ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (b:1) : Communication Services:  Postal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No changes since the last IAP 



	There are relatively few domestic regulatory requirements that govern operational standards in the postal sector.  As a general matter, market forces determine the degree to which private sector postal providers provide quality service and meet customer needs.  There are, however, standards set forth in the suspensions of the Private Express Statutes, which pertain to the private carriage of mail matter.  These suspensions set forth the conditions under which private carriage of letters is deemed to be "extremely urgent" to qualify for the suspension to restrictions on private carriage.  Information on the Private Express Statutes is available at the web site http://new.usps.com/cpim/ftp/pubs/pub542.pdf

	Postal reform legislation is under consideration that would reform postal pricing, increase regulatory oversight, redefine the monopoly, reform the rate-setting process, and strengthen protections against anticompetitive practices. 

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No changes since the last IAP 


	 There is no "licensing" of private sector postal providers in the United States, although in some localities, businessess must receive general operating licenses.  To the extent that private sector providers engage in regulated activities, such as rail or air transportation, regulatory systems governing these modes of transportation would apply.


	None

	Foreign Entry


	No changes since the last IAP 


	There are no foreign entry requirements for private sector postal providers, at least to the extent that such providers do not engage in regulated activities, such as air transportation.  Indeed, several foreign postal administrations have established exchange offices in the United States for carriage of international mail to and from the United States.


	None

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes since the last IAP 


	There are no additional regulatory requirements for foreign suppliers.  

 
	None


