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	Objective

APEC Economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific Region by :

(a) 
Progressively reducing tariff measures

(b) 
Ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective tariff measures



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) take into account, in the process of progressive reduction of tariff measures, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests and sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region;

(b) ensure that the progressive reduction of tariffs is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures; and

(c) consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of reductions and eliminations derived from sub-regional arrangements.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take Collective Actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually. The current CAP relating to tariffs can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan.  



	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Tariffs in 2000


 Hong Kong, China has no applied tariffs on imports, or tariffs on exports.


Hong Kong, China bound tariffs on an additional 359 tariff lines at zero with effect from January 2000.  This accounted for 10.15% of our 1999 imports.  At present, tariffs on 56% of our imports in 1999 value terms are bound at zero.



Case Study of a Tariff Liberalisation Initiative

As a significant step towards achieving the APEC Bogor Goal of free and open trade, Hong Kong, China took unilateral action to bind tariffs on an additional 359 tariff lines at zero with effect from January 2000.  This accounted for 10.15% of our 1999 imports.  These additional tariff bindings have been notified to the WTO.  The additional tariff bindings cover a comprehensive range of products from 49 Harmonised System Chapters, including textiles and clothing, rubber, footwear, travel goods, metals, chemicals, transport equipment, non-electrical machinery, electrical machinery, mineral products, clocks and watches, toys and miscellaneous manufactured articles.
	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Tariffs in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Tariff Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Bound Tariffs


	Bound tariffs at zero on another 10.15% of our imports on an autonomous basis with effect from January 2000.Bound tariffs at zero on another 10.15% of our imports on an autonomous basis with effect from January 2000.
	At present, tariffs on 56% of our imports in 1999 value terms (i.e. about 43% of our tariff lines) are bound at zero.  Our tariff bindings cover a comprehensive range of products, which include all agricultural, fish and fishery products; and a wide range of tariff lines from the following sectors: wood, pulp, paper and furniture; textiles and clothing; leather, rubber, footwear and travel goods; metals; chemical and photographic supplies; transport equipment, non-electrical machinery; electrical machinery; mineral products, precious stones and metals; and miscellaneous manufactured articles.

The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk
	Medium Term (2002 – 2005)

To bind tariffs at zero on another 25% of its imports with effect from January 2005.

To participate actively in initiatives on further tariff reduction and elimination including any forthcoming multilateral tariff negotiations.

Long Term (2006 – 2010)

To bind all remaining tariffs at zero with effect from January 2010.



	Applied Tariffs


	Not applicable.
	Hong Kong, China has no applied tariffs on imports, or tariffs on exports.  Separately, we have fully implemented the tariff elements of all the sectoral proposals under the Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation (EVSL) initiative on an autonomous basis in 1999.

The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk

	No further action required.

	Tariff Quotas


	Not applicable.
	Hong Kong, China maintains no tariff quotas.

The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk

	No further action required.

	Tariff Preferences


	Not applicable.
	Hong Kong, China does not have any tariff preference arrangements with other economies.
The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk

	No further action required.

	Transparency of Tariff Regime


	Updated our tariff data in the APEC’s Computerised Tariff Database and the WTO Integrated Database.

Amended our WTO tariff schedule to reflect the implementation of tariff bindings in 2000.

	Tariff data of Hong Kong, China can be found in APEC’s Computerised Tariff Database (http://www.apectariff.org).

Hong Kong, China has notified its additional tariff bindings in 2000 to the WTO, and provided its tariff data to the WTO Integrated Database.

The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term (2001 – 2010)

To update our tariff data in APEC’s Computerised Tariff Database and the WTO Integrated Database on an annual basis.

To notify the tariff bindings to the WTO and amend tariff schedule to reflect the implementation of tariff bindings in 2005 and 2010.


