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	Objective

APEC Economies will ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement, of intellectual property rights in the Asia-Pacific region based on the principles of MFN, national treatment and transparency as set out in the TRIPS Agreement and other related agreements.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will: 

(a) ensure that intellectual property rights are granted expeditiously;

(b)
ensure that adequate and effective civil and administrative procedures and remedies are available against infringement of intellectual property rights; and

(c)
provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in relation to areas such as patent search and examination, computerisation and human resources development for the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement and acceleration thereof.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to intellectual property rights can be found in the Intellectual Property Rights Collective Action Plan.



	Brunei Darussalam's Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2001

Brunei Darussalam has specific legislation for the protection of Trademarks, Patents, Layout Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits, Industrial Designs and Copyright. Registration of these forms of Intellectual Property can be done at the Registry of Trademarks and Patents.             The main objective of the Government is to ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement of intellectual property rights based on the principles of MFN treatment, national treatment and transparency as set out in the TRIPS Agreement and other related agreements.             In order to provide for and expand bilateral technical cooperation, Brunei Darussalam is also a party to the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property Cooperation. The Agreement’s objective is to foster closer cooperation in the field of intellectual property among the ASEAN countries, specifically in:             a) 
Enforcement and protection of intellectual property;             b) 
Strengthening of intellectual property administration; and legislation;             c) 
Promoting human resources development;             d) 
Promoting public awareness of intellectual property rights;             e) 
Promoting private sector involvement.


	Chapter 7 : Brunei Darussalam's General Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2001

	Section
	 Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Situation Regarding Laws and Administrative Procedures
	Further Action  Planned

	TRIPS implementation 


	The Government of Brunei Darussalam has revised most of the legislation related to intellectual property to ensure that  they conform to the TRIPS Agreement. Contact : The Registrar of Trademarks Attorney General's Chambers, Jalan Tutong, Bandar Seri Begawan BA1910, Brunei Darussalam Link: www.agc.gov.bn

	The Government of Brunei Darussalam; 1. The Trademarks Order and Rules were enforced as of 1st June, 2000; 2. The Importation of Infringing Goods Regulation was enforced as of 1st June, 2000; 3. The Industrial Designs Order and Rules, the Copyright Order as well as the Layout Designs Order were enforced as of 1st of May, 2000. 4. The Patent Order was gazetted in 1999 and will be enforced soon;


	The Government of Brunei Darussalam will maintain such modernised intellectual property laws and implement changes in response to international trends and new technology; and continue to take appropriate steps to enforce criminal remedies



	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	None


	The current guidelines on the period between the date of application for registration of a Trademark and the granting of the registration is eight months. This period is inclusive of two periods of advertisement of the mark lasting 2 months and 1 month respectively. The process of registration will only continue when the periods of advertisement have elapsed without being contested by third parties.


	Brunei Darussalam is in the final tendering stage of the process to computerise the Registry of Trade Marks with a view to modernising the Registry’s internal operations and its services to the public and to streamline (and thereby shorten the time required for) trade mark processing.



	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	The Attorney Generals Chambers regularly conducts training initiatives for its Officers and staff in collaboration with the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) and other Regional APEC economies including Australia, Singapore and Hong Kong China.


	The Government of Brunei Darussalam has specific legislation providing for a comprehensive range of Intellectual Property Rights as stated in its objectives. Right holders have access to civil and administrative actions in terms of seeking damages for the infringement of their IPR and the prevention of further infringement. The Attorney Generals Chambers is the chief domestic agency responsible for the creation of legislation for IPR and the criminal prosecution of offences against IPR. Enforcement bodies for IPR include the Commercial Crimes Unit of the Royal Brunei Police Force and the Royal Customs and Excise.


	The Attorney Generals Chambers is planning to organize another National Seminar on IPR in 2001 which will also include training for enforcement agencies



	Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills


	None


	Briefings on the system for the protection and enforcement IPR form part of the lectures given by the Attorney Generals Chambers to visiting school children and visiting Undergraduates from the University of Brunei Darussalam.


	The Attorney Generals Chambers is planning to organize another National Seminar on IPR in 2001 which will also include training for enforcement agencies



	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	The Attorney Generals Chambers has collaborated with other APEC economies including Australia and Singapore in conducting training exercises for its Officers and staff. In addition, the Officers regularly attend the various Seminars and Symposiums held annually in conjunction with the APEC Intellectual Property Experts Group (IPEG).


	The Attorney Generals Chambers continues to participate in the training programs and Symposiums held through regional organizations including ASEAN and APEC. Technical assistance continues to be provided from the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) in the further training of Officers and staff and also in the creation and updating of legislation.


	The Government of Brunei Darussalam will continue to pursue its objectives of to maintain such modernized intellectual property laws as are needed to respond to international trends and new technology. In this respect, further future technical cooperative initiatives will be pursued from both regional economies and relevant International Organisations.




	Improvements in Brunei Darussalam's Approach to Intellectual Property Rights since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	In 1996, Brunei Darussalam was beginning to plan for the improvement of its IPR laws to ensure compliance with the TRIPS standard of protection
	To date, Brunei Darussalam has now enacted seven pieces of legislation specifically related to IPR. All legislation on IPR is now TRIPS compliant.



	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	In 1996, there were only two pieces of legislation directly related to IPR. These were the Trademarks Act and the Inventions Act.


	The following legislation has been enacted since 1996; 1. Trademarks Order, s58/1999 (enforcement date;   01/06/2000) 2. Trademarks Rules, s27/2000 (enforcement date; 01/06/2000) 3. Industrial Designs Order, s7/2000 (enforcement date; 01/05/2000) 4. Industrial Designs Rules, s23/2000 (enforcement date; 01/05/2000) 5. Importation of Infringing goods Regulation 2000, s46/2000 (enforcement date; 01/06/2000) 6. Copyright Order (enforcement date 01/05/2000) 7. Layout Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits Order ( enforcement date 01/05/2000).



	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	In 1996, there were only two pieces of legislation directly related to IPR. These were the Trademarks Act and the Inventions Act.


	The following legislation has been enacted since 1996; 1. Trademarks Order, s58/1999 (enforcement date;   01/06/2000) 2. Trademarks Rules, s27/2000 (enforcement date; 01/06/2000) 3. Industrial Designs Order, s7/2000 (enforcement date; 01/05/2000) 4. Industrial Designs Rules, s23/2000 (enforcement date; 01/05/2000) 5. Importation of Infringing goods Regulation 2000, s46/2000 (enforcement date; 01/06/2000) 6. Copyright Order (enforcement date 01/05/2000) 7. Layout Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits Order ( enforcement date 01/05/2000).



	Public Education and Awareness


	None
	National Seminar on IPR was held in 1998. In the same year, an Judges Colloquium on IPR was also held. IPR continues to be one of the lecture topics for visitors from the domestic educational establishments. Various seminars have also been held with the Royal Brunei Police where IPR has been one of the topics discussed with a view to enforcement.



	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	In 1996, the need to revise the current legislation towards TRIPS compliance was the main priority.      

	APEC cooperation through the IPEG (at the time only an ad-hoc working group) provided opportunities for further education of Government officials in the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement and the standards of protection required under the TRIPS Agreement.




