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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will:

a. enhance the mobility of business people who are engaged in the conduct of trade and investment activities in the Asia-Pacific region; and

b. enhance the use of information and communications technology (ICT) to facilitate the movement of people across borders, taking into account the Leader’s Statement on Counter Terrorism.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy work toward achieving the above objectives:

a. abiding by directions and statements from APEC Leaders and Ministers;

b. recognising APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation; and

c. consistent with the Informal Experts Group on Business Mobility’s (IEGBM) capacity building standards and annually agreed goals.


	Collective Actions
APEC economies will:

Exchange Information 
Exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region, including through regularly updating the information in the online APEC Business Travel Handbook
Short-Term Business Entry

Streamline short-term entry requirements fro business people.  APEC economies will strive on a best endeavours basis and according to their immigration procedures to implement one or more of the following options:

i) visa free or visa-waiver arrangements;
ii) participating in APEC Business Travel Card scheme;

iii) multiple short-term entry and stay visas which are valid for at least 3 years. 

Business Temporary Residency

Implement streamlined temporary residence processing arrangements fro the intra-company transfer of senior managers and executives, and specialists as defined by individual economies.

Capacity Building (Technical Cooperation and Training)

Develop and implement the mutually agreed standards and benchmarks essential to capacity building and engage in the capacity building initiatives necessary to provide streamlined visa application and immigration entry, stay and departure processing arrangements.

Dialogue with Business

Continue to maintain a dialogue with the APEC Business Mobility Group and the APEC business community (including APEC fora) on mobility issues important to the APEC region and the APEC business community. 
The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Brunei Darussalam’s  Approach to Mobility of Business People in 2004
While maintaining proper and effective immigration control, Brunei Darussalam will continue to work in simplifying and expediting procedures to promote Brunei Darussalam. Business mobility is streamlined through visa exemption for social and business visit.  Brunei Darussalam also grants Multiple Entry Visa for business people with validity for up to 1 year. Brunei Darussalam participates in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme.




	Brunei Darussalam’s Approach to Business Mobility in 2004

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	
	Information regarding the services provided by the Department of Immigration and National Registration is available in the:

· The APEC Business Travel Handbook;

· Mobility of Business People websites;

· The Department of Immigration and National  Registration Website

Contact point for further details:-

Public Relation Officer

Department of Immigration and National Registration

Bandar Seri Begawan BB3910

Brunei Darussalam

Tel : 673-2383106

Fax : 673-2381045

E-mail : info@immigration.gov.bn

	

	Short Term Business Entry  


	Since the implementation of APEC Business Travel Card scheme (ABTC) in Brunei Darussalam on 1 August 2003, Brunei Darussalam has issued ABTC to 8 business persons.


	All foreigners need a valid visa to enter Brunei, as required by the Passport Act. However, nationals of the following APEC economies are exempted from the visa requirement for social, business or professional visits of certain periods:

· Canada, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines and Thailand and Peru - 14 days. 

· Malaysia, Singapore, New Zealand and Republic of Korea - 30 days 

· United States of America - 90 days 

A transit visa, for a stay of within 72 hours, can be applied for and will be issued upon arrival at Brunei International Airport, provided the applicant has confirmed tickets to a third country and meets specified conditions.

An Australian national can apply for a visa on arrival upon entry at the Brunei immigration checkpoint at the Brunei International Airport. 

Brunei Darussalam is a member of the ABTC scheme
	

	Business Temporary Residency 


	The application for Employment Visa is processed and approved within 4 working days
	Foreign nationals are required to obtain Employment Visa to take up temporary residence for business (Employment Pass) in Brunei Darussalam. The Department of Immigration and National Registration in Brunei Darussalam will issue an Employment Pass, which enable the foreign nationals to take up employment in Brunei Darussalam. The requirement are:

· Application letter from the sponsor or employer

· Employment Pass application form

· Visa application form

· Copy of Passport or equivalent travel document

· Labour License

· Labour 500 Form

The application is processed within 4 days and the employment pass is valid for 2-3 years. The employment pass can be extended by up to 2-3 years.


	Brunei Darusaslam agrees to streamline application and processing procedures for the Temporary Residency of Business People as outlined in the Temporary Residency of Business People Paper



	Technical Cooperation and Training


	Brunei Darussalam has attended the following workshop:/trainings: 

the Travel Document Security Workshop held in Sydney in February 2004, the New Zealand’s Experience in Implementation of the Advance Passenger Processing (APP) and Advance Passenger Information (API) held in Auckland, New Zealand on the 19-20 April 2004. 


