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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	 The Philippines'Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

The Philippines recognizes the importance which harmonized standards play in the facilitation and promotion of trade among countries/economies. In this respect, the Philippines generally adopts international standards, whenever these are applicable. International standards include, but are not limited to:·


-
the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) for electrical and electronics 
products;

-
the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) for standards other than 
electrical and electronic products;

-
the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) for telecommunication products; and

-
the Codex Alimentarius Commission for food products.

The Philippines strives to increase its participation in international standardization activities as well as its membership in international organizations. It pursues Mutual Recognition Arrangements on conformity assessment in the areas of factory inspection, product testing, calibration, accreditation, registration and certification, among others.

The Philippines continuously promotes cooperation with other APEC member economies in technical infrastructure development and supports APEC activities related to the enhancement of developing economies’ technical infrastructure needs in order to increase their ability to participate in Mutual Recognition Arrangements.

The Philippines promotes transparency in its standards and conformity assessment systems by making such information available online. See http://www.dti.gov.ph/bps.




	Chapter 5 :  The Philippines'Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Aligned 107 Philippine National Standards with international standards.
	The Philippines continues to align its standards with international standards. Alignment work is being undertaken consistent  with the APEC Guide for the alignment of standards with international standards and the thrust towards sustainable development.  It complies with the provisions of Articles 2, 3, 4 and Annex 3 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT). 

To date, the Philippines has aligned 56% of its existing Philippine National Standards with relevant international standards.

Details of alignment activities may be obtained from:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph
	The Philippines will:·


-    continue to review its 

     existing standards in order 

     to achieve 100% alignment 

     with international standards 

     by 2020;·


-    target  60% alignment of 

     Philippine National 

     Standards with international 

     standards by 2002;·


-    align standards on 

     garments, textiles and 

     footwear, processed 
fruits, 

     fish and fishery products, 

     automotive parts and metal 

     products with relevant 

     international standards by 

     2005; and·


-   align standards on 

     electrical motors, 

     generators and packaging 

     materials with international 

     standards by 2010.             



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Adopted one International Special Committee on Radio Interference (CISPR) standard as national standard.
	The Philippines is undertaking alignment work in the agreed priority areas of the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC).  The status of alignment with the agreed priority area standards is as follows: electrical and electronic appliances (82%); food labelling  (10%); machinery  (10%); and rubber products (100%).

Alignment work for the voluntary action plan (VAP) of SCSC is ongoing. Details of this may be obtained from:

The Director 

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will align PNS with international standards in the priority areas agreed by SCSC.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Participated in various international standardization activities.
	The Philippines actively participates in international standardization activities. At present, it is a participating (P) member to 26 ISO Technical Committees (TCs), and observer (O) to 42 ISO TCs. 

The Philippines participates in the standardization work of the IEC TCs on: electric cables; electric accessories; lamps and related equipment; performance of household electrical appliances; safety of household and similar electrical appliances; safety of audio-video and similar electrical equipment; and audio-video and multi-media systems and equipment. 

Further details may be obtained from:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will continue to participate in the standardization activities of international standardizing bodies such as ISO and IEC.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Participated in the development of the ASEAN Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Electrical and Electronic Products.      
	The Philippines participates in plurilateral arrangements on conformity assessments within APEC. It is currently participating in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety. It has also signified its participation in Part I (Information Exchange) of the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment on Electrical and Electronic Equipment.

The Philippines is currently developing/ strengthening its capability to enable it to participate fully in the APEC MRA on Telecommunications  Equipment by the indicative timetable of 2005/2006. 

The contact points for further information are:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965/890-4924

Fax: (632) 890-5129

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph
The Director

Bureau of Food and Drugs

Civic Drive, Filinvest Corporate City

Alabang, Muntinlupa City

Philippines

Tel:  (632) 807-0721

Fax: (632) 807-0751

E-mail: bfad@mc.pworld.net.ph
The Chief

Telecom Policy and Planning Division'

Department of Transportation and Communication

Columbia Tower Building

Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City

Philippines

Tel:  (632) 727-7960

Fax: (632) 727-7984


	The Philippines will:

-    consider participation in  

     APEC Food MRA;

-    study the possibility of 

     participating in Part 2 

     (Recognition of Test 

     Reports) and Part 3 

     (Recognition of Certificates) 

     of the APEC MRA on 

     Conformity Assessment of 

     Electrical and Electronic 

     Equipment; and

-    participate in the Phases 1 

     (mutual recognition of test 

     results) and  2 (mutual 

     recognition of certificates) 

     of the APEC MRA on 

     Telecommunications 

     Equipment by 2005/2006.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Renewed cooperation agreement with European Community on Standards, Quality and Conformity Assessment to 2005.
	The Philippines, through the Bureau of Product Standards (BPS), pursues bilateral recognition arrangements with its APEC partners. To date, it has concluded the following bilateral MRAs:·

-
JET and BPS Memorandum of Agreement on Factory 
Inspection and product testing;·


-
Badan Standardisasi Nacional (BSN), The Standardization 
Council of Indonesia, and BPS Arrangement on Product 
Certification and Approval Schemes; and·


-
Standards Australia Quality Assurance Services (SAQAS) 
and BPS Agreement on Audit Services in connection with 
the Certification and Approval Schemes.

