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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will enhance the mobility of business people engaged in the conduct of trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) 
exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region;

(b) 
examine the possibility of setting the scope for cooperation at a regional level aimed at streamlining and accelerating (i) processing of short term business travel and (ii)arrangements for temporary residency for business people to engage in trade and investment; and

(c) 
establish and maintain a dialogue on mobility issues with the business community.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Thailand’s Mobility of Business People in 2001


     Throughout the year 2001, Thailand continued to provide efficient services to facilitate the entry of business people into the country. Thailand's existing immigration regime, governed by the Immigration Act of B.E. 2522 (1979), remains open and flexible.




	Thailand’s Approach to Business Mobility in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	Thailand has updated the information on its visa regime for incorporation into the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook.


	Thailand regularly engages in information exchange on the subject of visa regimes and border management practices and procedures with other APEC member economies via the Informal Experts' Group on Business Mobility (IEGBM) and consistent updating of the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs' Consular Department maintains a website on the policies and procedures for entry into Thailand, among other things, of foreign travelers, business and otherwise. 

The on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook can be found at: http://www.apecsec.org.sg/travbook/contents.html.

The Consular Affairs Department website can be found at: http://www.mfa.go.th/consinfo.   


	Thailand remains committed to information exchange and will continue to participate constructively in the Informal Experts' Group on Business Mobility and to update the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook and Consular Affairs Department website on a regular basis.

	Short Term Business Entry  


	No substantive changes to policies or procedures related to bona fide business people have been made since the 2000 IAP.


	In general, passport holders from 57 countries, including the majority of the APEC member economies, are not required to apply for a visa when entering Thailand for stays not exceeding a period between 1-3 months. There are also provisions for the issuance of visas upon arrival for stays not exceeding 15 days for certain other countries. For further, more specific details, please refer to Thailand's entry on "Short-Term Business Visits" in the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook at: http://www.apecsec.org.sg/travbook/contents.html. 
Short-term business travelers wishing to enter Thailand can choose from a number of visa categories, such as business visa (category B), business approved (category B-A) and investment and business (category I-B). Periods of stay vary from category to category but usually do not exceed 3 months, with the exception of the business approved visa category.

A business visa (category B) can be obtained from all Thai embassies and consulates located in the APEC member economies. A formal interview is normally not required provided that all relevant documents are submitted. Holders of this type of visa are entitled to stay in Thailand for a maximum period of 3 months. Upon completion of such stay, an extended stay for a period of one year from the date of arrival in Thailand can be applied for at The Immigration Bureau.

A business approved visa (category B-A) can be obtained from all Thai embassies and consulates located in the APEC member economies, but approval must be given by the Immigration Bureau in Bangkok before a visa can be issued to the applicant. The company in which the applicant plans to invest in Thailand or with which the applicant wishes to do business can also apply for this type of visa at the Immigration Bureau on behalf of the applicant. This type of visa is valid for a period of 1 year.

An investment and business visa (category I-B) is issued to foreign staff working under investment projects promoted by the Board of Investment (BOI) of Thailand.

Individuals interested in further, more specific details on all of the above provisions can contact the Visas and Travel Section, Department of Consular Affairs, directly at the following address:

     123 Chaengwattana Road

     Bangkok 10210

     Tel.: (662) 02-981-7171 ext. 3201-2, 3204-5 or direct line 575-

             1062-4

     Fax: (662) 02-575-1066

     E-mail: div1303@mfa.go.th
Thailand operates a One-Stop Service Centre to facilitate visa and work permit extensions as well as all related arrangements within 3 hours for foreign business people. For more information on the services offered by the One-Stop Service Centre and the criteria foreign business people must meet to qualify for those services, please inquire at the following address:

     One-Stop Service Centre

     Krisda Plaza, 3rd-5th Floors

     Ratchadapisek Road

     Din Daeng 10310

     Bangkok, Thailand

     Tel.: (662) 02-693-9333-39

     Fax: (662) 02-693-9340

Thailand is a participant in the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC)Scheme and is in the process of fully operationalizing the Scheme. For further information on Thailand's participation in the ABTC Scheme, please contact the following address:

     Division of International Economic Affairs

     Department of Economic Affairs

     Ministry of Foreign Affairs

     443 Sri Ayudhya Road

     Phayathai, Bangkok 10400

     Tel.: (662) 02-643-5249

     Fax: (662) 02-643-5247

     E-mail: apecdesk@mfa.go.th
Four special APEC business immigration lanes have been set up at both the arrival and departure terminals at Bangkok International Airport. The four lanes are currently in operation.