	Improvements in Hong Kong, China's Approach to Tariff  Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Bound Tariffs


	33.02% of our imports (in 1994 value terms) were bound at zero (equivalent to 35.99% of our imports in 1999 value terms).
	To accelerate the implementation of our commitment in 1996 to bind tariffs at zero on an additional 20% of our imports with effect from January 2000, we bound tariffs on all the products covered by the Information Technology Agreement at zero at one go on 1 July 1997.  This accounted for 7.70% of our imports in 1996 value terms (equivalent to 9.85% of our imports in 1999 value terms). (1997 IAP)

To fully implement the commitment, we bound tariffs on another 10.15% of our imports (in 1999 value terms) at zero on an autonomous basis in January 2000.  (2000 IAP)



	Applied Tariffs


	Hong Kong had no applied tariffs on imports, or tariffs on exports.
	We fully implemented the tariff elements of all the sectoral proposals under the Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalisation (EVSL) initiative on an autonomous basis in 1999.  (1999 IAP)



	Tariff Quotas


	Hong Kong maintained no tariff quotas.
	Not applicable.

	Tariff Preferences


	Hong Kong did not have any tariff preference arrangements with other economies.
	Not applicable.

	Transparency of Tariff Regime


	Hong Kong notified its tariff commitments to the WTO.
	We have updated our tariff data in the WTO Integrated Database on an annual basis since 1996, and participated actively in APEC’s Computerised Tariff Database and updating our tariff data on an annual basis since 1997.

We notified our additional tariff bindings in 2000 to the WTO.  (2000 IAP)




	APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN:  TARIFF SUMMARY REPORT FOR 2000

	(PLEASE COMPLETE BOXES)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	All Goods
	Agriculture excluding Fish
	Fish and Fish Products
	Petroleum Oils
	Wood, Pulp, Paper and Furniture
	Textiles and Clothing
	Leather, Rubber, Footwear and Travel Goods
	Metals
	Chemical & Photographic Supplies
	Transport Equipment
	Non-Electric Machinery
	Electric Machinery
	Mineral Products, Precious Stones & Metals
	Manufactured Articles, n.e.s

	ITEM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bound tariff lines as a percentage of all lines 
	42.66
	100
	100
	0
	94.37
	6.19
	36.55
	76.24
	8.21
	11.73
	28.63
	44.72
	54.17
	51.56

	Duty-free tariff lines as a percentage of all lines
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Preferential tariff lines as a percentage of all lines
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ratio of tariff lines with quotas to all lines
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Simple average bound tariff rate
	0
	0
	0
	N.A
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Simple average applied tariff rate 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Simple average applied preferential tariff rate - indicate for 

each preferential arrangement
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Average applied tariff rate for all lines subject to duty
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Import-weighted average applied tariff rate - specify FOB 

or CIF
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Import-weighted average bound tariff rate - specify FOB 

or CIF
	0
	0
	0
	N.A
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                Entries on "Bound tariff lines as a percentage of all lines" : According to Hong Kong, China's 1999 HS Classification for Imports

                     N.A. - Not Applicable


	APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN:  TARIFF DISPERSION TABLE FOR 2000

	(PLEASE COMPLETE BOXES)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	All Goods
	Agriculture excluding Fish
	Fish and Fish Products
	Petroleum Oils
	Wood, Pulp, Paper and Furniture
	Textiles and Clothing
	Leather, Rubber, Footwear and Travel Goods
	Metals
	Chemical & Photographic Supplies
	Transport Equipment
	Non-Electric Machinery
	Electric Machinery
	Mineral Products, Precious Stones & Metals
	Manufactured Articles, n.e.s

	NUMBER OF TARIFFS AT OR BETWEEN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%

	0%<X<=5%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	5%<X<=10%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	10%<X<=15%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	        0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	15%<X<=20%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	>20%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	Specific
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%

	TOTAL
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                 Note
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                 Entries on "0%" ： According to Hong Kong, China's 1999 HS Classification for Imports      