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service has also accredited the Food Development Center of the Philippines for the certification of food exports to Australia. 

The contact point for further information is:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph
  

	The Philippines will:

-    increase participation in 

     bilateral recognition 

     arrangements with APEC 

     and non-APEC partners; 

     and·

-    maintain good cooperation 

     standing with co-MRA 

     signatory.  

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Gained acceptance of the BPS Accreditation  Scheme for  Quality Management System to the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA).


	The Philippines pursues membership in existing MRAs in the voluntary sector. It has submitted its application for membership in the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Agreement.  The BPS Accreditation Scheme for Quality Management  System  has been accepted to  the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)  Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA).

The contact point for further information is:

The Head of Accreditation Group

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will:

-    pursue membership in 

     APLAC/MRA by 2002, 

     PAC/MLA  and IAF/MLA for 

     QMS by 2001 and 

     PAC/MLA for EMS by 

     2002;

-    expand the scope of BPS 

     accreditation scheme to 

     cover environmental 

     management system 

     (EMS) by 2002;

-    launch the schemes for 

     Environmental  

     Management System in 

     2001.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	
	The Philippines strives to maintain and upgrade its level of technical infrastructure development and capabilities in order to provide a level playing field for Philippine exporters and to ensure the safety of consumers. In this respect, the Philippines views cooperation with other APEC economies helpful in achieving a greater level of technical competence.

The contact points for further information are:

The Head of Accreditation Group

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph 

The Department of Science and Technology

General Santos Avenue

Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila

Philippines

Tel:  (632) 837-2071 to 82

E-mail: rtid@agham.dost.gov.ph

	

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	Created a Technical Committee (TC 63) to cover standardization of transformers.

Upgraded facilities for electrical household testing.

Trained laboratory assessors and assessors on quality and environmental management systems (QMS/EMS), product certification and inspection.

Identified would be trainors for EMS training program to expand technical expertise on EMS auditing.

As part of the Industry Competitiveness Enhancement Program (ICEP), assisted small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and selected regional offices of the Department of Trade and Industry in setting-up, implementing, and providing technical assistance on certification relating to ISO 14000 (EMS) .


	The Philippines continues to pursue the National Registration Scheme for Quality Assessors (NRSQA). NRSQA was established to operate a program leading to uniform trading and certification of Philippine auditors, To date, there are 63 auditors registered under the scheme.

Work is underway to strengthen the standardization capabilities of the three government agencies mandated under the Consumer Act of the Philippines to develop and implement Philippine National Standards:

-
the Department of Agriculture develops standards with 
respect to agricultural products and represents the 
Philippines in the Codex Alimentarius Commission;·


-
the Department of Health develops standards with respect       

             to food, drugs, cosmetics, devices and substances; and·


-
the Bureau of Product Standards develops standards for 

             other consumer products not covered by the Department 

             of Agriculture and Department of Health.

The Philippines continues to promote the Bureau of Product Standards’ Accreditation Scheme:

-
34 testing laboratories have been accredited under the 

             BPS  Laboratory Accreditation Scheme following ISO/IEC 

             Guide 25; and 

-
two ISO 9000 certification bodies have been accredited 
under the BPS Accreditation Scheme following ISO/IEC 
Guide 61 and the IAF Guidance document.  

Seminars on ISO/IEC Guide 25, ISO 14000 and the improved product quality certification scheme are being undertaken. ISO/IEC Guide 17025, which would replace ISO/IEC Guide 25, is likewise being promoted.

The Philippines has an ongoing project with JICA on Electrical and Electronic Appliance Testing. It is pursuing a metrology program to encourage accreditation by the private sector.

The Philippines will cooperate with SCSC on the evaluation and identification of technical infrastructure needs.

