Chapter 5: Standards and Conformance

	Chapter 5 : Standards
 and Conformance

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardization activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;
c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d..
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; and 
h. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardization activities.
Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  
RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by, among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and
b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 
b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; and
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Papua New Guinea’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2004
The Papua New Guinea policy on Standards and Conformance requires that suppliers in this country design produce and deliver goods and services that can continuously meet the competitive needs and expectations of their customers in both domestic and overseas markets.

To achieve this Papua New Guinea through the National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology will need to:

i)
Upgrade its Technical Infrastructure (Technical Standards, Metrology, Conformity Assessment Schemes, Product Testing) to a level that is capable of supporting Commerce, Trade and Industrial Development in Papua New Guinea.  The upgrading of PNG Technical Infrastructure Development is identified as Strategic Thrust No. 4 of NISIT 2003-2007 Medium Term Development Plan.

ii)
Align PNG national standards in the APEC and WTO priority areas to international standards.

iii)
Enter into Mutual Recognition Arrangements on Conformity Assessment Schemes and Regulatory areas covering Health, Safety and Environmental Protection.

iv)
Ensure Transparency in the Technical Standards, Conformity Assessment Schemes, Technical Regulations and Mutual Recognition Arrangements with APEC and WTO members.

Nb:
The programs on Standards and Conformance in Papua New Guinea has been minimal since 1998 following the abolishment of the National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology in 1999.  However, following its restoration on the 13 October, 1999 the Institute is committed to assist Papua New Guinea fulfill APEC requirements on Standards and Conformance on the condition that it is given the resource to do so.



	Chapter 5 : PAPUA NEW GUINEA Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2004

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Adopted a total of 1400 PNGS by 30 April 2001.

	At present 25 per cent of 1400 PNGS are based on ISO, IEC and CAC Standards.

In the area of internationally traded commodities and conformity assessment schemes.  PNG is to adopt international standards.
	Review all 1400 standards and align to international standards by 2005.

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Adopted all Australian Standards that are aligned to International Standards in priority areas.
	All international standards in the priority areas ((Electrical/Electronic Appliance, Rubber Products, Plastic Products, Building and Construction, Good Regulatory Practices and participation in International Metrology Standardization) are currently under TC process.
	To comply with SCSC requirements in the priority areas.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Nil
	NISIT is now a C member of ISO.

PNG through NISIT is participating in TG1 and 3 of PASC.
	Plan to recruit and train new Technical Staff on International Standardization, after loosing all its Technical staff in 1999.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	No significant changes since 2001.
	Papua New Guinea is currently addressing its Technical Infrastructure before it can address the MRAs.

To take up observer status to APLAC Per Review in 2003.
	Plan to participate by 2005

A member in 1998 through PNGTELICOM

Plans to participate in 2005

Plans to participate in 2003

Plans to participate in 2004

Plans to participate in 2004

Plans to participate in 2005.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	
	

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	No significant change since 2001.
	Is currently a member of:

· APMP

· APLMF

· APLAC

· PAC

PASC
	To consider MRA in; 

APLAC  by 2005

PAC by 2005

APLMF by 2005

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	Lost all Technical Staff since NISIT was abolished in 1999 has slowed development in this area.
	Recruited 5 Engineers, Scientists and Technologists Reactivated 

-      8 TC

· Laboratory Accreditation

· Calibration Service 

· To kick start ISO 9000 Certification by late 2002.

Introduce ISO 9000 to Education and public sector in 2003.
	Currently pursuing TA with NSBs in Australia to cover training, equipment and expert consultancies in

· Metrology

· Product Testing

· Conformity Assessment Schemes

· MRA



	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	No significant changes since 2001.
	PNG is to rebuild and upgrade its level of Technical Infrastructure Development through Govt. support and external Technical Assistance.
	A TA of AUS$ K21.0 million is being processed for AUSAID funding by 2002.

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	PNG is in no position to assist fellow APEC economies on Technical Infrastructure Development.
	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	No significant changes since 2001.
	PNG is a Member of; APMP, APLMF, APLAC, PAC,PASC
	PNG will need to immediately develop its Technical Infrastructure before it can help the RSBs or any APEC economies.

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Established website: <www.nisit.gov.pg>

Email: <pngnisit@nisit.gov.pg>
	PNGS Catalogue, Register of PNGLAS, Register of PNG Mandatory Standards on PNGS Catalogue 2002
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	Current Member or Corresponding Member of:

· ISO

· OIML

· ILAC

CAC
	Priority is toward capacity building before NISIT can host or convene International projects.

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in {Economy’s} Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	
	

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	

	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	
	

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	

	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