	Thailand plans to begin operations under the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme shortly, with the Department of Consular Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as the lead agency. An in-country technical assistance and training visit by Australia is scehduled for November 2001, after which it is expected that Thailand will begin issuing ABTC cards to its own business people. At the same time, Thailand plans to complete the process of amending and approving the concerned legislation that would allow for the visa-free entry of foreign ABTC cardholders on a multiple entry basis for three years with a maximum period of stay of three months each time. Thailand will also set up ABTC express processing lanes at its international airport.

Thailand plans to amend related laws so that multiple entry visas can be issued for the purposes of short-term business entry into the country.



	Business Temporary Residency 


	No substantive changes to business temporary residency policies and procedures have been made since the 2000 IAP.


	Thailand continues to comply with the 30-day processing standard for intra-company transfers. Provided all the necessary documentation is submitted, a three-year residency visa can be processed within three hours at Thailand's One-Stop Service Centre. The Immigration Bureau continues to coordinate closely with all foreign Chambers of Commerce in Thailand to ensure that they are aware of the availability of such a service.  


	No further changes planned.

	Technical Cooperation and Training


	Following on the heels of an APEC "train the trainer" course in document fraud detection earlier this year, Thailand carried out and has completed a country-wide internal training programme for over 700 of its local law enforcement and immigration personnel. For further information on this document fraud detection roadshow, please contact the following address:

     Pol. Maj. Gen. Krerkphong  

     Pukprayura

     Commander

     General Staff Division

     Immigration Bureau

     Royal Thai Police

     Soi Suan Plu, South Sathorn 

     Road

     Sathorn District

     Bangkok 10120

     Tel.: (662) 02-287-3830

     Fax: (662) 02-287-3912


	By way of the Informal Experts' Group on Business Mobility (IEGBM) meetings, Thailand continues to keep other APEC member economies informed on the technical cooperation and training initiatives in which it takes part and in which it is interested in taking part.  
	No plans for new cooperative or training arrangements or agreements at present.

	Dialogue with Business


	The government has been discussing implications of the APEC Business Travel Card Scheme with the business sector.


	In constant efforts to enhance business mobility in the APEC region, and in response to business, Thailand conducts periodic reviews of cross-border measures, with a view to making further improvements, where appropriate, to better respond to developments in the global business environment.


	The government will conduct further surveys with the business sector once Thailand begins implementation of  the ABTC Scheme.




	Improvements in Thailand’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	Travelers from 56 countries could enter Thailand without a visa for a tempory stay not exceeding 30 days.


	Thailand has been involved in consistent information exchange on the subject of visa regimes and border management practices and procedures with other APEC member economies via the Informal Experts' Group on Business Mobility (IEGBM) and regular updating of the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook.

Thailand has updated the information on its visa regime for incorporation into the on-line APEC Business Travel Handbook.



	Short Term Business Entry


	As above.
	Beginning in 1997, Thailand began a process to revise the Immigration Act of B.E. 2522 (1979), with a view to introducing provisions for the issuance of multiple entry visas and multiple re-entry visas for business people. 

In 1997, Thailand set up a One-Stop Service Centre to facilitate visa and work permit requests and extensions, along with all other related arrangements, within 3 hours for foreign business people. In 1999, the services offered by the One-Stop Service Centre were refined and expanded.

Special APEC business immigration lanes were set up in 1999 at Bangkok International Airport. 

Early in the year 2000, Thailand announced its participation in the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme. Shortly thereafter, Thailand began the process of amending related legislation in order to be able to provide foreign ABTC cardholders with visa-free entry on a multiple entry basis for three years with a maximum period of stay of three months each time. Early in the year 2001, Thailand formally signed onto the ABTC Scheme Operating Framework and, in mid-2001, designated the Department of Consular Affairs as the lead agency in the coordination of operations under the Scheme.



	Business Temporary Entry 


	As above.
	Thailand established a One-Stop Service Centre in 1997to, among other things, process intra-company transferees. A three-year residency visa can be processed within 3 hours.



	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	Thailand actively participated in APEC and WTO forums with respect to work undertaken in the area of mobility of business people.
	Throughout 2001, Thailand carried out and completed a country-wide internal training programme in document fraud detection for over 700 of its local law enforcement and immigration personnel.



	Dialogue with Business


	No activity was reported
	Thailand has conducted periodic reviews of cross-border measures to make improvements, wherever appropriate, in view of changing developments in the global business environment.




*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

