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	Operational Requirements


	No changes took place in 2000.

	Both domestic and foreign service providers are regulated under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance.

More information can be found at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurEngOrd?OpenView&Start=159&Count=25&Collapse=159 - 159 (the Legal Practitioners Ordinance), http://www.tdctrade.com/main/si/splega.htm(Profiles of Hong Kong Major Service Industries (Legal)), and http://www.hkba.org/admission-criteria/overseas.htm(Admission Criteria : Practice Guidelines for Admission of Overseas Counsel).

The contact point for further information is :

Legal Policy Division

Department of Justice

Tel : (852) 2867 2157; Fax : (852) 2869 0720

E-mail : mailto:lpd@doj.gcn.gov.hk

	No further action planned.


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	The Legal Practitioners Ordinance was recently amended pursuant to the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 which will enable foreign lawyers to be admitted as barristers in Hong Kong subject to certain residency and examination requirements : (i) has resided in Hong Kong for at least 3 consecutive months immediately before the date of his application for admission; (ii) has been ordinarily resident in Hong Kong for at least 7 years; (iii) has been physically present in Hong Kong for at least 180 days of each of at least 7 years within the 10 years immediately preceding the date of his application for admission.  The amendments will become effective once the relevant rules relating to examination and practice are prepared by the Bar Association.

	In Hong Kong, there are no nationality requirements in respect of the provision of legal services both by foreign lawyers and foreign law firms.  Legal service providers may register with the Law Society as foreign lawyers under Section 39A of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (“the Ordinance”) whereby they can be employed by a Hong Kong law firm or a foreign law firm.  They may also register in the form of a foreign law firm under Section 39B of the Ordinance.  One or more foreign firms may register as an Association with a Hong Kong law firm under Section 39C of the Ordinance.

More information can be found at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurEngOrd?OpenView&Start=159&Count=25&Collapse=159 - 159(the Legal Practitioners Ordinance), http://www.hklawsoc.org.hk/public/admission/foreign/index.shtml(Information about Foreign Law Firms), http://www.hklawsoc.org.hk/public/admission/flawyer/flframe.shtml(Information about Foreign Lawyers), and http://www.info.gov.hk/info/forelaw.htm(Entry and Practice of Foreign Law Firms in Hong Kong)

The contact point for further information is :

Legal Policy Division

Department of Justice

Tel : (852) 2867 2157; Fax : (852) 2869 0720

E-mail : mailto:lpd@doj.gcn.gov.hk

	No further action planned.


	Foreign Entry


	The Legal Practitioners Ordinance was recently amended pursuant to the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 which will enable foreign lawyers (including lawyers from the UK, non-UK and non-Commonwealth) to be admitted as barristers in Hong Kong subject to certain residency and examination requirements.  The amendments will become effective once the relevant rules relating to examination and practice are prepared by the Bar Association. These amendments will enable the admission criteria for barristers to become standards-based and MFN-consistent.

	The admission criteria for foreign lawyers to practise as solicitors in Hong Kong are objective, reasonable and standards-based.  Foreign lawyers may qualify as Hong Kong solicitors after passing the examinations prescribed under the Overseas Lawyers (Qualification for Admission) Rules under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (available at http://www.justice.gov.hk/blis.nsf/CurAllEngDoc?OpenView&Start=160&Count=25&Expand=160 - 160)
Foreigners who wish to practise as barristers in Hong Kong must satisfy one of the following conditions :

-
they have obtained their qualifications in Hong Kong; or

-
they have obtained their qualifications in England, Northern Ireland or Scotland and have (i) practised as a barrister or advocate in the United Kingdom for at least 3 years, or (ii) is a Hong Kong permanent resident, or (iii) has been ordinarily resident in Hong Kong for at least 7 years; or

-
they are Commonwealth citizens or citizens of the Republic of Ireland, have been ordinarily resident in Hong Kong for 7 years, and have obtained a Postgraduate Certificate in Laws from a local university (Bachelor of Laws may be obtained in their country of origin); or

-
have been admitted as a solicitor in Hong Kong for at least 3 years before the application for admission and during that time was in practice as a solicitor in Hong Kong or employed by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) as a legal officer; or

-
have been admitted as a barrister or legal practitioner in Australia, Canada (except Quebec), New Zealand, Republic of Ireland, Zimbabwe and Singapore; and have experience in advocacy; and have been employed in the Department of Justice of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as a legal officer for at least 7 years and were so employed for at least 3 years on work similar to that usually undertaken by a barrister of 10 years seniority; and intend, if admitted, to practise as a barrister in Hong Kong within 12 months after admission.

The Ordinance was recently amended pursuant to the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 which will enable foreign lawyers to be admitted as barristers in Hong Kong subject to certain residency and examination requirements.  The amendments will become effective once the relevant rules relating to examination and practice are prepared by the Bar Association.

More information can be found at http://www.hklawsoc.org.hk/public/admission/flawyer/overseas.html(Information on Overseas Lawyers Qualification Examination).

The contact point for further information is :

Legal Policy Division

Department of Justice

Tel : (852) 2867 2157; Fax : (852) 2869 0720

E-mail : mailto:lpd@doj.gcn.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

To consider removing market access restrictions in the legal services sector.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

To implement objective, reasonable , non-discriminatory and standards-based admission criteria for foreign lawyers who wish to practise as barristers in Hong Kong pursuant to the recent legislative amendment to the Legal Practitioners Ordinance.  This includes the removal of the present preferential treatment for barristers or advocates from England, Scotland, North Ireland and other Commonwealth countries.

Long Term (2006 - 2010)

To remove the market restrictions in the legal services sector where appropriate.


	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes took place in 2000.

	Overseas law firms registered in Hong Kong as foreign law firms may operate in Hong Kong subject to the following restrictions :

-
a law firm registered as a foreign firm is not permitted to practise Hong Kong law or employ and/or enter into partnership with Hong Kong solicitors; and

-
a registered foreign firm may enter into an association with a local law firm provided that the number of foreign lawyers to local lawyers in the association does not exceed the ratio of 1:1.  (This requirement may be waived by the Law Society under exceptional circumstances)

The contact point for further information is :

Legal Policy Division

Department of Justice

Tel : (852) 2867 2157; Fax : (852) 2869 0720

E-mail : mailto:lpd@doj.gcn.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

To consider removing market access restrictions in the legal services sector.

Long Term (2006 - 2010)

To remove the market restrictions in the legal services sector where appropriate.



