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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will enhance the mobility of business people engaged in the conduct of trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) 
exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region;

(b) 
examine the possibility of setting the scope for cooperation at a regional level aimed at streamlining and accelerating (i) processing of short term business travel and (ii)arrangements for temporary residency for business people to engage in trade and investment; and

(c) 
establish and maintain a dialogue on mobility issues with the business community.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Malaysia's Mobility of Business People in 2001


Malaysia welcomes bona fide businessmen entering the country for business and investment visits.  Generally persons entering Malaysia for business purposes do not require visas.  The normal processing time for a Visa Without Reference is about 1-3 days.  Visitors who come to Malaysia on visa-free business visits can stay in the country for a period ranging from 14 days to three months.


Malaysia is participating in APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC). 


At the moment, Malaysia grants visa-free entry to 17 of the other 20 APEC economies.  It is reviewing procedures to grant regular business travellers from APEC economies multiple entry visas through unilateral or bilateral means, unless there are reasonable grounds in respect of individual applicants not to do so.     



	Malaysia's Approach to Business Mobility in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	- 
Participate in Advance Passenger Processing (APP) with Australia on trail basis.
	-
Generally visitors entering malaysia for business purposes do not require visa.

-
Normal processing time for visa without reference is  about 1 to 3 days.

- 
Visitors to Malaysia on visa free business visits can stay in Malaysia for period ranging from 14 days to 3 months.


	

	Short Term Business Entry  


	- 
Participate in Advance Passenger Processing (APP) with Australia on trail basis.
	- Participate in APEC Business Travel Card Scheme under APEC.
	-       To encourage other APEC members to participate in APEC Business Travel Card Scheme.


	Business Temporary Residency 


	- 
Participate in Advance Passenger Processing (APP) with Australia on trail basis.
	- 
Businessmen wish to take up employment in Malaysia will be given a minimum period of stay of 2 years on Employment Pass subject to renewal.
	- 
To encourage other APEC members to participate in APEC Business Travel Card Scheme.



	Technical Cooperation and Training


	- 
Participate in Advance Passenger Processing (APP) with Australia on trail basis.
	- 
Hosted APEC Technical Cooperation Programme: Document Fraud Detection Training - Trainer workshop.

- 
Participated in APEC Planning Session for Planning in capacity Building in Immigration Facilitation Techniques (Phase 1).    


	-
To look into area of possible cooperation to further facilitate movement of business people across borders.

	Dialogue with Business


	-
Conduct consultative panel meeting with private sector.
	- 
Conducting consultative panel meeting with private sector twice a year.


	


	Improvements in Malaysia’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	
	

	Short Term Business Entry


	
	

	Business Temporary Entry 


	
	

	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	
	

	Dialogue with Business


	
	


*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

