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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Peru’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

Peru as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) is observing permanently the practices and procedures of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. Furthermore, the elaboration and approval of the Peruvian Technical Standardization is harmonized with the Code of Good Behavior for the elaboration and approval of Technical Standardization. There are plans to develop an outreach program for the public sector to highlight the characteristics of Standardization as a recommendation instead of being misunderstood with Technical Regulations, which could lead to entry barriers for small and medium enterprises. As well, there is an initiative to distribute free copies of the current Peruvian Technical Standards to facilitate their understanding and application for SME’s.

The existing priority regarding conformity assessment is to consolidate the Accreditation System for the assessment of products and move on with the international accreditation of the system. To attain this goal we are actively participating in Regional and Sub Regional Forums regarding this issue, such as, the Inter American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and the Andean Community.




	Chapter 5 : Peru’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	During 2001, there were 119 Peruvian Technical Standards (PTS) approved, 20 of them (24%) are equivalent to ISO International Standards and CODEX ALIMENTARIUS. The rest corresponds mainly to prestigious Technical Standards (ASTM, AOAC, TAPI, AWWA, NFPA, etc.) due to the absence of international norms in these areas.   

ISO/IEC 2 and ISO/IEC 21 guidelines were adopted as Peruvian guidelines. 

INDECOPI is reviewing and updating its database of Peruvian Technical Standards. Currently 7% of the Technical Standards were derogated due to obsolescence and others were updated following International Standardization.


	The Regulations for the development and approval of the Peruvian Technical Standards (PTS) place high priority to the adoption of International Technical Standards, in compliance with Annex 3 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the WTO.    

Since 1994, a total of 610 Peruvian Technical Standards were approved, of which 173 (28%) were adopted from International Standards. 

INDECOPI continues with the implementation and maintenance of the Quality Assurance System ISO 9002.
	Soon Peru will adopt the 2000 version of ISO 9000.

During 2001, the approval of 150 PTS is expected. 25% of which are foreseen to be adopted from International Technical Standards.

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Energy: The establishment of a Sub Committee on Solar Heaters, which is part of the Committee for Rational Use of Energy. Also, the Committee on Natural Gas has been established.

In the priority areas of APEC SCSC Group 13 PTS were approved, 8 (38%) of which correspond to adopted international standards.  


	No change has been registered.
	It is under consideration the adoption of IEC 634-2 as PTS for electric engines.

There are ongoing consultations for the adoption of the current version of the CODEX Standard on canned food labeling.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	INDECOPI is ISO/IEC JTC1 / SC 31 member since May 27, 1999.

INDECOPI participated, as observer, in the SC1/TC 207 held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), from 1 to 4 July 2001.
	INDECOPI is seeking financial support to increase its level of participation in ISO (from correspondent to body member).

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	No participation
	In regulated sector, Peru foresees participation in the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRAs).

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	No participation
	Peru was audited by SCSC, for the purpose of having recognition of the Peruvian Accreditation System, within the voluntary and regulated sector.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	Peru doesn’t have mutual recognition arrangements with APEC members. However, Peru is a member of the Inter American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and participates in the outlining and measures for the adoption of mutual recognition arrangements.  IAAC as a regional organism participates in IAF.  This enables Peru to take knowledge of the arrangements that take place in this forum.    
	Peru was audited by SCSC, for the purpose of having recognition of the Peruvian Accreditation System, within the voluntary and regulated sector.

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	One government official from INDECOPI participated in the training programs on the development of National Standardization: “International Standardization Activity Course ENTST-1”, Japan, June 2001.

Also, Peru has participated in the ISO/IEC and the training workshop on certification of instruments and high capacity trade measurements (2000) that was offered by the Inter American Metrology System (IMS).

	Peru recognizes the need to participate in mutual recognition arrangements (MRAs) for conformity assessment in the region for promoting trade. To achieve this goal, Peru will participate actively in the Technical Infrastructure Program in APEC.  Efforts will be made to improve the technical infrastructure level. 

The National Metrology Service of Peru organizes annual training workshops in Metrology, for example: Measurement of Uncertainty and Calibration of testing machines (traction – compression).

Accredited Testing Laboratories are participating in two programs of cross-comparisons in the APLAC initiative: a) NATA (Australia) for water and b) SINGLAS (Singapore) for foodstuffs.
	In the next 2 years Peru will participate in APMP’s, covering the areas of mass and temperature.

For next year a workshop on “train the trainers” ISO/IEC 17025 is programmed, as well as a workshop for INDECOPI’s government officials on the ISO/IEC 58 Guide Interpretation.

INDECOPI as a member of the IAAC is studying the possibility to achieve Multilateral Recognition Arrangements with countries from the Americas region, and later ARMs with APEC members.    

During the next two years, Peru will participate in the APLMF on model legal metrology legislation.



	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	
	
	Identification of specific requirements:Measurement to upgrade the national metrology infrastructure covering major fields including chemical metrology, certified reference materials, gas and liquid flow and acoustics. Assistance in the form of technical experts and training of staff is also required.

Calibration to develop new calibration services in major fields including chemical metrology, certified reference materials, gas and liquid flow, acoustics and medical instrumentation. Assistance in the form of technical experts and training of laboratory personnel and other professionals is also needed.

Legal Metrology to begin new activities for environment measuring instruments.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	No participation.
	

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Amello@indecopi.gob.pe
INDECOPI considers that publishing information on the Internet is important because this is a means for making information more accessible and transparent.  In the first place,  obligatory standards and metrology standards will be published.

Regarding Accreditation, INDECOPI expects to make available very soon the criteria applied by INDECOPI for the qualification of Accreditation entities and the application of sanctions on this matter.


	The new regulation on Standardization matters was approved in the year 2000 by the Resolution Nº 0071-2000/INDECOPI-CRT, by which the PTS are now submitted for a 30-day period of public discussion. Before, the PTS of international standards were adopted without this previous step. Furthermore, there is a more active outreach policy of the PTS through publication of information at INDECOPI’s Webpage. 

http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/
Amello@indecopi.gob.pe
Outreach measures were approved last July 2001.  Full implementation is still underway.
	Regulations on Standardization are periodically reviewed in order to simplify their procedures and avoid obstacles for correct application and access.

Any changes will be notified to APEC member economies.

It is foreseen the adoption of criteria directed to governmental institutions for the publication, in the official Gazette, of technical standards regarding technical Regulations.

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	Peru is a member of the OIML. Although Peru is not member of ILAC and IAF, it does take knowledge of the progress in both forums through the IAAC. The IAAC is the Regional Organism of the Americas that participates in both ILAC and IAF.

We are a member of the CODEX ALIMENTARIUS.  Through the General Direction of Environmental Health (DIGESA), Peru participates in the committee meetings.


	Peru will participate more actively in the CODEX ALIMENTARIUS committees, because Peru has a National Committee of CODEX that is reviewing the International Standards to adapt them to the National Standards. 

Peru will work in IAAC to sign the ARM. From then on, we foresee a more active participation in ILAC and IAF.



	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Peru Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	
	

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	

	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	
	

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	

	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





