number of arrangements)
	(Number of arrangements)
	

	Visa free or visa waiver arrangements with APEC member economies
	(List of economies) 
	(List of economies) 
	(List of economies) 
	

	(2) Participation in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	

	(3) Other efforts to facilitate mobility of business people than the above
	Participated in information exchanges on visa regimes within APEC, including the APEC Business Travel Handbook
	Issuance of 59-day multiple-entry visas to business travellers on a case-to-case basis

Introduced the Philippine APEC Business Visa and set up APEC Business Lanes 

Implemented Temporary Visitor’s Visa Upon Arrival program for businesspersons

Eased procedures for the extension of stay of short-term visitors

Implemented conversions of visas/changes in status
	(Description of illustrative measures)
	

	(4) Average time to approve for short term business visit visa
	Philippines allowing the entry of nationals from most countries without visas for a stay not exceeding 21 days. Business travelers were given 59-day single-entry visas.
	For the Special Investors’ Resident Visa: 14 working days

For the Alien Employment Permit: 5 days

For the APEC Business Travel Card: 11 days
	(Days and description of illustrative measures)
	

	14. Trade Facilitation
	
	
	
	

	(1) Consistency with APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation
	--
	Most
	(All, Most, Some, None)
	

	(2) Implementation of Trade Facilitation Action and Measures (approved in 2002)
	See Customs Procedures,

Standards and Conformance,

and Mobility of Business

People
	See Customs Procedures,

Standards and Conformance,

and Mobility of Business

People

	See Customs Procedures,

Standards and Conformance,

and Mobility of Business

People

	

	15. Promotion of High-Quality RTAs/FTAs
	
	
	
	

	(1) Number of RTAs/FTAs concluded/signed
	1
	7
	2
	The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Agreement entered into force on 1 June 2018.

	RTAs/FTAs concluded/signed with APEC member economies
	ASEAN Free Trade Area
	1. ASEAN Free Trade Area

2. Philippines-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement

3. ASEAN – China FTA

4. ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Partnership Agreement

5. ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement

6. ASEAN-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership

7. ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
	1. ASEAN – Hong Kong, China Free Trade Agreement

	

	(2) Number of RTAs/FTAs under negotiation
	Nil
	Nil
	1
	

	RTAs/FTAs being negotiated with APEC member economies
	Nil
	Nil


	1. Philippines-Korea FTA

2. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
	

	(3) Consistency with APEC Model Measures for RTAs and FTAs
	N/A
	(Description of Consistency with APEC Model Measures)
	All RTAs/FTAs negotiated by the Philippines are consistent with the APEC Model Measures
	

	16. Voluntary Self-Reporting
	
	
	
	

	(1) Other Efforts in Support of the Bogor Goals: Women
	Enactment of the RA No. 7192 or the Women in Development and Nation Building Act which stipulates that a substantial portion of official development assistance funds received from foreign governments and multilateral agencies and organizations shall be set aside and utilized by the agencies concerned to support programs and activities for women. 


	Enactment of RA No. 9710 or the Magna Carta of Women which provides for women’s equal employment opportunities, special leave privileges, and the 5% Gender and Development allocation of the total budget appropriations of all local government units for Gender and Development activities, among others. 

Implementation of the Gender Responsive Economic Actions for the Transformation (GREAT) Women Project 1 which aims to promote and support a gender responsive enabling environment for women’s economic empowerment.
	Institutionalization of the Magna Carta of Women provision on allocating at least 5% of the total budget appropriations of all local government units for Gender and Development activities 

Implementation of the Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) -led Women’s Economic Empowerment Project (2014-2020) or more known as the Gender Responsive Economic Actions for the Transformation (GREAT) Women Project 2. As of end of 2019, a total of 2,696 women micro entrepreneurs (WMEs) were benefitted by the GWP-2.  


	Implementation of the Department of Labor and Employment’s (DOLE’s) Balik Pinay! Balik Hanapbuhay! Program, a training cum-production intervention program to provide distressed women OFWs with livelihood skills to expand their employment and economic opportunities.

Inception of the Start Up Pinay Project in 2019 under the Start Up Pilipinas Initiative of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). The Start Up Pinay is a Focused Track for Women-Founded and Women-Led Technology Start-ups that was developed to help improve women’s representation in the start-up industry. 