	
	

	Dialogue with Business


	
	Brunei Darussalam continues to obtain inputs from business organisations on issues relating to mobility of business people


	


	Improvements in Brunei Darussalam’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	
	Information regarding the services provided by the Department of Immigration and National Registration is available in the:

· The APEC Business Travel Handbook;

· Mobility of Business People websites;

· The Department of Immigration and National  Registration Website



	Short Term Business Entry


	APEC ECONOMIES which have been exempted visa to enter Brunei Darussalam for a limited period for social or business visit are:-

i) United States of America – 90 days

i) Malaysia – 30 days

ii) Singapore – 30 days

iii) Canada – 14 days

iv) Japan – 14 days

v) South Korea – 30 days

vi) New Zealand – 30 days

vii) Indonesia – 14 days

viii) Thailand – 14 days

ix) Philippines – 14 days

x) Peru – 14 days

Multiple Entry Visas issued at the Department of Immigration and National Registration are valid up to 1 year
	1997 IAP:

1998 IAP:

Australian national can apply for a visa on arrival upon entry at Brunei Darussalam immigration checkpoint at the Brunei International Airport. A 14 days visit pass will be given.

1999 IAP

Brunei Darussalam grants Multiple Entry Visa (MEV) for business people with validity for up to 1 year (Issued at Immigration Department or Brunei Diplomatic Missions abroad)

2000 IAP

The limited period for visa exemption to enter Brunei Darussalam for social or business visit has been extended to 1 month

2001 IAP

The limited period for visa exemption for nationals of Republic of Korea to enter Brunei Darussalam for social, business or professional visit has been extended from 14 days to 30 days

Nationals of Peru are given visa exemption to enter Brunei Darussalam for social, business or professional visit  for a period of 14 days

2002 IAP

2003 IAP

Validity of the Visit Visa (issued upon arrival) given to Australian nationals has been extended from 14 days (single entry) to 30 days (multiple entry) 

Brunei Darussalam has implemented the APEC Business Travel Card scheme (ABTC) beginning 1st Aug 2003.

2004 IAP

To date, ABTC cards were issued to 8 business persons.



	Business Temporary Entry 


	Foreign nationals are required to obtain Employment Visa to take up temporary residence for business (Employment Pass) in Brunei Darussalam. The Department of Immigration and National Registration in Brunei Darussalam will issue an Employment Pass, which enable the foreign nationals to take up employment in Brunei Darussalam. The requirement are:

· Application letter from the sponsor or employer

· Employment Pass application form

· Visa application form

· Copy of Passport or equivalent travel document

· Labour License

· Labour 500 Form

The application is processed within 4 days and the employment pass is valid for 2-3 years. The employment pass can be extended by up to 2-3 years.


	The processing time for  Employment Visa is reduced from 7 days to 4 days.

	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	
	Brunei Darussalam has participated in various seminars, workshops and trainings as follows :-

· Identifying regional training and technical assistance requirements on document fraud detection – held in Australia on 16-21 March 1999

·  “Train the Trainers” workshop (document fraud detection) in Kuala Lumpur on 22-26 March 1999

[Resulted from the Train the Trainers workshop in Kuala Lumpur, Brunei Darussalam has conducted 2 Document Fraud Detection workshops for the immigration officers in the Department of Immigration and National Registration, Brunei Darussalam]

· In February 2001, Brunei Darussalam particiapted in the Train the Trainer Workshop held in Beijing, PRC.

· the Professional Service Workshop held in Bangkok, Thailand on the 10-12 February 2003 

· the Secure Trade in APEC Region (STAR) held in Bangkok, Thailand on the 23-25 February 2003

· the APEC Symposium on the Canada-USA Smart Border Agreement held in Vancouver, Canada on the 29 September to 1 October 2003

· the Travel Document Security Workshop held in Sydney in February 2004. the New Zealand’s Experience in Implementation of the Advance Passenger Processing (APP)

· Advance Passenger Information (API) held in Auckland, New Zealand on the 19-20 April 2004. 



	Dialogue with Business


	Brunei Darussalam continues to obtain inputs from business organisations on issues relating to mobility of business people


	


*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

