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	Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross-sectoral work.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. conduct surveys as necessary of trade and investment impediments;

b. review and analyze the impact of trade liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region;

c. study and monitor the impact of sub-regional trade arrangements such as NAFTA, Association of South-East Asian Nations Free Trade Area (AFTA) and ANZCERTA; 

d. develop databases with regard to merchandise trade, trade in services and direct investment, and update these regularly; and

e. adopt international standards for trade in services and international investment data such as those developed by the IMF.


	The Philippines' Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis 2004
The Philippines aims to produce and disseminate information, including trade and investment data, that is timely, accurate, reliable and useful in order to suit and assist planning, programming, evaluation, decision-making and other needs of the various sectors of the Philippine economy. Projects being pursued to improve the collection and public access to trade and investment information include, inter-alia:·


- 
National Statistics Office – one-stop services in various locations in the country aimed at improving the dissemination of statistical information and provision of  statistical services by investing on and fast tracking technology and systems development ;
· National Statistical Coordination Board –  the Interactive Statistical Database (i-stats) is one of the services offered by the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB) on the internet for easy viewing and downloading of data sets covering time series economic and social indicators;

· TradeLine Philippines – an online trade information system that provides trade statistics, product and market information, an exporter’s directory, and profiles of selected Filipino exporters and product-market matching information (http://tradelinephil.dti.gov.ph/ betp/dti2.main); and
· Philippine APEC Study Center Network – established in 1996, this network of universities, government institutions and research institutions led by the Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) provides an independent perspective on the multi-faceted and complicated issues addressed by APEC through their research and information dissemination programs. 



	The Philippines' Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis in 2004

	Section
	Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
	Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
	Future Projects Planned

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	Undertook various research projects, including those relating to agricuture, food security, e-commerce, competition policy services (finance, professional services,tourism), globalization, manufacturing sector, total quality management, bilateral relations, trade in services, small and medium enterprises, and microfinance  

	The National Statistics Office (NSO) (http://www.census.gov.ph),  being the primary statistical arm of the government, produces and disseminates general purpose statistics, including foreign trade statistics. NSO releases statistics on exports and imports on a monthly, quarterly and annual basis. 

Data on foreign direct investments is published quarterly by the National Statistical Coordination Board (http://www.nscb.gov.ph).
The Department of Trade and Industry maintains TradeLine Philippines, an online trade information system that provides trade statistics, product and market information, an exporter’s directory, and profiles of selected Filipino exporters and product-market matching information (http://tradelinephil.dti.gov.ph/ betp/dti2.main).
The Philippines provides regular updates on tariff changes to the APEC Tariff Database. It has also provided information on non-tariff measures in connection with the establishment of the NTMs database in APEC.

The Philippines established the Philippine APEC Study Center Network (PASCN) in 1996. Since its establishment, PASCN has been utilized by the government to enlarge and deepen its perspective on issues which currently form part of the APEC agenda. 

PASCN has several on-going research projects relating to competition policy, financial liberalization, food security and agricultural efficiency, e-commerce, education and globalization, and human resource development and sustainable tourism development.  Please see http://pascn.pids.gov.ph/ 

The contact point for further information is:

The Director
Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel :  (632) 897-8290
Fax:  (632) 890-4812

E-mail: bitr_mon@dti.dti.gov.ph
Chairman, Steering Committee

Philippine APEC Study Center Network (PASCN)

NEDA sa Makati Building

106 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village

Makati City

Tel:   (632) 892-8517
Fax:  (632) 810-6261/893-9588
E-mail: mlamberte@pidsnet.pids.gov.ph
            pascn@pidsnet.pids.gov.ph

	Small and medium enterprise (SME) development, sustainable tourism development, globalization, governance and APEC, bilateral and regional integration in APEC/WTO, trade in services, WTO, APEC and agriculture, capability building and political economy and security issues.