The National MSME Development Plan 2017-22 provides for the promotion of entrepreneurship and equal opportunities among women

Partnership with DTI and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), through the National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI), for the expansion of the financing ecosystem of Negosyo Centers. The partnership will make financial products and services more accessible to MSMEs, more than half of which are women-led. 

Provision of Livelihood Starter Kits to marginalized sectors, including women, that will enable them to start a livelihood undertaking and be self-employed

The Women REACH program, a partnership between Coca-Cola Philippines and DOLE, started the roll out of its standardized entrepreneurship modules in 2018, targeting OFWs to assist their economic reintegration in the country.

	(2) Other Efforts in Support of the Bogor Goals: Privacy
	There is no Privacy Law implemented. 
	There is no Privacy Law implemented.
	The Data Privacy Act of 2012 was promulgated on August 15, 2012, which aims to protect the fundamental human right of privacy, communication while ensuring free flow of information to promote innovation and growth. To facilitate the fulfillment and carry out its provisions, the National Privacy Commission (NPC) was created in 2016. The NPC is an independent body mandated to administer and implement the law, and to monitor and ensure compliance of the country with the international standards set for data protection. 

The Commission was approved as full member of the International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners (ICDPPC), now known as the Global Privacy Assembly (GPA).

The Commission was welcomed as full member of the Asia Pacific Privacy Authorities (APPA).

The Commission became member of Cross Border Privacy Enforcement Arrangement.

The Philippines announced its intention to join the Cross-Border Privacy Rules System.

Signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Personal Data Protection between the Philippines and Singapore.


	Issued the Implementing Rules and Regulations of the Data Privacy Act of 2012
Issued Circulars/Advisories on the following:

· NPC Circular 16-01: Security of Personal Data in Government Agencies 

· NPC Circular 16-02: Data Sharing Agreements Involving Government Agencies 

· NPC Circular 16-03: Personal Data Breach Management 

· NPC Circular 16-04: Rules of Procedure of the National Privacy Commission

· NPC Circular 17-01 on the Registration of Data Processing Systems, and an Appendix to such Circular.

· NPC Advisory No. 2017-01: Designation of Data Protection Officers 

· NPC Advisory No. 2017-02: Access to Personal Data Sheets of Government Personnel 

· NPC Advisory No. 2017-03: Guidelines on Privacy Impact Assessments

· NPC Circular 18-01: Rules of Procedure on Requests for Advisory Opinions

· NPC Circular 18-02: Guidelines on Compliance Checks

· NPC Circular 18-03: Rules on Mediation before the National Privacy Commission 

Launched NPC’s social media accounts and website’s knowledge and resource center. 

Establishment of a Technical Committee on Information Technology under the DTI, chaired by the Commission.

Issued Advisory Opinions on the interpretation of the provisions of the DPA, IRR, and other issuances of the NPC. These were issued in response to inquiries from different stakeholders from both the government and the private sectors.

For awareness and increased compliance of stakeholders, the NPC held 11 Data Protection Officers’ (DPO) Assemblies, 14 DPO Briefing Sessions and 14 PrivaMoves sessions (Data Privacy Compliance Workshops/Roadshows), reaching a total of 4,013 stakeholders nationwide. 

Developed the Data Processing System to handle DPO registration. 

The Commission hosted the first Privacy Awareness Week in the Philippines with 1000 Data Protection Officers in attendance.

The Commission was elected and earned a voting seat in the Executive Committee of the ICDPPC, now the GPA.

The Commission implemented the DPO Accountability, Compliance and Ethics Program. 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.epingalert.org/en" �https://www.epingalert.org/en� 


� Entry into force: December 2008.


� Entry into force: 2008


� Entry into force: 2009


� Entry into force: January 2010


� Entry into force: June 2018


� Comprised of Protocols to Implement the 9th Package of Commitments (entry into force: November 2017); 7th Package of Commitments on Financial Services (entry into force: December 2016) and 9th Package of Commitments on Air Transport Services (entry into force: January 2020) under the AFAS. 


� Signed 2 March 2019.


� Signed 2017.


� On going.


� As of 31 December 1998


� As of 31 October 2004


� As of 31 December 2019
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