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Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross-sectoral work.



Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. conduct surveys as necessary of trade and investment impediments;

b. review and analyze the impact of trade liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region;

c. study and monitor the impact of sub-regional trade arrangements such as NAFTA, Association of South-East Asian Nations Free Trade Area (AFTA) and ANZCERTA; 

d. develop databases with regard to merchandise trade, trade in services and direct investment, and update these regularly; and

e. adopt international standards for trade in services and international investment data such as those developed by the IMF.


Canada’s Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis 2003

Canada has taken specific actions with regard to each of the five collective action areas: to conduct surveys as necessary of trade and investment impediments; review and analyze the impact of trade liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region; study and monitor the impact of sub-regional trade arrangements; develop databases with regard to trade in goods, trade in services and direct investment, and update them regularly; adopt international standards for trade in services and international investment data such as those developed by the IMF.

Data and information on trade and investment can be obtained at the following government websites:

1. Statistics Canada where the latest economic indicators and Canadian statistics on domestic issues and international trade may be found: www.statcan.ca/ 

2. Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade’s webpage on trade and economic analysis where the most recent trade, investment, and economic research and analysis is available: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet/
3. Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Asia-Pacific Site including information on trade liberalization and trade in the Asia-Pacific region: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/asia/menu-e.asp
4. Canada being a Federation, a number of key statistics are collected at the provincial level.  This website provides links to all provincial statistical offices: http://www.statcan.ca/english/reference/othsit.htm
5. Canada’s Department of Industry has a comprehensive information gateway providing detailed statistical information on a wide range of issues of concern to business: http://www.strategis.gc.ca
6. The Bank of Canada, Canada’s central bank, also makes extensive statistics available on its website: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/en/rates.htm
7. A wide range of private sector institutions, research institutes and non-governmental organizations also make trade and economic data available on-line: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet/other/links-en.asp
8. Communications Canada, an agency of the Government of Canada, provides a comprehensive set of statistics on all aspects of the Canadian economy on this website: http://www.canadianeconomy.gc.ca/english/economy/
9. The Department of Finance also provides information on fiscal policy and the general state of the Canadian economy on its website: http://www.fin.gc.ca/access/ecfisce.html#Relate


Canada’s Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis in 2003

Section
Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
Future Projects Planned

Information Gathering and Analysis


Information on recently completed projects  by Canada’ various government agencies can be obtained on the websites listed throughout this chapter.

In 2002, Canada coordinated a major research project in the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment that led to the production of a report entitled “Trade Facilitation: A development perspective in the Asia-Pacific region”.  This report was prepared by a team of consultants led by the World Bank and uses state-of-the art economic modeling to estimate the economic benefits of trade facilitation in the APEC region. 
This website provides a list of all recent and ongoing trade-related statistical work in the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet/menu-en.asp#research-en
A list of Statistics Canada’s most recent studies is available on these websites: http://www.statcan.ca/english/studies/
http://www.statcan.ca/english/dai-quo/
New studies by Industry Canada are listed on this website:

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/SSG/wn00005e.html
http://www.strategis.gc.ca/sc_ecnmy/engdoc/homepage.html?categories=e_eco
This website has information on the Bank of Canada’s ongoing research program: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/en/pubs.htm
The Department of Finance’s latest working papers are available here: http://www.fin.gc.ca/access/wpliste.html

Information on future projects planned by Canada’s main statistical agencies can be obtained from the websites listed above or by contacting the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade’s Trade and Economic Analysis division at this address: eet@dfait-maeci.gc.ca