The contact point for further information are:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200, Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 8905131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

The Head of Accreditation Group

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will:


-    upgrade the  NRSQA 

     scheme to enhance the 

     capability of the auditors;

-    expand testing capabilities 

     to cover electromagnetic 

     capability;

-    multiply EMS courses 

     nationwide through 

     identified would be trainors 

     starting the second half of 

     2001;

-    expand expertise of local 

     technical experts and 

     assessors on laboratory 

     assessments; and

-    undertake  a 

     comprehensive metrology 

     program nationwide, e.g., 

     accreditation of the 

     National Measurement 

      Institute.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Obtained  funding approval for an APEC project  on Multilateral  Recognition Arrangement (MRA)  Readiness Project in Product Certification. The project is scheduled for implementation between September 2001-September 2002.
	The Philippines does not provide assistance to improve other economies’ technical infrastructure. However, it has been very active in initiating projects aimed at enhancing APEC member economies’ technical infrastructure capabilities. It is presently the overseer of various APEC projects, including those relating to metrology, calibration, MRA readiness and standards-based management.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will continue to participate actively in the development of projects aimed at improving the level of technical infrastructure development in APEC.

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	The Philippines is a member of APLAC, APLMF, APMP, PAC and PASC. It participates in APLAC’s proficiency testing program for electric iron.

The contact points for further information are:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph
The Department of Science and Technology

General Santos Avenue

Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila

Philippines

Tel:  (632) 837-2071 to 82

E-mail: rtid@agham.dost.gov.ph

	The Philippines will participate in more proficiency  testing programs in APLAC and other activities of SRBs.     

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Improved the BPS webpage (http://www.dti.gov.ph/bps) to facilitate dissemination of information on the Bureau's various activities and services provided to consumers and industries.


	To promote transparency, the Philippines has established and updates, on a regular basis, a website (http://www.dti.gov.ph/bps) providing information on standardization and conformity assessment activities in the Philippines.  The website contains updated information on contact points of regulatory bodies involved in standards and conformance activities in the Philippines. It also includes a registry of product standards licensees, ISO 9000/14000/QS 9000 certified companies, accredited quality system certifying bodies and laboratories and a list pf PNS under mandatory impementation.


	The Philippines will:


-    update information on 

     APEC Contact Points for 

     Standards and 

     Conformance in a timely 

     manner; and

-    encourage other agencies 

     involved in standards and 

     conformance to link with 

     the BPS website and/or 

     establish their own 

     websites.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	No improvements implemented.
	The Philippines participates in, and is a member of, the following international organizations:


-
International Organization for Standardization;

-
International Electrotechnical Commission;·

-
International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation; and·


-
International Accreditation Forum.

The contact point for further information is:

The Director

Bureau of Product Standards

Department of Trade and Industry

361 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel:  (632) 890-4965

Fax: (632) 890-5131

E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph

	The Philippines will maintain participation in ISO, IEC, ILAC and IAF.

	Other activities


	Pursued a Total Quality Management (TQM) Integration Program for Industry.


	The  Philippines is undertaking TQM Integration Program for Industry.  Twelve (12) companies are benefiting from the program.  Activities include coaching by local TQM volunteer experts and assistance from Japanese experts.


	The Philippines will strive to increase the number of companies and local experts participating in the TQM Integration Program.


	Improvements in The Philippines' Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	In 1996, the Philippines complied with Articles 2, 3 and 4 and Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement.

Only 15% of total PNS were aligned with international standards. Of the total 1625 PNS developed in 1996, 3% or 49 standards were classified as mandatory standards.


	Continued to comply with the provisions of Articles 2, 3 and 4 and Annex 3 of the WTO TBT Agreement (2000).

Aligned 56% of total PNS with international standards. Alignment work has proceeded at an accelerated pace as the original target was only 50% by 2005 (1997-2001).

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	In 1996, the Philippines was a “P” member in 38 ISO Technical Committees and an “O” member in 23 ISO Technical Committees.

An IEC National Committee had been organized in preparation for the Philippines’ membership in IEC.
	To ensure more active participation in the activities of international standardizing bodies, now a “P” member in 26 ISO Technical Committees and “O” member in 42 ISO Technical Committees. Participated actively in ISO TC 34, TC 207, SC 7 and SC 31 (2000-2001).

Participated in the standardization work of IEC TCs on: electric cables; electric accessories; lamps and related equipment; performance of household electrical appliances; safety of household and similar electrical  appliances; safety of audio-video and similar electrical equipment; and audio-video and multi-media systems and equipment  (2000).



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	NOTE: Prior to 1996, there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment.
	Participated in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety (1997).

Signified participation in Part 1 (Information Exchange) of the APEC MRA on Electrical and Electronic Equipment (1999).  
Participated in the development of the ASEAN Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on Electrical and Electronic Products (2001). 


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	In 1996, the Philippines had bilateral MRAs/ MOUs with:

-
SAQAS involving arrangements to perform services           

             for product certification; and



-
BSN of Indonesia involving arrangements for 
standardization, accreditation, certification, 

             information exchange and training.


	Obtained accreditation by the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Services of the Food Development Center for the certification of food exports to Australia (1997).

Concluded bilateral MRAs/MOUs with JET involving factory inspection (1997) and product testing (1999).

Renewed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with EC on Standards, Quality and Conformity Assessment up to 2005 (2001).



	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	In 1996, the Philippines did not participate in any plurilateral recognition arrangement in the voluntary sector.
	Completed PAC peer evaluation relative to its application for membership in the PAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (2000).

Gained acceptance of the Philippines' Accreditation Scheme for Quality Management System to the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA) (2001).



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	In 1996, the Philippines identified the following measures to develop its capabilities to support standards and conformity assessment activities:

-
harmonize functions of agencies involved in 

             standards and conformance;

-
create technical committees to cover fields of 
standardization;

-
train assessors for quality and environmental 
management system, product certification, and 
laboratory accreditation in the regions and provinces;

-
establish testing facilities for household appliances;·

-
establish hierarchical scheme of physical standards  

             and  calibration;

-
implement pattern approval and verification of 
measuring instrument;

-
establish regional calibration centers;

-
promote and implement ISO/IEC Guide 25 for 
laboratory accreditation; and

-
accredit quality system certification bodies and widen 
the scope of accreditation to cover environmental 
management system and product inspection.

A joint research study on the performance of metrology equipment in a tropical country was also to be undertaken by Japan and the Philippines.


	Created technical committees on personal safety-protective clothing and equipment; industrial fans and blowers; rotating machines; audio, video and multimedia systems and equipment; information technology; ferrous pipes and fittings; technical systems and aids for disabled and handicapped persons; power supply units, small power transformers, reactors and power electronic (1997-2001).

Trained assessors nationwide on quality and environmental management systems and product certification audit. (1997-2001).

Established testing facilities for lamps and related equipment, wires and cables, wiring divides and household appliances (1997).

Established and upgraded facilities for electrical household appliances testing (2000-2001).

Established primary standards for physical measurement (1997).

Obtained primary standard on time interval (2000).

Acquired capabilities for primary level measurements in the fields of temperature, pressure and viscosity (1998).

Improved measurement capabilities in the fields of direct current voltage, alternating current-direct current  transfer, electrical resistance, force and mass measurement (1998).

Promoted international standards on laboratory accreditation and quality management systems and accredited quality systems certification bodies (1997-2000).

Currently running two accreditation schemes: (1) BPS Accreditation Scheme which covers the accreditation of quality system certification for ISO 9000, ISO 14000 and product inspection; and (2) the BPS Laboratory Accreditation Scheme. Both schemes follow international guides and practices. (2000)

Expanded Laboratory Accreditation Scheme’s scope of testing to cover other areas in the fields of chemical, microbiology, construction and mechanical (1998-2000).



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	In 1996, the Philippines did not provide any technical assistance to develop other member economies’ technical infrastructure.


	No technical assistance provided but initiated the following projects to improve other APEC economies’ technical infrastructure:

-
Study on Technical Infrastructure Development (CTI 
06/97T);

-
MRA Readiness Project (CTI 32/99T);

-
APEC Experts-Trainers Workshop on International 

             Quality Assurance Systems for SME Competitiveness 

             (IQAS II)  (CTI 01/99T)

-
Quality Systems of Calibration Services at National 
Metrology Institute (CTI 10/2000T)

-
APEC Speakers’ Bureau on Standards-Based 
Management Systems (CTI 21/2000T)

-
APMP Expert Training for APEC Member Economies  

             Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam to 
Assist Participation in Global MRA – (CTI 01/2001T)

-
APEC Executive Workshop on Standards-Based 
Management Systems (IQAS I) (2000)

-           Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) 

            Readiness Project in Product Certification (CTI 

             29/2001T)



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	In 1996, the Philippines was already a member of APLAC.
	Acquired membership in PASC and PAC (1997).

Coordinated APLAC’s proficiency testing (PT) program for electric iron as well as other PT programs (2000). 

Participated in the ILAC and the APLAC meetings and the training coordinated by PAC (2000).      


	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	Working on the BPS homepage of Philippine National Standards and  BPS services and activities.
As a member of the WTO, the BPS is the Philippine enquiry point for WTO TBT.

.
	Established and expanded the website on standardization and conformity assessment activities in the Philippines (1997, 2000).

Updated the Directory of Philippine Contact Points on Standards and Technical Regulations included in the homepage (2000, Continuing).



	Participate in relevant international fora


	In 1996, the Philippines was already a member of ISO and ILAC.
	Acquired membership in IEC (1997) and IAF (1997).

	Other Activities


	
	Pursued TQM Integration Program for Industry, the activities of which include coachng by local experts and assistance from TQM experts from Japan (2001).




� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





